
 

                                                                                                               
WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR– A-2023 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS We began the ordinary time in the church year. We as 

a church are literally called to be a light to the nations. I think that is what we are meant to be as Church more than just an 

illumination of a building. We are meant to be a beacon that leads people to Jesus Christ.  John the Baptist was the prophet who 

prepared the way for Jesus.  After what he experienced at the baptism in the Jordan, John was able to say, “now I have seen and 

can testify that he is the Son of God.”  Our mission here at Christ the King is to do exactly what John the Baptist did. He 

prepared people to meet Jesus by telling them how to make that encounter happen. From John’s study of the Scriptures 

throughout his life, he was able to see the telltale signs of the presence of Jesus Christ once he came to the earth. John knew that 

he would baptise with water, but Jesus was baptised with the Holy Spirit and fire. John knew that Jesus’ presence meant new 

life, renewed life, and abundant life.  John was able to observe Jesus, and then give testimony to others about what he saw. 

If you profess to be a disciple of Jesus, then that means that somehow you must have a relationship with him, and that you have 

somehow noticed his presence in your life. Maybe you have never put that in words, but what would it sound like if you did try 

to tell someone else? What difference has Jesus’ presence in your life made for you right now? How is your life more abundant 

and more fruitful because you have decided to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? I know for some of us we’ve 

never tried to tell that story to anyone else, but now is the time to begin. Now is the time when people hunger and thirst for truth 

and justice. Now is the time in people’s hearts that yearn for someone to believe in and for someone whom they can trust. Can 

you tell them about what you know about Jesus? Step-by-step we can each do this by beginning some very simple, but not easy 

habits. Take some prime time every day to speak to Jesus. Tell Jesus what is on your mind and heart. Give thanks to him for 

whatever blessings you notice in you around you or through you. Tell Jesus about the wants and needs of your life. He really 

does care about our deepest desires. Do not be afraid to speak with him because of some fault or failure or sin. He loves every 

single part of us and he loves us fully now before we change and become better.  Pray daily, and don’t let anything else become 

more important than that. Make sure that, somehow you are opening your life to be of service to someone else. For many of us 

that begins with our own families, where we set aside our own wants and really care for the needs of others. Many of us are 

called to move outside our own families and to be of service to the larger parish community or to those who might not be a part 

of our community officially but with whom we have contact. As you choose to be of service to others you will notice that you 

receive much more in turn than you could ever give to another person. God’s generosity is never ending and always more 

abundant than we can ever imagine. 

This ordinary time in the Catholic Church year is not meant to be a vacation from holiness, but it is meant to be a time when we 

practise the holiness that is coming to focus as we have celebrated Advent and Christmas. Is there evidence in our lives, that the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory?  Is there evidence that you would be like the shepherds, or 

the magi, seeking out the presence of Jesus, so you can tell others about him? Let our ordinary lives be holy, as he is holy.  

This Sunday is known as “World Religion Day” which serves the reminder of the need for harmony and understanding among 

religions and faith systems. It serves the opportunity to celebrate the differences and commonalities that the delicate 

intermingling of culture and religion brings to our lives. This weekend the church begins the season of “Ordinary Time” which 

lasts until Ash Wednesday, February 22. The scripture readings for this weekend all hint at the sacredness of our calling, which 

invites us to imitate John the Baptist’s calling of making Jesus known to others. Sometimes we forget that one of the greatest 

ways to make Christ known to others in exhibited in the small, ordinary, choices we make every day at home, workplace, 

neighbourhood or school.  Have an enjoyable week ahead. BE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most 

High! 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Blessings on the King who comes, in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory 

in the highest heavens! Alleluia! 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: You have prepared a table before me, and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst. 
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PARISH DONATIONS: Generosity is at the heart of the 

