
 

                                                                                                               
WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

28TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: THE HUMAN FAMILY: An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about life. “A 

fight is going on inside me,” he said to the boy. “It is a terrible fight and it is between two wolves. One is evil – he is anger, 

envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.”He 

continued, “The other is good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, 

truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is going on inside you – and inside every other person, too.”The grandson thought 

about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather, “Which wolf will win?”The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you 

feed.”Whether or not it’s your first time hearing this story, it serves as an important reminder of the power we have over our 

experiences and emotions. It’s easy to feel like a victim in challenging situations and circumstances in our lives. We want to 

understand our negative thoughts, feelings and experiences, so we place blame on other people, objects, or events. We look 

outward to try to make sense of what’s going on inside of us. We do this all the time. Why? It’s our way of coping, and feeling 

more in control of uncontrollable situations. The problem with this approach, however, is that it takes away our personal 

responsibility and freedom of choice.  

The church throughout the month of October highlights “respect for life” and there is a tendency in people to want their “pile of 

corn” in a specific area of morality that promotes respect for life causes, hence they fall into a trap that puts all their energy into 

one specific cause oblivious to a well-rounded assessment of issues that warrant time, attention, and honest dialogue. 

Throughout this month it is necessary to see that each of our lives are gifts whether it is for a brief moment or decades of years, 

and that we are all part of one family, the human family that must walk together so that hearts are open to foster a good quality 

of life for all.“Respect for Life” must be grounded in the formative years of life. It is in these years that the character of an 

individual is shaped and formed; therefore, it must be impressed upon children that all human life is sacred since it is created in 

the image of God. No life is meant to be used for personal gain, pleasure or bullied. The child who shows respect for parents, 

teachers, authority figures, classmates, and friends develops a lifestyle that promotes respect for life, which continues into 

adulthood. This child embraces a healthy vision of life aware of God’s presence in both the born and unborn. “To defend and promote 

life, to show reverence and love for it, is a task which God entrusts to all”. This perspective nurtures the dignity of every living person, 

and comprehends the entirety of ethics that pertain to “Respect for Life” concerns rather than a partial view of this moral teaching. It is 

common for many to stumble into a pitfall that supports one particular life issue unaware of God’s presence in all lives.   

The promotion of human life is the backbone of Catholic ethics; therefore, enormous responsibility is attached to points of debate that 

engender an honourable quality of life for the born and unborn. The church instils countless reminders of lifestyles, which respect 

human life that includes lives conceived under unusual circumstances in that every life deserves a chance to exist since all lives are 

unique and special. I recall a scene from the Disney production of Lion King when the spirit of Mufasa tells Simba that as a deceased 

king’s son, he is the rightful king. This motivates Simba to give up his life of leisure and, like the king, he is to walk the more 

challenging road to which he is called. The Gospels put forward the message that the most significant teaching of Jesus is the 

sacredness of human life in that Jesus never hands down the death penalty, or speaks harshly to a sinner; but, leads people to believe 

that violence begets more violence, and love begets love. Jesus uplifts and frequently defends unmarried women aware of complexities 

that may exist in raising a child under peculiar situations that may have existed before or after a birth. In an encyclical from Pope St. 

John Paul II published on April 17, 2003 titled Ecclesia de Eucharistia, the former Pontiff writes, “Many problems darken the horizon 

of our time. We need but think of the urgent need to work for peace, to base relationships between people on solid premises of justice 

and solidarity, and to defend human life from conception to its natural end. And what should we say of the thousand inconsistencies of 

a globalized world where the weakest, the most powerless and the poorest appear to have little hope! It is in this world that that 

Christian hope must shine forth. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O God of 

Israel. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life: you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors attending public 

Mass. Whether you are just passing through or looking for a 

spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King inviting and 

spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a regular basis, we 

encourage you to register with the parish. Please call our parish 

office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we hope you enjoy 

your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always open to you, your 

family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all good)  

DONATIONS A big thank you for all your generous donations, 

which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish to transfer to 

standing order or bank transfer, the Parish bank details are: Name: 

Christ the King Church Amesbury: Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 

Account Number 66286638. If you wish to remember the Parish in 

your Will, further information is available from the Parish Office. 

