
 

                                                                                                               
WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT- YEAR– A-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: DO YOU STILL BELIEVE?  This is a question we often ask little ones around the 

time of Christmas.  It usually has to do with someone who is dressed in red and has an affinity for chimneys. My question 

though is about your belief in the Word of God that we hear this weekend. We hear a very familiar prophecy from Isaiah, that 

paints a picture that calls for belief rather than proof.  Isaiah says that animals that usually eat each other are going to lay down 

in peace together. He tells us that the poor will be judged justly, and that the afflicted who live in our land will be treated with 

compassion. The prophecy depends on this “shoot that shall sprout from the stump of Jesse.”  Has your thought pattern and your 

heart been touched by cynicism? 

Have you begun to believe in the inevitability of hatred and division? Do you make it part of your life's creed to make sure that 

you are part of the “haves” instead of the “have nots”?Advent is the time to acknowledge the parts of our lives that are not being 

lived out of the promise of God and to do the necessary pruning that will allow us to live in the pattern of Jesus and in the power 

of the Holy Spirit. The gospel this weekend reminds us that we are to be the proverbial trees that bear good fruit for the kingdom 

of God. We are given the example of John the Baptist to  follow, not so much in the kind of clothes he wears, or in the place 

where He lives, but in the prophetic life that is reflected in his witness. All of us are preparing one way or another for the 

coming of Christmas, but are you preparing in a prophetic way? Have you decided how you will celebrate Christmas in a way 

that more deeply brings about the kingdom of God here on earth? Have you made sure that you are somehow connecting with 

the poor and those who live on the margins of life as a direct way of celebrating Christmas? Is there “no room in the inn” for the 

one who is about to be born again in the world? There are some fundamental questions that we could be asking that would allow 

us to revive our hearts in the spirit of Jesus. Is more always better? Is security the ultimate value in our lives? Is loving another, 

including our enemies, worth the risk? Is God’s wisdom greater than my own? Is believing the truth better than living a lie? Is 

humble sacrifice, laudable, or foolish?  I only list these questions because they are questions that I ask myself. I do not pretend 

to live a perfect life, nor always make the choices that are godly. What I do want to do is to join this advent adventure with you 

in a prophetic way. I believe that living in a prophetic way has many benefits. It means that we are choosing to live the way that 

Jesus has asked us to live, and it offers others who watch us an alternative that is better than what they are being offered out of 

fear in our world. Would you like to join me on this journey? If you would, let’s act on this individually, and as a community. I 

believe there’s no better way to celebrate Christmas than bringing Christ to others by our way of living. 

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” Matthew 3:10 Do you bear good 

fruit for Jesus? Do you spend time in prayer or do you waste it with mindless activity? Do you use your talent to help others or 

are you too busy? Do you use your treasure to support the Church or do you buy more things that go unused. Our time, talent 

and treasure are gifts from God. What we do with these gifts is our gift back to Him. What gifts are you planning to give to the 

Lord during this upcoming Christmas season? 1st December was World Aids Day! This is a special day to raise awareness of the 

AIDS pandemic and mourn those who have died of this disease. It has been a day celebrated since 1988. The day also sets a tone 

for further education on AIDS prevention and control. Thus weekend’s gospel from Matthew highlights the powerful 

proclamation of John the Baptist who makes mention that it is not enough to say that one believes, but we must all act in 

accordance to our beliefs. Have a great weekend. BE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his 

voice heard in the joy of your heart. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and all mankind shall see the salvation 

of God. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE-24TH DECEMBER VIGIL MASS FOR CHRISTMAS (CHILDREN) AT 

6.00PM, 24TH DECEMBER CAROL SERVICE AT 11.30PM, 25TH DECEMBER MASS AT 12.00 AM 

(MIDNIGHT) 25TH DECEMBER-CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES AT 9.30AM AND 11.00AM 

 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF CHRIST THE KING 
THE PRESBYTERY, 4 LORDS CROFT, AMESBURY, WILTS., SP47EP 

Parish Office Telephone: 01980 622177                                                                                                
A                                                                                                                                                                                

