
 

                                                                                                               
WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

29TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: ASSISTING EACH OTHER The characteristics and virtues of our faith community 

will be shown in the way we cooperate with the will of God in the service of the faith community. In order to serve God 

faithfully we participate actively in the life of the family of the parish with a sense of mission and vision. In the same way as we 

hear about Moses needing assistance from the people of his community, so we will need each other to grow with a sense of 

mission and care for the wider community. What we do for the glory of God will mark the deepest character of our community. 

When Moses was standing on a hilltop praying for his people who were entering into a battle, he knew he needed assistance 

over the long haul. Any of us can do whatever is asked of us over a short period of time but over the long-haul we recognise that 

we cannot do some things by ourselves. The major transition that is happening within our church communities will demand that 

each of us hold each other up. We must be persistent in our prayer, asking God to give us the courage and patience that it takes 

for us to be faithful in all things. Some of us will be tempted to become cynical and hide behind our excuses for not 

participating. Some of us will be angry or frustrated, and instead of dealing with that honestly within ourselves we will take it 

out on others. Whenever we experience the structures of our lives changing we have an opportunity to deepen our faithfulness to 

God and to one another.  Let us be especially attentive to those who are suffering and have the most to lose. Let us have a 

special eye out for those who are on the peripheries of our community. Let us make sure that we take care of the vulnerable, the 

poor and those whose life circumstances have left them alone or separated from those that love.  

You never fail until you’re satisfied with failure.  Failure is not falling down; failure is staying down when you have the choice 

to get back up.  Sometimes you have to fail a thousand times to succeed.  Which means you haven’t really failed yet; you’ve just 

found a bunch of ways that don’t work.  So don’t get so hung up on a few failed attempts that you miss every new opportunity 

coming your way.  All of your ideas that don’t work are simply stepping stones on your way to the one idea that does. Your life 

may not be perfect, but it is good.  And more good things are coming down the road as long as you keep moving forward.  

Let us make sure that we continue to be the welcoming community that our reputation says that we are. Let us be a safe place 

where all are welcome and a place where Jesus Christ is proclaimed by our every word and action. We have much to celebrate 

in our faith community and our rich history. Make a choice to be involved, to thank God for the generosity and blessings that we 

have experienced in our lives and in our community’s life. Let us walk together, step by step, in faith and not in fear. Our 

scripture reading from Luke’s Gospel calls us to “”pray always without becoming weary.” It brings to light times in life when it 

is not convenient to pray, aware that prayer is vital to our lives as well as opportunities to ponder moments we become weary 

from persistent prayer unaware of the way God answers those prayers. Have a nice weekend. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: To you I call, for you shall surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the 

apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that we 

can see what hope his call holds for us. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their 

souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Applications are requested for First Holy Communion and Confirmation in 2023. For 

First Holy Communion, if your child is in Year 3 or above and for Confirmation Year 9 or above please apply NOW as we 

will soon be preparing the programmes. You can collect application forms from Father Saji. 
FISH AND CHIP SUPPER 5TH NOVEMBER: Following our successful and popular Fish and Chip supper last year, we 

are organising our 2nd Annual Fish and Chips / Bingo / Raffle and Fireworks evening which will be on Saturday 5th 

November at 7 o clock after the 6pm Mass. Cost £10 per adult, £5 for children portions for those under 16, which will 

need to be paid in advance. Registration forms are available in the Narthex for you to register your names .  
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors attending public 

Mass. Whether you are just passing through or looking for a 

spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King inviting and 

spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a regular basis, we 

encourage you to register with the parish. Please call our parish 

office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we hope you enjoy 

your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always open to you, your 

family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all good)  

DONATIONS A big thank you for all your generous donations, 

which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish to transfer to 

standing order or bank transfer, the Parish bank details are: Name: 

Christ the King Church Amesbury: Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 

Account Number 66286638. If you wish to remember the Parish in 

your Will, further information is available from the Parish Office. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: Children's Liturgy 

of the Word is an extension of the Liturgy that provides young children with 

a worship experience shared in ways understandable and engaging to them. 

