
 

                                                                                                               
WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

26TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: BLESSING OF PETS AND ANIMALS: Mr. Ed, the talking horse, was a favourite 

TV show of many perhaps during their formative years of life. It was a sitcom about a man named Wilbur, and his horse, Ed. 

This expressive horse would get Wilbur into all kinds of trouble in that Ed spoke to nobody but Wilbur, and frequently 

disguised his voice with nasty comments that appeared to be coming from Wilbur’s mouth for others to hear. Mr. Ed was highly 

loved by Wilbur to the point that his wife, Carol, began to believe that Wilbur loved his horse more than he loved his wife. On 

numerous occasions Mr. Ed would go out to the barn and cause mischief that would be blamed on Wilbur which upset his wife. 

The lyrics to the song which concluded each show brought forth the message that Mr. Ed “would never speak unless he had 

something to say” which states much about communication today. Outside television, Mr. Ed’s real name was Bamboo 

Harvester, a palomino horse born in a farm outside of Los Angeles in 1949. Mr. Ed. passed on in 1970 as a lovable animal who 

brought joy and humour to black and white TV. 

Next Tuesday, October 4 at 11:00 am out on the lawn a celebration that blesses pets and animals takes place. The service 

consists of a short prayer, reading from scripture, and a blessing upon each pet and/or animal, which makes us aware that “God 

made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle, and kinds of creeping things of the earth. God saw how good it 

was.” (Genesis 1:25) Enjoy the love your pet or animal brings to you, and in the words of Emily Dickinson, “Dogs are better 

than human beings because they know but do not tell.” This is always an enriching gathering as it is enchanting to see the love 

that is shared between pets and their owners as well as the enjoyment pets bring to people. I frequently chat with neighbours 

who walk their dogs around the church vicinity about the happiness pets bring to life. In my former parish, my favourite dog 

was a golden retriever named Jasper who loves to chase a ball thrown by his owner, Wendy. I also recall a woman in the area 

who purchased a new car with her choice of vehicle based upon the ability to transport her pet to a multiplicity of locations. I 

even remember a dog, Rusty, who provided me with ample amounts of cheerfulness during my early days of formation. Pet 

owners go through unlimited extents of effort to love their pets whether named Brutus, Pearl, Noodles, Dusty, Rainbow, Augie, 

Potter, Ed, Rusty, Butch or Joey in that each is a wonderful gift from God. 

The blessing of pets and animals may be traced to the life of St. Francis of Assisi, whose feast is celebrated next Tuesday, 

October 4, the day of his passing. St. Francis possessed tremendous love for all of God’s creation that included pets and animals. 

This makes him one of the most loved saints of the church. St. Francis was born in Assisi, Italy, 1182, the son of wealthy 

parents. While growing up he spent much time with friends in the pursuit of pleasure by drinking and partying till late hours. In 

the aftermath of a long illness, Francis pondered his future. As good health was restored, Francis travelled to the south of Italy 

where once again he was struck ill, and upon his recovery he knew God was inviting him to a special way of life that led to the 

foundation of the Franciscan family, which today is made up of priests, sisters, brothers, and lay people. In his later years 

Francis reverted to a quiet, reflective lifestyle with a heart smothered in joy, love, and peace. This lulled Francis into Matthew’s 

Gospel that depicts Jesus calling those “blessed” who are poor in spirit. Today there are countless stories about the generous 

nature of Francis that exemplify ways he was a light of Christ to all through his love for the poor.  All are welcome to next 

Sunday’s Parish Barbeque (October 2) at 12:00pm.  

This weekend’s parable from Luke invites us to consider words of Pope Francis, “How do we reconcile the fact that while some 

people live in extravagance, while others are struggling to eat.”  Enjoy the weekend and the good you bring to all those who 

know you. BE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgement, for we have sinned 

against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your 

mercy. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: My soul, give praise to the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, says the Lord, I know them and 

they follow me. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which you have given me hope. This is my 

comfort when I am brought low. 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors attending public 

Mass. Whether you are just passing through or looking for a 

spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King inviting and 

spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a regular basis, we 

encourage you to register with the parish. Please call our parish 

office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we hope you enjoy 

your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always open to you, your 

family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all good)  

DIOCESE SYNODAL PROCESS: Our parish and our school 

have received printed copies of the report from Bishop Declan 

Lang that consolidates the information submitted by parishes, 

schools, religious orders, hospitals and prisons. If you would 

like to read this report, please ask Fr. Saji for your 

turn to borrow a copy. Or alternatively, find it on the 

diocese website:cliftondiocese.com'Home'tabSelect'Synod' 

option Click on the picture of the publication. 