Website: Amesbury.cliftondiocese.com                                                                                                               
PARISH  MOBILE 07412604880A                                                                                                                                                                                           

PARISH PRIEST: Rev Saji Mathew 

saji.mathew@cliftondiocese.com 

PARISH DONATIONS: Generosity is at the heart of the 

Gospel and the Christian life. We really appreciate your weekly 

giving at Mass. Donating a regular amount of money is the best 

way of supporting your parish financially. It enables us to plan 

ahead knowing that we have a reliable source of income, 

especially in these uncertain times. Your giving allows us to do 

everything we do here in this Parish, including enabling our 

Masses to take place, sacramental preparation, work with 

children and youth and their families and much more. All of this 

is made possible by your prayers, serving and giving – we 

couldn’t do it without you. If you would like to send in a cheque, 

please make it payable to "Catholic Parish of Christ the King. If 

you would like to give regularly but do not want to give online 

then please use the Standing Order Form, as well as the GiftAid 

declaration form, if you are a UK tax payer. You can collect the 

forms from Jeff Coy, our parish treasurer and please return the 

forms to him. Jeff will help you to process the Gift Aid Form and 

enlighten you more about it A big thank you for all your 

generous donations, which are greatly appreciated. Should you 

wish to transfer to standing order or bank transfer, the Parish 

bank details are: Name: Christ the King Church Amesbury: 

Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 Account Number 66286638. If you 

wish to remember the Parish in your Will, further information is 

available from the Parish Office. Thank you and God bless you. 

WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors attending public 

Mass. Whether you are just passing through or looking for a 

spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King inviting and 

spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a regular basis, we 

encourage you to register with the parish. Please call our parish 

office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we hope you enjoy 

your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always open to you, your 

family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all good)  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: Children's Liturgy 

of the Word is an extension of the Liturgy that provides young children 

with a worship experience shared in ways understandable and engaging 

to them. The Children's Liturgy of the Word includes the First Reading, 

Responsorial Psalm, Alleluia, Gospel Reading, Gospel Reflection, 

Creed and Prayer of the Faithful. Children participate by joining the 

group as it gathers in the hall when invited by the celebrant after the 

Opening Prayer. They are sent forth with the team of volunteers and 

return during the Offertory. In order to continue this task on a regular 

basis we need committed volunteers. We are looking forward to 

recruiting new members who are able to lead children’s liturgy. If you 

are interested, please contact Father Saji. Children’s liturgy materials 

will be supplied for the programme. 

FLOWER COMMEMORATIONS If you are looking for a way 

to help beautify our worship in our church, you may want to 

consider donating money to purchase a floral arrangement that may 

be placed in the sanctuary. This is a lovely way to remember a loved 

one who has died or to commemorate a special birthday or 

anniversary of a family member. If you are interested placing a 

floral arrangement, please contact  Anne Larke at 07485423471 or  

please contact Father Saji. 

SIGN OF THE CROSS  Question: Why do Catholics make 

the sign of the cross?  Answer: The sign of the cross is a devotional 

practice that dates back to the first Apostles. When making the sign 

of the cross, we remember Jesus Christ who died for us and also 

bear  witness to the fact that we belong to him and are called to 

share the Good News to all the world. At our Baptism, we were 

signed with a cross and marked for Christ. That mark remains on us 

throughout the entirety of our lives. We remind ourselves of that 

mark every time we make the same gesture over our bodies. We also 

remind ourselves that to be a Christian means we are to “put on 

Christ” and be Christ for a world that needs to know him. In a way, 

this devotional gesture covers us with Christ so that others may see 

him in us.  Catholics are not the only ones who make the sign of the 

cross. Orthodox, Lutheran, and Anglicans are examples of other 

Christians who maintain this same ancient tradition. 

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS LIST “Every best and every 

perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.” 