The Children's Liturgy of the Word includes the First Reading, 

Responsorial Psalm, Alleluia, Gospel Reading, Gospel Reflection, Creed 

and Prayer of the Faithful. Children participate by joining the group as it 

gathers in the hall when invited by the celebrant after the Opening Prayer. 

They are sent forth with the team of volunteers and return during the 

Offertory. In order to continue this task on a regular basis we need 

committed volunteers. We are looking forward to recruiting new members 

who are able to lead children’s liturgy. If you are interested, please contact 

Father Saji. Children’s liturgy materials will be supplied for the programme. 

LIVE THE LITURGY: Does God finally answer our persistent 

prayers to stop us from bothering Him? The thought that persistent 

prayer can be disturbing or upsetting to God does not ring true with 

the images of God as compassionate, understanding, merciful, and 

loving that our tradition conveys. Yet, Jesus tells his disciples to 

“pray always without becoming weary.” Maybe the type of prayer 

necessary to endure the trials of discipleship and the challenges and 

criticisms of Christian teaching goes beyond words. We need to tend 

to the realities of human life. The persistent prayer of which Jesus 

speaks is the prayer of the heart. This contemplative, silent, loving 

prayer gives us the vision to see God in all things, especially in each 

human soul. Desiring God alone and not only what we want God to 

do for us places this love relationship foremost in our minds, hearts, 

and souls. As we breathe in and exhale out, the Divine Life flows. 

This alone can provide the strength of endurance to confront 

anything contrary to the truth of faith. 

PRAY PERSISTENTLY There is no doubt that we all have 

struggles – daily struggles in our lives. But unless you are here and 

experience in different ways the struggles people have in their lives 

when they call or walk through the doors of our church, can you 

give thanks to God for the little struggles most of us have in our 

lives. From life-threatening personal illness, a major illness of a 

loved one, family issues, accidents, deaths, missing deceased loved 

ones, internal strife, battles with Satan, our world, our studies, work 

or travels – I could go on and on. These are just some of the trying 

events we hear of and see on a routine basis. And how are these 

dealt with? I hope and believe that anyone who phones, texts, emails 

or walks in is met with the same care and love each and every time! 

With all the conveniences we have in our lives, maybe too many 

conveniences, we have so many issues to deal with. Some are 

caused by our “first world” way of life, but many issues are out of 

our control. Years ago, I found a prayer from Thomas Merton, a 

Trappist Monk and excellent writer relating to our struggles. Many 

times I will pull it out for myself. I pray it may help you as well: 

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the 

road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor 

do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following 

your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe 

that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I 

have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do 

anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will 

lead me by the right road though I may know nothing about it. 

Therefore, will I trust you always though I may seem to be lost and 

in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and 

you will never leave me to face my perils alone.” 

HELPING OTHERS BRING POSITIVITY: When we help 

someone in any way, we aim to uplift them. When we uplift 

others, not only do we get inner satisfaction, but we ourselves get 

inspired and encouraged. Most people try to halt other people from 

growing because they feel insecure. Such people forget that when 

other people grow, they will also be able to share their fruits with 

them. If we cooperate with one another, we can achieve more 

considerable success in life because we will have people to support 

us and their experiences to learn from. Always be open to helping 

others. The positive change you bring in their life will brighten up 

even your own life. Help others grow, you will create a beautiful 

garden for yourself. 