Gospel and the Christian life. We really appreciate your weekly 

giving at Mass. Donating a regular amount of money is the best 

way of supporting your parish financially. It enables us to plan 

ahead knowing that we have a reliable source of income, 

especially in these uncertain times. Your giving allows us to do 

everything we do here in this Parish, including enabling our 

Masses to take place, sacramental preparation, work with 

children and youth and their families and much more. All of this 

is made possible by your prayers, serving and giving – we 

couldn’t do it without you. If you would like to send in a cheque, 

please make it payable to "Catholic Parish of Christ the King. If 

you would like to give regularly but do not want to give online 

then please use the Standing Order Form, as well as the GiftAid 

declaration form, if you are a UK tax payer. You can collect the 

forms from Jeff Coy, our parish treasurer and please return the 

forms to him. Jeff will help you to process the Gift Aid Form and 

enlighten you more about it A big thank you for all your 

generous donations, which are greatly appreciated. Should you 

wish to transfer to standing order or bank transfer, the Parish 

bank details are: Name: Christ the King Church Amesbury: 

Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 Account Number 66286638. If you 

wish to remember the Parish in your Will, further information is 

available from the Parish Office. Thank you and God bless you. 

WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors attending public 

Mass. Whether you are just passing through or looking for a 

spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King inviting and 

spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a regular basis, we 

encourage you to register with the parish. Please call our parish 

office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we hope you enjoy 

your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always open to you, your 

family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all good)  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: Children's Liturgy 

of the Word is an extension of the Liturgy that provides young children 

with a worship experience shared in ways understandable and engaging 

to them. The Children's Liturgy of the Word includes the First Reading, 

Responsorial Psalm, Alleluia, Gospel Reading, Gospel Reflection, 

Creed and Prayer of the Faithful. Children participate by joining the 

group as it gathers in the hall when invited by the celebrant after the 

Opening Prayer. They are sent forth with the team of volunteers and 

return during the Offertory. In order to continue this task on a regular 

basis we need committed volunteers. We are looking forward to 

recruiting new members who are able to lead children’s liturgy. If you 

are interested, please contact Father Saji. Children’s liturgy materials 

will be supplied for the programme. 

FLOWER COMMEMORATIONS If you are looking for a way 

to help beautify our worship in our church, you may want to 

consider donating money to purchase a floral arrangement that may 

be placed in the sanctuary. This is a lovely way to remember a loved 

one who has died or to commemorate a special birthday or 

anniversary of a family member. If you are interested placing a 

floral arrangement, please contact  Anne Larke at 07485423471 or  

please contact Father Saji. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We would once again like to be 

able to hold our Children’s Liturgy Program during the 11:00 

Mass, each week. We’re searching for 4 to 5 adults to rotate 

Sundays to work with the children, during Mass to explain the 

Sunday’s liturgy to them in ways they can understand and 

participate. Interested adults should contact Father Saji Mathew. 

COMPANIONS NEEDED TO ACCOMPANY PERSONS 

IN NEED Do you have some extra time and would like to help a 

person in need? Christ the King Parish assists certain needy 

persons with transportation, shopping, doctor visits, and similar 

errands. These individuals also often desire socialisation, such as 

having breakfast or lunch with you, attending parish social 

events, and so on. The work is rewarding because the helper 

develops a relationship with the individuals needing assistance. If 

interested and are willing to be of any help, please email Father 

Saji. “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, 

and so prove to be my disciples.” (John 15:8). 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 14TH JANUARY 2023 

SATURDAY 14TH JANUARY MASS AT 6.00PM    COLLEEN O’ 

CONNOR HANNING, RIP 

SUNDAY 15TH JANUARY 11.00AM MASS DOMINIC 

FITZPATRICK, RIP 

MONDAY 16TH JANUARY MASS AT 10AM  LOLLETA JONES 

(INTENTIONS) 

TUESDAY 17TH  JANUARY MASS AT 10.00AM  CAROL 

DRENNAN (INTENTENTIONS ) 

WEDNESDAY 18TH  JANUARY MASS AT 10.00AM   KATHLEEN 

RYAN (HEALING) 