James 1:17 By the time December unfurls, every child has probably 

completed their Christmas list. As adults, perhaps we simply buy 

things we want throughout the year, leaving us puzzled over a 

traditional  holiday list for our families. Oh, you still get it done, but 

why not try something new this year for yourself? A spiritual 

Christmas list. What do you want to possess deep within your soul 

that has been elusive? What beauty would you like to adorn your 

sometimes wayward heart? What spiritual goals have you put aside 

as too challenging? This different kind of Christmas list isn’t 

generated from the Sears Wish Book, or from internet searching; it 

comes from God’s Word. Browse various Biblical books. Listen to 

what the Holy Spirit speaks. A myriad of spiritual items comprise 

the vast inventory from Genesis to Revelation--you can order 

them—put them in your shopping cart! Start from the basics—the 

fruits of the Spirit found in  Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity, gentleness, and self-control. Who 

couldn’t up the shelf supplies on these?! Or compose a list from any 

other book in God’s Word. Last Advent I was browsing through 

Psalm 51, and found these desirable items/qualities/virtues/

blessings: mercy, compassion, goodness, cleansing, wisdom, 

sincerity of heart, joy and gladness, clean heart, steadfast spirit, 

God’s presence, joy of salvation, willing spirit, teaching, rescue, 

healing power, broken spirit, humbled heart, prosper, rebuilt. Wow--

what a spiritual lineup! I was ready to fill up my cart. But after 

several days of contemplation, I actually settled on one: steadfast 

spirit. Is there an item from Galatians or Psalm 51 that you want in 

your cart? Order it. Learn the steps to get it. Pay for it. The Father of 

lights will send it in His perfect timing. There is no guaranteed one 

day shipping from heaven. But it will arrive, if you trust in Him. Be 

patient—your spiritual Christmas list will be fulfilled. 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 3RD DECEMBER-2022  

SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER MASS AT 6.00PM   DONALD 

CHARLES VINCENT, RIP 

SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER MASS AT 11.00AM   

MONDAY 5TH DECEMBER MASS AT 10.00AM   PRIVATE 

INTENTIONS 

TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER MASS AT 10.00AM  CAROL 

DRENNAN (INTENTIONS) 

WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER MASS AT 10.00AM  SUE 

BRADWELL (INTENTIONS) 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER MASS AT 10..00AM  GAY 

TARRANT (BIRTHDAY INTENTIONS) 12.00PM 

MEMORIAL MASS FOR GORDON BURT, RIP 

FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND 

MASS AT 6.00PM   EMILY AND ROSS (INTENTIONS) 

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER MASS AT 6.00PM  FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

 SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER MASS AT 11.00AM   

BE WHAT YOU ARE AND BE AT ITS BEST: Being true 

self means we are who we are. We neither pretend nor try to 

change ourselves to fit in. Many people are afraid of being their 

true selves because they fear being judged or excluded. So, they 

give up being themselves and embrace a lifestyle to become part 

of a group. In doing so, they slowly lose their true identity, so 

they neither connect well with others or themselves. Be your real 

self. You will always be able to create stronger connections and 

turn them into long-lasting relationships. To connect well with 

others, all you have to do is be your true self. 



RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): The Sacrament of Con-

fession or Sacrament of Penance is celebrated on Saturdays from 

5.00pm- 5:40pm prior to the vigil Mass. Throughout the Advent 

season, there will be opportunities for Confessions from 6.30pm-

7.30pm or by making appointment.  

HOLY HOUR DURING THE ADVENT SEASON:  We will 

be having the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 9.00am-

10.00am during  Advent weekdays except on Fridays. The Exposi-

tion of the Blessed Sacrament on Friday will be as usual at 5.00pm 

and Mass at 6.00pm. We will be praying the Morning Prayer on 

Monday, Tuesday Wednesday and Thursday. Rosary is prayed on all 

weekdays after Mass except on Fridays. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Applications are requested for 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation in 2023. For First 

Holy Communion, if your child is in Year 3 or above and for 

Confirmation Year 9 or above please apply NOW as we will 

soon be preparing the programmes. You can collect applica-

tion forms from Father Saji. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We would once again like to be 

able to hold our Children’s Liturgy Program during the 11:00 

Mass, each week. We’re searching for 4 to 5 adults to rotate Sun-

days to work with the children, during Mass to explain the Sunday’s 

liturgy to them in ways they can understand and participate. Inter-

ested adults should contact Father Saji Mathew. 