STEWARDSHIP-AN EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE: As we 

continue to reflect on the virtue of stewardship during the month of 

October, today we remember the nature of stewardship as an 

expression of our gratitude to God. The scriptures this Sunday speak 

of perseverance in prayer ... we turn to God constantly and 

faithfully, trusting that God hears our prayers and provides for all of 

our needs, in good times and in bad times. Stewardship – the sharing 

of our time, our attention, our treasure, whatever we value the most 

– is an offering of thanksgiving to God in gratitude for God’s 

goodness to us. We could say that our commitment to the virtue of 

stewardship is a manifestation of the presence of gratitude in our 

hearts. May I say again, thank you for your generous support of our 

parish and its ministries. I rejoice in the good example of grateful 

hearts here at CTK as our stewardship is a sign of our gratitude for 

the abundant blessings we have received from God. 

FOOD BANK: Thank you to everyone who continues to support 

the food bank through donations of food or money. So many people 

find your donations a life line. This week we ask for savoury snacks 

- crisps etc., microwave rice, coffee and tinned pasta/spaghetti/

macaroni. Thank you. 

UNDERSTAND INNER STRENGTH TO FACE 

CHALLENGES: Challenges are forces that create a barrier in our 

life. To overcome any obstacle, we need to build and cultivate our 

inner strength. The reason why most people do not try or give up in 

front of a challenge is not the lack of skills or abilities; they are 

unaware of their inner strength. Once we recognise our inner 

strength, even significant obstacles become manageable. In order to 

create inner strength, you need to be true to yourself, trust yourself, 

surround yourself with positive people, help others, think positive, 

meditate and pray. Once you feel strong from within, no challenge 

will ever make you weak. 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 15TH OCOBER  2022  

SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER  MASS AT 6.00PM  GORDON BURT, RIP 

SUNDAY 16TH OCTOBER MASS AT 11.00AM ALL THOSE WHO 
HAVE DIED FROM SUICIDE 

MONDAY 17TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10.00AM   ANN LARKE 

(INTENTIONS) 

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10.00AM  CAROL DRENNAN 

(INTENTIONS) 

WEDNESDAY 19TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10.00AM. DEACON JOHN 

PROCTOR (HEALING) 

THURSDAY 20TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10..00AM PRIVATE 

INTENTIONS 

FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND MASS AT 

6.00PM  HOLY SOULS 

SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER MASS AT 6.00PM  JOHN AND ANN 

COCKRELL (HEALING) 

SUNDAY 23RD OCTOBER MASS AT 11.00AM  MARIA KOWALSKA, 

RIP 



EMAIL FOR CONTACTING ME: My temporary email: jo-

seph.sajimathew@gmail.com 

FROM SCHOOL GOVERNOR, MICHAEL FITZPATRICK

-Our parish school is funded by Wiltshire County Local Author-

ity based on the number of pupils enrolled. Each year the school 

must live within that budget, adjusting its staff level and pupil 

services to match the money provided. When sudden, unexpected 

expenses occur this provides an extra challenge to the school 

budget and further funding from local government or the diocese 

is not always possible. 

The new Broadband Fibre Optic connection to the school re-

quires that a more modern Internet Server device must be pur-

chased, costing about £6,000. Every classroom and every office 

requires Internet to access the school systems. A modern online 

system has been a blessing for remote learning during Covid and 

continues to be essential for day-to-day teaching and learning. 

The school is ever grateful to CTK parish for its support through 

the 200 Club, but this £6,000 chunk of extra expense exceeds that 

annual contribution. Any additional fund-raising scheme that the 

parish might create would be a blessing and a great relief to the 

admin staff at school who must stretch every pound to give our 

children the highest quality of Catholic education. I will be very 

happy to discuss ideas for solving this problem. 

FLOWER COMMEMORATIONS If you are looking for a way 

to help beautify our worship in our church, you may want to con-

sider donating money to purchase a floral arrangement that may 

be placed in the sanctuary. This is a lovely way to remember a 

loved one who has died or to commemorate a special birthday or 

anniversary of a family member. If you are interested placing a 

floral arrangement, please contact the Anne Larke at 

07485423471 or  please contact Father Saji. 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): The Sacrament of 

Confession or Sacrament of Penance is celebrated on Satur-

days from 5.00pm- 5:40pm prior to the vigil Mass or by mak-

ing appointment. 