THURSDAY 19TH JANUARY MASS AT 10.00AM PRIVATE 

INTENTIONS 

FRIDAY 20TH JANUARY ADORATION AT 9.00AM AND 

MASS AT 10.00AM   ANN LARKE AND FAMILY (INTENTIONS) 

SATURDAY 21ST JANUARY MASS AT 6.00PM   FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

SUNDAY 22ND JANUARY MASS AT 11.00AM MASS  

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we 

ask you to bless our friends who are sick. Give them strength 

in body, courage in spirit and patience with pain. We ask this 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST IN THE LIFE OF 
THE CHURCH On March 27, 2020, at an early point in the global 

pandemic, Pope Francis walked alone in the rain across an empty St. 

Peter’s Square to offer prayer for the world in a time of crisis. 

“Faith,” he said, “begins when we realise we are in need of 

salvation. We are not self-sufficient; by ourselves we founder: we 

need the Lord, like ancient navigators needed the stars. Recalling 

when Jesus was asleep in the boat as a tempest was raging (Mk 4:35

-41), the Holy Father said, “The Lord awakens so as to reawaken 

and revive our Easter faith. On that day, Pope Francis presided over 

the rite of Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction in order to focus 

our attention on the presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Pope was reminding us that even in a time of turbulence and 

crisis, Jesus is present among us, as present as he was long ago in 

the boat on the Sea of Galilee. In similar fashion, Pope Saint John 

Paul II reminded us of this ongoing presence when he repeated to us 

the words of Christ: I am with you always, to the end of the age (Mt 

28:20). He proclaimed: “This promise of Christ never ceases to 

resound in the Church as the fertile secret of her life and the 

wellspring of her hope. As the day of Resurrection, Sunday is 

not only the remembrance of a past event: it is a celebration of 

the living presence of the Risen Lord in the midst of his own 

people. 

“Christian faith is not only a matter of believing that certain 

things are true, but above all a personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ. It is an encounter with the Son of God that 

gives new energy to the whole of our existence. When we 

enter into a personal relationship with him, Christ reveals 

our true identity and, in friendship with him, our life grows 

towards complete fulfilment. “Pope Benedict XVI 



ON THE WAY-CATECHESIS ON MARRIAGE- Marriage as a 

Sacrament In addition to being a natural institution, marriage be-

tween baptised persons is also a sacrament. Now, every sacrament is 

instituted by Christ. In the case of marriage, we can see such institu-

tion at the wedding feast of Cana when he changed water into wine. 

Those three “ingredients” – wedding, water, and wine – speak vol-

umes. In his providence, Jesus chooses a wedding to perform his 

first miracle. On that occasion he takes something natural (water) 

and changes it into something supernatural (symbolised by wine, 

used in sacred rites by both Jews and Christians). This is a sign of 

the divine will that the natural institution of marriage be raised to a 

supernatural institution, a sacrament. Further, every sacrament is a 

sign of something greater. In the case of marriage, the husband and 

wife become a sign of the marriage between Christ and the Church. 

Thus, Saint Paul says, “‘For this reason a man shall leave father and 

mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 

flesh.’ This is a great mystery [or sacrament], but I speak in refer-

ence to Christ and the Church” (Eph 5:31-32). We must get Saint 

Paul’s analogy in its proper order. It’s not that the union between 

Christ and the Church is like marriage. Rather, the union between 

Christ and the Church is the definitive and eternal marriage, the ori-

gin and end of all marriages in this world. The essentials of marriage 

are found perfectly in the marriage between Christ and the Church. 

Think of marriage as an icon, a sacred image that gives the believer 

access to the one it represents (e.g., our Lord or one of the saints). Or 

think of it in terms of those icons we’re more familiar with, on our 

devices. Although not as sacred, the analogy still holds. The icon 

gives access to something greater. With a click or a touch, it opens 

up to something greater. So as icons of Christ and the Church, mar-

ried couples are to represent something greater and, in effect, to give 

us access to that greater reality.  