EMAIL FOR CONTACTING ME: My temporary email: jo-

seph.sajimathew@gmail.com 

ROLLING BAZAAR. We have a wide range of festive goods as 

you browse the stalls. Buy Christmas gifts, and other items. 

Ready for the festive season including fashion, accessories, chil-

dren's gifts, clothing and much more. We look forward to seeing 

you all! 

HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?  I’ve got some great news for some 

of you: Jesus Christ doesn’t care what name you bear. He doesn’t 

care where you were born, and he doesn’t care what your family tree 

looks like. He doesn’t care where you grew up or where you went to 

school. I’ve also got some bad news for some of you: See above. It’s 

so easy to take our salvation for granted. The mercy of God makes it 

so. Look at John the Baptist — he was pouring water on everybody 

who wanted it. Everybody but one group: those who expected it. 

Those who thought it was a given because of who they were, be-

cause of what they were. Those who had no intention of doing the 

work of repentance. Sometimes, because God is so faithful, we make 

the  mistake of forgetting that He is also just. I am baptized, we 

think. I made my First Communion, and I was Confirmed. That’s 

enough. I went to Catholic school. I know all the Ten Command-

ments and I can tell you anything you want to know about the Popes. 

That’s enough. I’m on parish council. I put money in the basket, and 

I  volunteer. That’s enough. None of it is enough. It would never be 

enough. And before we look upon the Pharisees and Sadducees with 

too much judgment, we need to remember: the work of repentance is 

ongoing. It is a process that we must commit to within  ourselves, 

continuously. God is the missing element to this equation. He is the 

one who raises children to Abraham from the stones. If we rely only 

on our own abilities, our own merits, our own offerings, it will never 

be enough. 

POPE FRANCIS INTENTION FOR DECEMBER Volunteer 

Not-for-Profit Organisations We pray that volunteer non-profit 

organisations committed to human development find people dedi-

cated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 

international cooperation. 

ON THAT DAY, A SHOOT SHALL SPROUT FROM THE 

STUMP OF JESSE and from his roots a bud shall blossom” (Is 

11:1). This coming Thursday, December 8th, is the Solemnity of 

the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is 9 

months before the celebration of the birthday of Mary. We honour 

the Mother of Jesus and recall the special graces that God has 

given to Mary. Pope Pius IX defined the dogma of the Immaculate 

Conception in his proclamation on December 8, 1854: “The most 

Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her concep-

tion, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by 

virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, 

preserved immune from all stain of original sin”.  

The celebration of the Immaculate Conception also reminds me of 

the apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary to St. Catherine Laboure 

in 1830. In November of 1830, Mary appeared to St. Catherine at 

the Rue de Bac Chapel in Paris, France. Our Blessed Mother was 

standing on a globe, with dazzling rays of light streaming from her 

outstretched hands. Framing the apparition was an inscription: “O 

Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 

thee.” When Mary spoke to St. Catherine, she said, “Have a medal 

struck upon this model. Those who wear it will receive great 

graces, especially if they wear it around the neck. Those who re-

peat this prayer with devotion will be, in a special manner, under 

the protection of the Mother of God. Graces will be abundantly 

bestowed upon those who have confidence.” You can still go to 

that chapel today and pray where St. Catherine received that appa-

rition. After the apparition, St. Catherine spoke to her spiritual 

director and later received approval to have the Medals made in 

1832. The Daughters of Charity began wearing the Medals and 

gave them to the elderly and sick. Almost immediately, miraculous 

healings, cures, and conversions occurred. People were asking for 

the Medals and were calling them the “Medal of the Immaculate 

Conception”. The popularity of the Medal quickly spread through-

out France and beyond. People began to call it the Miraculous 

Medal. Then in 1846, sixteen years after the Miraculous Medal 

was shown to Catherine. The Medal is not to be treated as a lucky 

charm but is to be worn with love and trust.  

Our Blessed Mother has given us this sign out of the great depths 

of her love for you and a reminder to turn to her and ask for her 

intercession. God has graced Mary abundantly. These graces, 

Mary does not keep and hide for herself, but rather seeks to work 

in your life as she wants to be your companion, your friend, your 

help. I also invite you to put on your calendars the Advent Penance 

Service for our Deanery on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 7:00pm which 

will take place at St Gregory’s, Salisbury. 