POPE FRANCIS INTENTION FOR OCTOBER For a Church 

open to everyone We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and 

courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the Church be a com-

munity of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an 

atmosphere of synodality. 

SPARKING HOLINESS As the seasons change, a lot of us like 

to clean out our homes and unload some of the junk we’ve acquired 

over the summer. One trendy approach to decluttering is the Marie 

Kondo method, named after the author who popularized it. Overly 

simplified, it’s a process that compels you to go through your clos-

ets, your garage, your basement — all the places you collect the 

dreaded “stuff.” As you do so, you hold up the items and ask your-

self: “Does it spark joy?” It’s a question that is bold in its simplicity. 

In answering, you’re supposed to go with your gut. If it’s a quick 

“Yes, it sparks joy,” the item should be kept. If the answer is no, it 

gets tossed. There are people in life who will support our efforts to 

do God’s will. There are those who will, as Paul says, “convince, 

reprimand, (and) encourage,” unafraid of the reaction we give them. 

There are those who will shore up our defences when the battle goes 

longer than we thought. The same goes for hobbies and pastimes. 

There are those that will ennoble our minds and bring us closer to 

God. And there are also those that will drain our funds and our free 

time, with nothing to show for it. During these autumn months, don’t 

just declutter your basement in preparation for the hauling out of the 

Christmas ornaments. Take stock of the people and pursuits that 

make up your life. With each one, ask yourself: “Does it spark holi-

ness?” If the answer is yes, thank God that our help is from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth. If the answer is no, maybe it’s time to 

declutter. 

NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE  LISTS The month of 

November gives us the opportunity to remember our dear de-

parted when we enter their names on the List of the Dead, so that 

they may be prayed for at all Masses during November and on the 

first Friday of each month for the coming year. We remember 

those departed in our Parish family in 2021-2022, those who have 

been honoured by a family member or loved one with masses of-

fered for all of our faithfully departed. Come and pray for the re-

pose of the souls of all the faithfully departed. If you wish to have 

the names of your loved ones put on the list, there will be enve-

lopes at the back of the Church from this week onwards. Please 

return them to the office as soon as possible. 

MY HELP COMES FROM THE LORD, the maker of 

heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:2). As we continue to Respect Life 

and recall our responsibility towards our brothers and sisters, allow 

me to share some reflections. The Catholic Church is the largest 

charitable provider of social services to women, children, and 

families in the world. Catholics have already done much at both 

the institutional and personal level to help address the problems of 

poverty, healthcare, education, housing, employment, addiction, 

criminal justice, domestic violence, and the like that push women 

towards abortion. Our Church understands that parents, children, 

and families need help not just during pregnancy, but throughout 

the whole of life’s journey because millions of Catholics already 

accompany their neighbours in such circumstances. Additionally, 

such help involves accompanying parents as they make the coura-

geous choice to make an adoption plan for their child that will 

provide a place of genuine belonging, grafting them as a son or 

daughter onto a new family tree. And the Church also extends 

healing and mercy to those women and men who suffer because of 

a past abortion. But we must now do even more. We are to live in 

solidarity with mothers, children and families in need to help build 

a culture of life and civilization of love. Our hearts are to continue 

to pour out the love of Jesus to those in need. Next Sunday, Oct. 

23, is World Mission Sunday. In 1926 Pope Pius XI instituted 

Mission Sunday for the whole Church with the first worldwide 

Mission Sunday collection taking place in October 1927. Pope 

Francis reminds us that the Mission Sunday collection “is aimed at 

supporting the missionary work carried out in my name by the 

Pontifical Mission Societies, in order to meet the spiritual and ma-

terial needs of peoples and Churches throughout the world, for the 

salvation of all”. The generous contributions of the faithful make it 

possible for the Pontifical Mission Societies to provide annual 

subsidies to missionary dioceses and to directly support mission 

seminaries and religious formation houses, the education of chil-

dren in mission school, the building of chapels and churches, as 

well as sustaining homes for orphaned children, the elderly and 

sick.  