The vocation of a married couple is to make present the marriage 

between Christ and the Church. In some weddings the bride and 

groom wear crowns to convey just this point, that they have the 

dignity of representing Christ the Bridegroom and the Church his 

Bride. Every married couple should give us a sense of the truths 

that we find perfectly in the celestial heaven of Christ and the 

Church. Finally, like every sacrament, marriage gives grace. Just 

as water becomes the instrument for the grace of Baptism and oil 

the means for the grace of Confirmation, so in the sacrament of 

marriage the natural union of a man and woman becomes a 

means of divine grace entering the world. It is not simply that 

grace is present on their wedding day to effect the union. Rather, 

God’s grace is to be ever-present, throughout the life of the mar-

riage. This grace is given so that the couple can not only be mar-

ried but also live marriage well, to persevere throughout sorrows 

and difficulties, to live in a way worthy of icons of Christ and the 

Church. Of course, this grace also depends on the couple living a 

life of prayer and frequently receiving the sacraments Commun-

ion and Reconciliation. The more both spouses open the passage-

ways of the soul through prayer and sacraments, the more the 

grace of God breathes through their marriage  

STAY MOTIVATED: Achieving one's dreams can be challenging 

at times. Sometimes they may need more effort, and others may need 

more time and attempts. When we have to make several attempts to 

achieve something, we start to doubt ourselves and our dreams. 

Sometimes, we stop seeing the worth in our dreams and think of 

giving up. To keep yourself motivated, remind yourself why you 

wanted to achieve it in the first place and how it can positively 

change your life. Analyse your attempts, change your approach and 

when you attempt again, do it with faith. When you have to try sev-

eral times, you may question if your dreams are even worth 

it.However hard it may seem, every dream is worth the chase. 

POPES INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY: FOR EDUCA-

TORS We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teach-

ing fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest 

and most vulnerable above all. 

PLAY THAT ONE AGAIN How many times have you sung 

the church song, “Here I Am, Lord”? If you grew up Catholic 

and the answer is more than you can count. The song that quotes 

various verses of Scripture is sung using guitar, piano, or organ, 

by cantors and choirs, in traditional and modern churches. It is 

truly a Catholic greatest hit of the modern Church. The question 

is how many times when singing the refrain have you really 

taken to heart what you were singing. “Here I am, Lord; is it I, 

Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.” Like the biblical 

figure Samuel, we are responding to the call of God by asking 

for clarification that we are indeed the one being called. We then 

follow up the question with a profound statement: “I will go if 

You lead me.” It is profound because we are pledging to our 

God that we are willing to go wherever He wants. We are ac-

cepting the challenge put forth in the Bishops’ pastoral letter, 

“Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” to become mature disci-

ples who respond to the call of Jesus Christ regardless of the 

cost. We have sung this pledge repeatedly for many years. We 

never have any idea what God will call us to do and where to go. 

Sometimes the request can ask us for quite a lot. Hopefully, we 

respond like a mature disciple. If not, maybe we should reflect 

more the next time this song is played. The melody will not al-

low for the words, “I will see if I am busy and then decide to go 

if you lead me.” Then again, I don’t want to sing that to God, the 

source of all life anyway. Do you? 

DO YOU KNOW: THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRA-
MENT OF BAPTISM? This past Sunday, the Church cele-

brated the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord. Now we all know 

that Jesus was sinless and was not in need of Baptism. Yet he was 

true God and true man and was showing that it’s us who needs to 

be baptized. The administration of Baptism is based on what is 

contained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC). It’s 

unfortunate that many do not understand how life-giving and rich 

this gift of God is to us and how it transforms us from being a 

creature of God to be sons and daughters of God. Here are the ef-

fects of the Sacrament of Baptism: (most of us know the first one, 

but you will see there is so much more). 1. Forgiveness of sins, 

including the forgiveness of Original Sin as well as all mortal and 

venial sins that the person may have committed (CCC 1262). 2. 