COMPANIONS NEEDED TO ACCOMPANY PERSONS 

IN NEED Do you have some extra time and would like to help 

a person in need? Christ the King Parish assists certain needy 

persons with transportation, shopping, doctor visits, and similar 

errands. These individuals also often desire socialisation, such 

as having breakfast or lunch with you, attending parish social 

events, and so on. The work is rewarding because the helper 

develops a relationship with the individuals needing assistance. 

If interested and are willing to be of any help, please email Fa-

ther Saji. “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 

fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.” (John 15:8) 

CHURCH CLEANERS: THANK YOU. We are very 

grateful to all who have helped with the cleaning of the 

Church and the Parish Hall on Thursday. Thank you also to 

the brass cleaners and for everyone who kindly offers help 

with cleaning week after week. Our grateful thanks to every-

one who has contributed their time and talent for the glory of 

God.  Your help is invaluable and very much appreciated. 

May Christ our Saviour bless you all during this Festive 

Season. 

UPDATES ON CHRIST THE KING PRIMARY SCHOOL –

SOPHIE SHORT: How wonderful it was for staff and pu-

pils to join the congregation for Mass this week! It was 

wonderful for them to see how the church has changed for 

this season of preparation and notice some of the items we 

have in school to show we are preparing are also present in 

the church, further demonstrating the importance of these 

symbols. We were also thrilled to receive a very generous 

hamper which will be raffled off by our PTA to help raise 

vital funds for the school; thank you to all those in the par-

ish who kindly donated items for this. The school term is 

swiftly drawing to a close and we'd like to remind you of 

some special upcoming events, which members of the par-

ish are most welcome to attend: KS1 Nativity - Friday 9th 

December at KS2 Advent Carol Service - Tuesday 13th De-

cember, 6pm (light refreshments from 5pm in the church 

hall)Thank you to Sharon who has kindly volunteered her 

time to help us rehearse for these. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT CARD PROJECT: Our Advent 

Season Gift Card Donations Support our Social Outreach’s 

Advent-Christmas Gift Card Project. By donating, you will 

help our parish provide gift cards to needy families at homeless 

shelters and receiving support from Catholic Charities and low 

income families locally. You can contribute by donating £25 or 

any other amount gift cards (any of the super markets) or send-

ing a check for the parish to purchase gift cards on your behalf. 

On the back of the cheque, please write gift card donation. 

Please place a card or cheque in an envelope marked Social 

Outreach Gift Card Project. Place the envelope in the collec-

tion basket or deliver to the parish Office or Presbytery. Many 

of these families were previously homeless and need to con-

serve their income for rent, food, and other necessities. If you 

would like to participate, call or email Father Saji. Thank you 

for your generosity in bringing joy to families during this diffi-

cult time of year. 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTY-Venue  Christ the 

King Parish Hall  Date   SATURDAY 17th December  11am - 

2pm Dress Code    Fancy dress or Christmas-

themed     Maximum age 11 (year 6) Please sign up at the 

back of the church. Thanks to everyone who supported the 

cake and biscuit sale on Sunday 27th November. Your gener-

osity was amazing. Teenagers will be organising this event 

supported by Helen James and Sue Winfrey. (Please let Fr. Saji 

know if you are a teenager who would like to help.) 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS AND POINSETTIA DONA-

TIONS: Christmas has always been a time to gather and 

celebrate the birth of Christ with family and loved ones. 

During the Advent and Christmas season, we decorate our 

Church with poinsettias. Their vivid reds and greens call to 

mind past Christmases and the loved ones who celebrated 

them with us. You can make a dedication to a loved one 

with a £10 donation for up to two names (or the name of a 

group).The names of those you wish to honour will be re-

membered and prayed for during Christmas season. The 

funds donated will be used to help offset the cost of fresh 

flowers and poinsettias to beautify the Church and enrich 

our worship experience during this season. By presenting a 

Poinsettia plant to the church to help decorate the Church, 

you can remember and honour that tradition, even if your 

family and loved ones can’t be with you at this time. You 

can either bring in poinsettias or please give your contribu-

tion to Ann Larke. Thank you and God bless you! 
THE WINNERS OF 200 CLUB for November are: 1st 

Christine Kinghorn £25, 2nd Luis Fernandes £12 3rd Michelle 

Smith £10. Many congratulations to the winners. Our grateful 

thanks go to the organisers. 