Let us remember all those who resolutely set out, leaving home 

and family behind, to bring the Gospel to those remotest places 

and people and share the saving message. Pope Francis says, “To 

be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe 

with Him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters. 

May His compassionate love touch our hearts and make us all true 

missionary disciples”. I invite you to offer your support next 

weekend to the Mission Sunday collection because it makes possi-

ble the proclamation of the Gospel, the celebration of the Sacra-

ments and service to the poor in mission dioceses. Please espe-

cially pray for the Missions, especially in areas where the Church 

is persecuted and suffering. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We would once again like to be 

able to hold our Children’s Liturgy Program during the 11:00 

Mass, each week. We’re searching for 4 to 5 adults to rotate 

Sundays to work with the children, during Mass to explain the 

Sunday’s liturgy to them in ways they can understand and par-

ticipate. Interested adults should contact Father Saji Mathew. 

UPDATES ON CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC 

PRIMARY SCHOOL: Sophie Short-In our school we 

strive to ensure that the gospel values flow through all that we 

do and that Catholic Social Teaching plays a prominent role in 

how the children understand their role within the local and 

global community. This week the evidence of this shone 

through: Human Dignity has been evident in all classrooms our 

curriculum RE turned to look at the faith of Hinduism, 

whilst The Common Good was at the forefront of the Harvest 

Liturgy led by pupils in Year 4. Although this was the first 

liturgy to parents of the school year, and for most of the pupils, 

their first time presenting to an audience having not had the 

opportunity during COVID, we were extremely proud of the 

children. We hope as we host more of these events, pupil con-

fidence will grow. Thank you to those members from the par-

ish who joined us for this event. 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY SECOND COLLEC-

TION - 23 OCTOBER Next Sunday is World Mission Sun-

day. Next week, we join Catholics around the world for the 

celebration of World Mission Sunday. We are called to offer 

our prayers and financial help for the Church’s missionary 

work in Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands and parts of Latin 

America and Europe. Please be generous in next week’s collec-

tion for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith for the 

Missions. When you contribute to the World Mission Sunday 

collection, you make it possible for the Pope to provide mis-

sion support to: 844,000 catechists teaching the faith 258,540 

Religious Sisters caring for children and families 38,140 semi-

narians preparing for the priesthood 26 million children in pri-

mary schools  12,000 clinics caring for the sick and dying  

8,750 homes for orphaned children and the elderly. Pope Fran-

cis invites Catholics to contribute to a special collection for 

Missio, his charity for world mission. Please support Missio to 

help missionaries to work with communities throughout the 

world that are poor or in need, regardless of their background 

or belief. Join in on this special day, that unites Catholics all 

over the world in prayer and celebration of our Church’s mis-

sion to share God’s love with all people. The 2nd collection 

next Sunday is for World Mission Sunday. Envelopes are 

available at the back of church or visit Missio’s website, mis-

sio.org.uk to make a donation. Thank you!.  

24 HR PRAYER VIGIL-Deacon John Proctor’s cancer 

diagnosis has led to an outpouring of prayer within our par-

ishes for his speedy recovery and parishioners have requested a 

parish focus for healing prayer for Deacon John and all those 

others in our parish currently suffering ill-health. Deacon 

John’s surgery is planned for Monday 24 October and we have 

therefore chosen this period for a 24 hour prayer vigil before 

the Blessed Sacrament in St Osmund’s Church. The vigil will 

begin on Sunday 23 October at the 6pm Sunday Mass and will 

close with Benediction at 6pm on Monday 24 October. To en-

sure continuous prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, there is a 

‘sign-up’ sheet available in all of our churches. Alternatively, 

you may email the Parish Office office@salisburycatholics.org 

to sign up for one hour. Join in online - whilst we will need 

someone in the church at all times, it is our hope that parish-

ioners who cannot come to the church in person will join us in 

prayer online. 