Being made into a new creature filled with Christ’s Spirit (CCC 

1265). 3. Being incorporated into the Church (CCC 1267), which 

is the Mystical Body of Christ. 4. Sealed with an “indelible spiri-

tual mark (character) of his belonging to Christ” (CCC 1272), 

“which consecrates the baptized person for Christian wor-

ship” (CCC 1280). 5. Made citizens and heirs of Heaven (CCC 

1272– 1274). 6. Participation in the Passion, Death, and Resurrec-

tion of Jesus, through which he finds redemption (CCC 1214). 7. 

Conferring of Sanctifying Grace (CCC 1266). 8. Baptism gives us 

new birth into the life of Christ. Therefore, it is necessary for sal-

vation (CCC 1277). There are many signs and symbols used 

throughout the Rite of Baptism such as the water, the sacred 

oils, a white garment and the Baptismal Candle. Pope Benedict 

XVI expresses the meaning of the Baptismal Candle: “In the 

Rite of Baptism there is an eloquent sign that expresses pre-

cisely the transmission of faith. It is the presentation to each of 

those being baptized of a candle lit from the flame of the Easter 

candle: it is the light of the Risen Christ, which you will en-

deavour to pass on to your children. Thus, from one generation 

to the next we Christians transmit Christ’s light to one another 

in such a way that when he returns he may find us with this 

flame burning in our hands.” This is truly the Good News. Bap-

tism is a call to holiness. Learn it, Profess it and Live it. 

VOCATIONS “God is alive, and he needs people to serve him 

and bring him to others. It does makes sense to become a priest: 

the world needs priests, pastors, today, tomorrow and always, 

until the end of time." Pope Benedict XVI 

EMBRACING UNCERTAINTY Over the course of our 

lives, many of us experience uncertainty. We may feel 

uncertain about how we fit into our families, our school 

community or the workplace. We may experience anxi-

ety because we are uncertain about our future, our health 

or our relationships. As we begin a new civil year, while 

we do not know what the future holds, we know WHO 

holds the future: our loving God. May I suggest that 

when we are trying to cope with uncertainty, that we let 

our faith see us through. Here are some suggestions about 

how we can embrace uncertainty and step into our future 

with confidence. 

First, we must accept the fact that we do not have complete 

control over what happens in our lives. A Jesuit spiritual 

director told me years ago that people should focus on what 

they do have, rather than fixate on what they don’t have. 

Similarly, I think we need to assess what we can control and 

let go of our worries about what we cannot control. Every-

one experiences uncertainty at various points in life. The 

important thing is to avoid thinking of the worst scenarios 

and be led by the hope of what may turn out well.   

Second, we need healthy ways to deal with the feelings 

that uncertainty can stir up inside us. Healthy ways of 

coping include praying, exercising, taking a walk, talking 

with a friend, sleeping, eating a healthy diet or listening 

to music. Prayer is definitely a good way to respond be-

cause communion with God reminds me that I do not 

face my uncertainties alone. It is important to avoid un-

healthy ways of coping, and instead develop good habits 

that build up our sense of confidence and hope.  

Third, we need to accept support as we face our uncertain-

ties. God did not create human beings for isolation but for 

community. Through all the seasons of life, we need social 

support. Recently, when I attended a funeral, the woman 

who was widowed commented on the number of friends and 

neighbours who attended the visitation. The woman de-

scribed how during that evening she experienced “the com-

fort of old friends.” That is a good way to describe the sup-

port she received. Our formative years are fast paced, but it 

is important to take the time to build bonds with people. 

Take the time to support others in their moments of diffi-

culty and don’t hesitate to let others know if we are needing 

support. The words of scripture remind us over and over 

again that God has created us in love and God is leading us 

every day. This year, may we turn to God and share with 

him the uncertainties that weight us down. Let us ask the 

Lord for the experience of his closeness that we may move 

forward in hope. May God who has begun such a great 

work in us, bring it to completion. 