ADVENT: LET GOD INTO YOUR HEART As the days 

until Christmas drew near, Henry asked his mom if he could 

have a new bicycle. Mom told him to write to Santa Claus; how-

ever Henry suggested a letter to Jesus would be more valuable 

so he went to his room and wrote, “Dear Jesus, I have been a 

very good boy and would like to have a new bicycle for Christ-

mas.” Afterwards Henry was unhappy with his letter so he tried 

again, “Dear Jesus, I’m a good boy most of the time and would 

like a bike for Christmas.” Again he was dissatisfied so he tried 

a third time, “Dear Jesus, I could be a good boy if I tried hard 

and especially if I had a new bike for Christmas.” Henry was 

still not happy with his letter so he went out for a walk to think 

upon a better approach. After a short time he passed a house 

with a small statue of the Blessed Mother in the front garden. He 

crept in, stuffed the statue under his coat, hurried home and hid 

it under his bed. Then he wrote the final version of his letter, 

“Dear Jesus, if you want to see your mother again, you’d better 

send me a new bike.” It is common for people of faith to dis-

cover creative ways to “blackmail” Jesus for something wanted 

in exchange for a commitment to a lifestyle of prayer and good 

works. The “new bicycle” may simply be better health, greater 

wealth, or some desired possession. Unfortunately some hold 

back from God until that desire is granted. This week the church 

highlights the Second Week in Advent, which gives prominence 

to the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Monday, December 

12. Under this title Mary is honoured as the patroness of all the 

countries that make up America; therefore, it fosters a spirit of 

unity among nations of North, Central, and South America. 

Since Advent is a season of preparation, I often discover tremen-

dous joy on faces of people who anticipate the celebration of 

Christmas without falling victim to seasonal anxieties that lead 

to fatigue and weariness.  

Advent is a highly countercultural season that is difficult for 

most to sustain; yet, if God is everywhere he is to be found in 

many “seasonal activities” which engenders ample opportunity 

to live the message of Advent, which is hope, peace, joy, and 

love. Spiritual renewal shines forth anytime we possess the cour-

age to place an unanticipated need of another over personal pri-

orities and routines. Charitable acts are easy to perform if a per-

son sits idle waiting for an opportunity to respond to an unex-

pected need, yet a life oriented to sudden and critical needs 

throughout busy moments of a day may make this difficult; 

therefore, Advent challenges us to let go of self-cares (new bicy-

cles) so that we come to the Lord with a mission that is genuine 

rather than superficial. The spiritual life is enhanced throughout 

Advent if there is recognition of God in the endeavours of the 

season. An obsession to make things perfect for Christmas 

plagues countless lives during Advent and steers individuals to 

irritation, anger, and frustration. If the pace of Advent gravitates 

from the spiritual, and if each activity is attentive to the presence 

of God, holiness is communicated in conversations, shopping 

malls, workplaces, neighbourhoods, schools, and families. If 

not, Advent becomes a lost season that amputates people from 

God regardless of well decorated externals visible for all. It is 

not hard to lose sight that the purpose of Advent is preparation 

for Christmas which articulates Christ as God’s gift to creation.  

The scriptures proclaimed for the 2nd Sunday of Advent lull us 

into the activities of God from the prophet Isaiah while John the 

Baptist in Matthew’s Gospel holds claim that we must recognise 

the Messiah when he comes. This awakens us to apply ourselves 

to discover newfound space that lets God into our hearts by jour-

neying down a path which believes that small actions make a big 

difference in the lives of people who seek our love and under-

standing. Throughout this season there is always a strong urge in 

me to visit or call someone who has lost touch with me. Surprise 

phone calls rekindle togetherness of good, past relationships that 

permit us to be the “voice in the desert” that cries out, “Prepare 

the way of the Lord.” 