RED MISSION BOX: It is that time of the year to return 

the Red Mission Boxes. Missio and the Mill Hill Missionar-

ies are able to continue their evangelisation work through 

your valuable contribution. Missio passes on their thanks to 

all who contributed and continue to care for their Church 

family around the world. 

THE HUMAN FAMILY (PART II)-One question I pose to 

most who come forth with questions that pertain to “Respect for 

Life” concerns is always, “What is the loving thing to say, be, or 

do.” Choosing love as the guiding principle for life makes deci-

sions less stressful since it singles out good over bad. Two areas 

that weigh heavily on “respect for life” concerns are beginnings 

and endings of life. In a speech to Catholic healthcare profes-

sionals and gynecologists, September 20, 2013, Pope Francis 

stated, “Every child who, rather than being born, is con-

demned unjustly to being aborted, bears the face of Jesus 

Christ, bears the face of the Lord, who even before he was 

born, and then just after birth, experienced the world’s 

rejection. And every elderly person…even if he is ill or at 

the end of his days, bears the face of Christ. They cannot 

be discarded.”  

Since all life is a gift, it must be defended in that many unborn 

lives are never given a chance to exist. Most statistics that per-

tain to abortions come from the World Health Organization 

(worldwide). The peak of abortions occurred in 1990 as there 

were millions of abortions across the globe. According to the 

Guttmacher Institute the abortion ratio in the U.S. is 20.6% per 

100 pregnancies. The total number of abortions in the United 

States from 1973- 2020 is 63.6 million which medical and surgi-

cal abortions are while the statistics of abortions in the Western 

world are appalling. Today chemical abortions are becoming 

more widespread. 

The Church defines abortions as “the deliberate and direct 

killing, by whatever means it is carried out, of a human being 

in the initial phase of his or her existence, extending from 

conception to birth” (The Gospel of Life, no. 58). Many 

states have enacted laws to protect the lives of unborn chil-

dren, and vulnerable women from being forced into abor-

tions. Most recently the United States Supreme Court over-

turned the 1973 Roe Vs. Wade decision after almost 50 years. 

The court’s decision gives individual states the power to set 

their own abortion laws.  

Those who consider abortion are often in need of prayer, guid-

ance, and love. Statistics indicate that 25% of those who wish an 

abortion claim “they are not ready for a child,” yet it is also 

noted that some abortion right activists believe the basic biologi-

cal fact that human life begins at conception. I admire those who 

make decisions to choose life in the wake of uncertainty as the 

Church’s position on this issue is supported by science. The 

Church also reaches out to those who have had abortions 

through an assortment of healing programs which in-

clude Rachel’s Vineyard. This is a psychological and spiritual 

journey of post abortion healing that was developed into a week-

end retreat with both the registration and retreat extremely pri-

vate. 

It is also honourable to love the elderly without measure. Al-

though it can be disturbing and painful to watch a loved one 

suffer through a terminal illness, the Church teaches that to 

bring about the death of a person in order to ease his/her suffer-

ing is morally wrong. Since some find this difficult to accept, 

the discerning line for caring and prolonging the life of another 

is ordinary versus extraordinary care. God calls us to be with 

others who suffer through illness rather than abandon them since 

those in this state of life need love and understanding as there is 

a difference between controlling the pain of another and hasten-

ing their death. Euthanasia is an explicit intent to terminate a 

person’s life, yet a person always has the right to refuse or 

forego certain medical treatments. The Gospel of Life makes a 

clear distinction between euthanasia, and a decision to forego 

particular medical procedures; therefore, if love is the guiding 

principle in our lives, decisions under these circumstances are 

less complicated as they render peace into our hearts.   