EMAIL FOR CONTACTING ME: My temporary email: jo-

seph.sajimathew@gmail.com 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION is avail-

able on Saturdays from 5.00pm-5.40pm in the Church. 

Reconciliation is also available by appointment. Contact 

Fr. Saji directly through email or by phone.  

SUNDAY HOMILY FROM BISHOP ROBERT BAR-

RON is on the feast of the Epiphany, he reflects that we 

should be attentive of our own epiphanies that speak to 

us of God. To listen and watch, click on the ‘Sunday 

Homily’ button on our homepage 

SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL-2023 (Second Col-

lection This Weekend)White Flower Appeal 2023- The 

Society for the protection of Unborn (SPUC) will be holding 

its annual appeal this weekend 14/15th January at both 

Masses. SPUC wants a world where abortion is unthinkable, 

and is raising awareness of the widespread problem of abor-

tion coercion. According to an independent poll, 87% of GPs 

are concerned that the Government’s “pills by post” scheme 

leaves women vulnerable to coerced abortion. SPUC is call-

ing the Prime Minister to condemn this abhorrent tragedy. 

Please be generous as you can to help SPUC defend unborn 

babies and their mothers by highlighting this urgent crisis. 

200 CLUB WINNERS DECEMBER: The winners for 200 

club for December are1st Angela Fenwick £25, 2nd Marie 

Kemp £12, 3rd Lynda Mullen. £!0. Many congratulations to the 

winners. Our grateful thanks go to Carol Crossland. 

CHRIST THE KING 200 CLUB- NEW MEMBERS 

ARE VERY WELCOME! The 200 Club has been set up to 

raise funds for our Church and School, with half the money 

raised given out in three cash prizes each month, and the 

other half divided equally between the Church and School 

each December. During 2022 we had 82 members, with more 

members, monthly prizes will increase, but more importantly 

we will raise more funds for the church and the school. The 

cost is £12 per year for one number in the draw each month. 

Carol Crossland will be collecting money after masses 

throughout January, alternatively this can be placed in an 

envelope, clearly marked 200 Club, with your full name and 

telephone number, and left with Father Saji at Church, or 

posted. We also will accept bank transfers (please state 

Name, and Church or School when making your payment) 

Sort Code 52-10-03 Account No 66287715 Please note this 

IS NOT the same as the account used by Fr Saji for donations 

each week. Thank you to everyone for taking part. Carol 

Crossland. 

WORLD YOUTH DAY, LISBON (31st July - 7 th August 

2023): The diocese of CLIFTON is taking a group of young 

people (aged 18-35) to World Youth Day in Lisbon summer 

2023. Booking process now open; the price is £1,295, which 

includes flights, 3* accommodation (shared room), transfers, 

WYD registration fee & meal vouchers. If you are between 

18-35 you can book to join the Diocesan group online. 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION of Unborn 

Children (SPUC) are holding their White Flower appeal this 

weekend 14/15 January. There will be a collection after all our 

Sunday Masses. Please give generously. 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2022/2023 

The first session will be on Sunday 21 January at 12.30am in our 

Church for the children. It is very important that all sessions are 

attended.  

APPLICATIONS PLEASE FOR CONFIRMATION IN 

2023. For young people in school Year 9 or above please apply 

NOW as we will soon be finalising the programme. 

DO FRIENDS MEAN MUCH? People who make a place in 

our hearts are the ones who give us a positive experience in life. 

Our friends are such people who add joy to our lives even in 

difficult times.  Our friends are the people we are comfortable 

with and can open our hearts. We can share our joys and sorrows 

with them without feeling judged. When we know someone is 

there for us, we become fearless, and it is without fear that we 

enjoy living our lives. Admire if you have such friends in life 

and try to be a heartwarming friend to those who rely upon you. 

Friends make us love our lives.With them we look forward to 

living each day of life. 