THOUGHTFUL THANKFULNESS This Sunday’s Gospel 

shows us that God intervenes in our lives, but He does not intervene 

according to our plans. No miracle is exactly like another; each 

miracle is unique. While we are attached to certain ways of thinking 

and doing things, and while we have certain ideas how things should 

be done, God of en thinks and acts differently. And God has the 

right to surprise us. He is not obliged to act or perform miracles 

according to the way we think they should take place. He has the 

right to demand that our faith in His Love be living, vibrant and 

spontaneous—as was the faith of the leper who returned to Jesus to 

thank Him. Someone once said that each breath is a miracle of 

God’s grace. But, as today’s Gospel shows us, so often we take 

God’s gifts for granted, and we are not grateful for the many ways in 

which He provides and cares for us. So often we forget to thank the 

Lord for the abundant miracles that He performs in our lives. During 

the Mass, particularly after you receive Jesus in the Eucharist, I 

would like to invite you to make a real effort to express to Him your 

gratitude for all that He has given to and done for you. Miracles 

happen all around us, but they often remain hidden because we see 

the world through the eyes of our own indifference, our own routine, 

and not the eyes of faith. At every Mass we experience the greatest 

miracle: the opportunity to be united with Jesus Himself in the 

Eucharist—the very same Jesus who heals and brings life to the 

broken. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: Children's 

Liturgy of the Word is an extension of the Liturgy that provides 

young children with a worship experience shared in ways 

understandable and engaging to them. The Children's Liturgy of the 

Word includes the First Reading, Responsorial Psalm, Alleluia, 

Gospel Reading, Gospel Reflection, Creed and Prayer of the 

Faithful. Children participate by joining the group as it gathers in the 

hall when invited by the celebrant after the Opening Prayer. They 

are sent forth with the team of volunteers and return during the 

Offertory. In order to continue this task on a regular basis we need 

committed volunteers. We are looking forward to recruiting new 

members who are able to lead children’s liturgy. If you are 

interested, please contact Father Saji. Children’s liturgy materials 

will be supplied for the programme. 

GIVING THANKS: Ten lepers were cured. Only one returned to 

give thanks. When we fall victim to entitlement, we diminish our 

capacity to love. Never satisfied, we walk around with outstretched 

arms, eagerly searching for the next thing we want so that we can 

acquire it ourselves. Very rarely do entitled hands hold anything to 

freely give away to others.  Entitled hands also find it challenging to 

reach toward heaven in a gesture of  gratitude and praise. We are 

often more  obsessed with celebrating our victories,  securing our 

assets, safeguarding our  futures, and stacking the deck of life in our 

favor rather than relishing and absorbing the gift of the moment and 

blessings received.  Entitled people find it difficult to pray properly. 

When the  subject of our prayer is mostly about our needs and 

wants, we are falling into the trap of deception. We foolishly try to 

convince God that our tiny worlds are of greater importance than 

His. In ancient times, people would offer sacrifices to “the gods” to 

secure protection and favors. Our God desires mercy, not sacrifice, 

because He is about love and justice, not simply meeting our 

agendas. Every breath is a gift.  Prayer, which is a celebration of that 

gift, acknowledges the Giver. Prayer strengthens the bond between 

Giver and  receiver, creating a deepening awareness that nothing 

I am or anything I have can exist apart from His Divine Will. It 

also reminds us that we have done nothing to merit the  

unconditional love and mercy God showers upon us. Prayer is 

not just about getting what I need but celebrating who I am.  For 

St. Therese of Lisieux prayer is “a surge of the heart; it is a 

simple look turned toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition and 

of love, embracing both trial and joy.” When our hearts “surge” 

toward God, we rush to the Source of our restoration and 

wholeness, knowing our longing for God’s Divine  embrace. 

Prayer is a response to God’s  graciousness with an act of 

gratitude returned by us. In  prayer, we gaze upon each other in 

that sacred space where I give myself to God as He is, and God 

gives Himself to me as I am. We cannot take another step 

without saying thank you.  

RESTORE YOUR MINDS FROM GIVING UP: When we are on the 

verge of giving up, we have probably tried enough and feel too 

tired to continue. Sometimes to achieve something, we may have 

to put in continuous effort. When the results take too long, we 

become disheartened and feel it will never happen. It is not that 

we can't do it; it is because we feel fatigued in that particular 

moment of life. Rest and involve your mind in something you 

enjoy to avoid mental fatigue. Involve in creative activities, 

socialise, connect with nature and meditate; it will restore your 

strength and make you feel like continuing again. When you feel 

tired, you have come a long way. Rest, but don't give up, your 

destination might just be a few steps away. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT The Parish of Christ the 

King celebrates the Good News of Jesus Christ by giving witness to 

His real presence in our midst. We express our faith through prayer, 

especially in the celebration of the Eucharist and Sacraments. We 

continually form and strengthen our faith by embracing and teaching 

the word of God and trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We 

comfort and give hope to the sick and the grieving and reach out to 

those in spiritual or material need with compassion and love. We 

offer hospitality and warmly welcome all people to share the joy and 

peace of Jesus. As a community of baptized Catholics, endowed by 

God with special gifts and nourished by the Eucharist, we at Christ 

the King recognise our mission to call forth these gifts to help build 

the Body of Christ. Founded on Faith- Growing in Hope- Serving in 

Love. 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 8TH OCOBER  2022  

SATURDAY 8TH OCTOBER  MASS AT 6.00PM  FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER MASS AT 11.00AM JOHN 

WESTRUPP, RIP 

MONDAY 10TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10.00AM  HOLY SOULS 

TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10.00AM  CAROL 

DRENNAN (INTENTIONS) 

WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10.00AM. SUE 

BRADWELL (INTENTIONS) 

THURSDAY 13TH OCTOBER MASS AT 10..00AM PRIVATE 

INTENTIONS 

FRIDAY 14TH OCTOBER ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND MASS 

AT 6.00PM  FOR ALL OUR FAMILIES (INTENTIONS) 

SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER MASS AT 6.00PM  GORDON 

BURT, RIP 

SUNDAY 16TH OCTOBER MASS AT 11.00AM  ALL THOSE 

WHO HAVE DIED FROM SUICIDE 



EMAIL FOR CONTACTING ME: My temporary email: jo-

seph.sajimathew@gmail.com 

FRIENDLY VISITORS If you are a parishioner who has empa-

thy for our older population, please consider visiting a home-

bound member of our parish. The days can be long for them and 

many of their family members and friends have passed. Probably, 

more often than not, may have constant pain and suffer from 

chronic illnesses. However, they still have the need for love, 

compassion, and knowing someone cares about them. Just asking 

them a few questions can help start a friendly conversation, such 

as, “What world events had the most impact on you when you 

were growing up?” “What chores were you expected to do as a 

child?” “What food or drink was a special treat when you were 

a teenager?” The list is endless! We usually ask the visitor to 

be in contact with their “new friend” every two weeks and 

visits should be about an hour. Please contact Father Saji at 

the email address, if you have the name of any parishioner 

who is homebound or in a senior care facility and would like 

to have one of our friendly visitors stop by to share conversa-

tion and prayer. 

 “IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES GIVE THANKS, FOR THIS 

IS THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOU IN CHRIST JESUS” (1 

Thes 5:18). I am hoping to go away on a retreat. Canon Law 

states that priests are bound in a special way to pursue holiness, 

and that they are to make time for spiritual retreats (ref. Canon 

276). Were you aware that the Pope also makes a retreat every 

year? He does so in Lent and bishops also make a retreat. Please 

know that you are able to go on retreats. Some of the retreats of-

fered include a “Get Away for a Day” and also some opportuni-

ties for weekend retreats. You can also make a personal retreat 

using one of the homes. There is also a Personal Silent Retreat 

Template for help with those curious about what you may do dur-

ing the personal retreat. There are many locations and different 

time lengths offered to make a retreat. Silence is a key compo-

nent during a retreat so that you may better listen to God.  

Think of all the holy men and women who have gone before 

us over the generations and have grown in sanctity without all 

the worldly things we have today. For instance, I was recently 

told that a monk once said, “electricity ruined the monastery”. 

Monks would be very attuned to the cycle of the day and the 

limits that a day gave, with the sun rising and setting. Now 

with electricity, the world is constantly going and often be-

comes too busy for God. What does this say about the direc-

tion of society? We are graced by God so that we can sanctify 

the world, not so that we become enslaved to the world.  

Sometimes as you run about, you can lose your footing and hit 

the ground hard. However, remember that you can’t lose your 

footing when you’re on your knees. Don’t think that you have 

to run to catch up with God, because He is right here with you 

in the present. Silence can bring the focus back to God. Pray! 

Even if you can’t make it on a retreat soon, be sure to take 

advantage of the Eucharistic Adoration. As one bishop once 

said, “The greatest love story of all time is contained in a tiny 

white host”. There is much to gain and even more to discover 

when you spend time with Jesus in adoration. How much do 

you love Jesus? If a random person would look at what you do 

throughout the day, what would he think of your relationship 

with Jesus? Be not afraid to make a change and be closer to 

Jesus! After all, as we journey to the heavenly kingdom, that 

involves greater communion with Jesus. No better time to 

work on that relationship than today! Please know that I will 

be praying for you while I am on retreat. 

BARBECUE AND CURRY DAY-THANK YOU: It was a 

Sunday filled with many blessings! Despite the damp and cold 

weather on Friday and Saturday and early part of Sunday, the 

fellowship and generosity of many volunteers, parishioners, 

community members, and family and friends called forth God’s 

goodness throughout the day with plenty of sunshine. It was so 

wonderful to see so many people coming together joining the 

community and living out a generous spirit. I would like to ex-

press our sincerest gratitude to all the volunteers who worked 

hard for the barbecue on Sunday which was a great success. We 

are also greatly appreciative to all those who donated time, en-

ergy, money, and items to our various activities in preparation 

for Sunday. A big thank you to Jeff Coy, our ever reliable and 

dedicated chef who organised and prepared the barbeque with 

utmost care, precision. Thank you for your care and love for the 

family of CTK. 

Thank you to the parishioners who supported us with your 

presence, sharing your resources while adding variety to our 

display of food at the barbeque last Sunday. Thank you to the 

wonderful ladies who worked energetically cleaning and wash-

ing the whole afternoon. Thank you to the crew who arranged 

the hall prior to the event. Thank you to those who came during 

the week to decorate the dining room, work in the kitchen or 

did other tasks to make sure that the day ran smoothly. Thank 

you to all who others who helped us with the events. I am 

grateful to you Carol Drennan for providing us with raffle 

prizes and coordinating the Tombola that raised over £550.00 

which will go to charities in due course. Thank you very much 

Carol for your creativity, vision and love for the family of 

CTK. Everything went like clockwork, and you were all great 

with the way you coordinated the barbecue Sunday and our 

lovely ladies who kept the kitchen and dining room buzzing 

with all the worker bees; we could not manage without you! It 

is not possible without each and every one of you, so THANK 

YOU! With heartfelt gratitude. God bless you 

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, During the month of 

October, the Church reminds us of the power of Our Lady's 

intercession in and through the holy rosary. What a universal 

prayer! It can be prayed alone, in a group, in a church, at home, 

along with the TV, or an online video - anywhere and at any 

time! The rosary is a perfect way to blend vocal prayer, medita-

tion, Scripture, and devotion to Mary. As I did last year, I sug-

gest that we all try to pray a rosary every day during the Month 

of October (and then for the rest of the year, too). When we 

pray certain prayers, like the rosary, it is also helpful to focus 

our intentions by praying for someone or something. I also en-

courage us to keep the intention of priestly vocations as some-

thing we frequently lift up to God. Last week, I mentioned the 

need to grow deeper in the understanding of the Eucharist. Let 

us remember that Our Lord entrusted the celebration of Eucha-

rist to His priests through the Apostles at the Last Supper. Sim-

ply put: no priests, no Eucharist. In order to assist the faithful in 

praying for vocations and for our current priests and seminari-

ans, several dioceses put together monthly calendars so that 

each priest and seminarian can be prayed for by name. Perhaps 

in your daily rosary you can remember to pray for vocations, 

and for us priests.  

STAY HOPEFUL: The dark phase of life is the time when life chal-

lenges us to the core, and we feel as if it is an end to everything. As we 

think there is no way out, our hope begins to fall. We all experience such 

a phase in our lives. We all have the strength to get through it; we just 

have to stay hopeful and firmly believe we will see the light. Although it 

may seem never-ending, no situation in life lasts forever. Pray, meditate, 

speak to trustworthy people, and try to find what you can do to help your-

self. Reassure yourself that, like always, the difficult time will end this 

time too. After the dark is a new beginning. You will shine once again. 

UPDATES ON CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC 

PRIMARY SCHOOL: Sophie Short-The month of Oc-

tober is of course a very special time for us in school, 

being the month that Catholics dedicate to the Rosary.  In 

school, our worship this week has focussed on exploring 

the role model that Mary provides for us. We began the 

week looking at the first of the glorious mysteries when, 

albeit afraid, Mary recognised the importance of the job 

given to her in the annunciation. Our school values are so 

profoundly demonstrated in this piece of scripture, none 

more so than that of service, and we've taken inspiration 

from this to consider how we might serve others in and 

outside of school. 

Harvest Liturgy We welcome any members of our parish 

to join us in a Harvest Liturgy, led by Year 4 pupils, on 

Thursday 13th October at 9am. We hope to see many of 

you there. 

FROM SCHOOL GOVERNOR, MICHAEL FITZ-

PATRICK-Our parish school is funded by Wiltshire 

County Local Authority based on the number of pupils en-

rolled. Each year the school must live within that budget, 

adjusting its staff level and pupil services to match the 

money provided. When sudden, unexpected expenses occur 

this provides an extra challenge to the school budget and 

further funding from local government or the diocese is not 

always possible. 

The new Broadband Fibre Optic connection to the school 

requires that a more modern Internet Server device must be 

purchased, costing about £6,000. Every classroom and 

every office requires Internet to access the school systems. 

A modern online system has been a blessing for remote 

learning during Covid and continues to be essential for day-

to-day teaching and learning. 

The school is ever grateful to CTK parish for its support 

through the 200 Club, but this £6,000 chunk of extra ex-

pense exceeds that annual contribution. Any additional fund

-raising scheme that the parish might create would be a 

blessing and a great relief to the admin staff at school who 

must stretch every pound to give our children the highest 

quality of Catholic education. I will be very happy to dis-

cuss ideas for solving this problem. 

FLOWER COMMEMORATIONS If you are looking for 

a way to help beautify our worship in our church, you may 

want to consider donating money to purchase a floral ar-

rangement that may be placed in the sanctuary. This is a 

lovely way to remember a loved one who has died or to 

commemorate a special birthday or anniversary of a family 

member. If you are interested placing a floral arrangement, 

please contact the Anne Larke at 07485423471 or  please 

contact Father Saji. 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): The Sacrament 

of Confession or Sacrament of Penance is celebrated on 

Saturdays from 5.00pm- 5:40pm prior to the vigil Mass 

or by making appointment. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We would once again like to 

be able to hold our Children’s Liturgy Program during the 

11:00 Mass, each week. We’re searching for 4 to 5 adults to 

rotate Sundays to work with the children, during Mass to 

explain the Sunday’s liturgy to them in ways they can un-

derstand and participate. Interested adults should contact 

Father Saji Mathew. 

GOING TO THE SOURCE  WITH GRATITUDE We 

have been treated this year with many of our favourite stories 

from the gospel of Luke. This weekend we will hear one of 

those. I’m hoping that we can hear the story in its entirety 

and not quit listening once we hear about the 10 lepers who 

were cured by Jesus. We all know that only one came back to 

thank him. We all know that the one who returned was of a 

social group that was ostracized by Jews. We also know that 

Jesus wondered why that one leper was the only person who 

was able to return to him with gratitude. As you know, our 

job is to take that story, understand its wisdom, and apply 

that wisdom to our own lives. When it comes to receiving 

blessings from God, examine for yourself if your first step is 

one of gratitude or an assumption that you deserve the bless-

ing. Is your first step entitlement or thanksgiving?  Do you 

have so many blessings that you take them for granted and 

even begin to believe that you deserve them? Have you come 

to believe that your blessings are a source of your hard work 

and that you’ve actually earned everything that you have? 

Have you begun to possess your blessings in a selfish way or 

have you received your blessings with open hands, willing to 

share them with those most in need? We shouldn’t underesti-

mate the identity of the one leper who was willing to return to 

Jesus with gratitude. Have you ever been tempted to believe 

that your religious practice and spiritual life makes you a bet-

ter person than those who live on the outskirts of life? Is there 

something about us that is immune to feeling blessed because 

we are surrounded constantly by blessing? We will have 

many opportunities at CTK parish family to count our bless-

ings. I hope that it makes us a community of deeper service 

to others, especially those most in need. This Sunday’s Gos-

pel from Luke highlights the Ten Lepers with only the Sa-

maritan coming back to Jesus to say, “thanks.”  Ponder a time 

in your life when you may have forgotten to be thankful for 

something someone did for you?  Is it too late to reach out 

now? May God bless you all and may your love for Him only 

increase! 

THE ZEAL OF THE CONVERT When you work in the 

Church, professionally or on a volunteer basis, you become 

familiar with the phenomenon known as “the zeal of the re-

cent convert.” Sometimes, it really seems that the newly bap-

tized are just stronger Catholics than the cradle Catholics. 

They smile more at Mass. They are awestruck by the Eucha-

rist. They come out of the confessional beaming. It’s not that 

they are naive. It’s not that they are in some honeymoon 

phase of religion, living outside of reality. It’s simply that 

they remember. They remember what it felt like before the 

Eucharist or before Confession. They recall before the sacra-

ments and the oil and the grace and the relief. It was more 

recent for them than for some of us older Catholics — espe-

cially those of us who were baptized as infants. Let’s ask our-

selves: Have we become too comfortable? Do we receive 

God’s grace with expectation instead of surprise? Have we 

ceased to marvel and wonder at the goodness of God? If the 

answer is a resounding yes, don’t despair. Look at the Gospel 

— a literal nine times out of ten, God goes un-thanked and un

-noticed. So many of us have forgotten, or never understood, 

what it meant when the leprosy was washed from our souls. 

But when we remind ourselves, we become more keenly 

aware of the extraordinariness of the gift we have received. 

A TIME TO BE HEALED We have many elderly and 

chronically ill parishioners and friends. We ask that as you 

remember those on our prayer list, to remember all our eld-

erly and sick parishioners. Thank you for praying for the sick 

each day. 