FOOD BANK As you can imagine, demand on our local food 

bank has increased dramatically over the past few weeks. As well 

as providing for more people, the food bank is receiving fewer 

donations as people tighten their own belts, and often runs out of 

the basics that keep people going. Please, if you can, continue 

your support of the vulnerable in our society. Thank you. 

DONATIONS A big thank you for all your generous donations, 

which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish to transfer to 

standing order or bank transfer, the Parish bank details are: Name: 

Christ the King Church Amesbury: Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 

Account Number 66286638. If you wish to remember the Parish in 

your Will, further information is available from the Parish Office. 

ST. JEROME QUESTION: Who is St. Jerome and why is he so 

significant that we honored him with a feast on September 30? 

Answer: St. Jerome (345–420) was considered the greatest biblical 

scholar of his day, conversant with Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. He 

set about translating the books of the Bible from their original 

languages into Latin. Much of Jerome’s correspondence has 

survived and gives us a powerful glimpse into the kind of person 

that he was, as well as the time in which he lived. Jerome eventually 

became Pope Damasus’ (366–384) personal secretary. In the West, 

Latin was overtaking Greek as the language of the common people. 

The pope desired a translation of the Bible that would be accurately 

translated from the original languages into the language and idiom 

of the people. Previous Latin translations existed, but they were poor 

in quality. Jerome set about this task and spent the rest of his life 

meticulously translating. He is credited with the translation of the 

Bible known as the Vulgate, a Latin translation intended to address 

the needs of the common people. That translation became the 

standard and the only one used by Catholics until modern times. 

Catholics did not actively engage in a similar process until 1943, 

when Pius XII allowed Catholic scholars once again to go back to 

the original languages and translate an accurate and meticulous 

version of the Bible. We carry on that tradition to this very day. 

FLOWER DONATIONS: Donate a fresh flower arrangement to 

honour a friend or family member, to remember a loved one, to 

celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or for any reason you wish. 

Your donated flower arrangements will be remembered in our 

parish bulletin and a Mass will be offered for their intentions. 

These two arrangements sit on either side of the tabernacle. For 

any questions, please call Ann Larke  on 07485423471 or email 

or call Father Saji Thank you very much for helping to beautify 

our church. God bless you! 

DEAR PARISHIONERS, As it fell out upon one day, Rich 

Divès made a feast, And he invited all his friends, And gentry of the 

best. Then Lazarus laid him down and down And down at Divès’ 

door: “Some meat and drink, brother, Diverus, Bestow upon the 

poor.” “Thou’rt none of my brothers, Lazarus, That liest begging at 

my door; No meat, nor drink will I give thee, Nor bestow upon the 

poor.” Then Lazarus laid him down and down, All under Divès’ 

wall: “Some meat, some drink, brother Diverus, From hunger starve 

I shall.” “Thou’rt none of my brothers, Lazarus, That liest begging 

at my gate; No meat, no drink will I give thee, For Jesus Christ His 

sake.” Then Divès sent out his hungry dogs, To bite him as he lay; 

They hadn’t the power to bite one bite, But licked his sores away. . . 

As it fell out upon one day, Poor Lazarus sickened and died; There 

came two angels out of heaven, His soul therein to guide. “Rise up! 

rise up! brother Lazarus, And go along with me; For you’ve a place 

prepared in heaven, To sit on an angel’s knee.” The parable in the 

gospel today was the basis of the traditional English folk song 

above, Divès and Lazarus. It retells the familiar story of the rich 

man (in Latin, Divès – “Dye-Vees,” i.e., wealthy) and the beggar 

Lazarus, a story with which the common people could readily 

identify. The melody is simple as befits the music of the common 

people, an English tune, Kingsford, that we know from the hymn, I 

Heard the Voice of Jesus Say. It is not a polished court madrigal for 

the fine fingered fretwork of a troubadour, to sing of courtly love 

and romance, of noble knights and fair ladies.  

This song comes from the experience of the people, their sufferings 

and the injustices they bore. That is the essence of genuine folk song 

– to speak from the heart of the simple folk, from a heart often 

weary, burdened, sorrowful, discouraged, hurt, downtrodden – like 

the melodies of the slaves in the American South: Nobody Knows 

the Trouble I’ve Seen or Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, Comin’ for to 

Carry Me Home. Often such songs turn to the comfort of religion, 

where all are equal in the sight of God, to redress the wrongs of a 

society where one class sits in judgment over another. That sense of 

class distinction gave rise to the Medieval English doggerel verse: 

When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman? 

I.e., in the beginning, when Adam dug his garden and Eve spun her 

wool, who then was the upper class gentry and who was common? 

begging the question: Aren’t we all equal, sprung from the same 

original parents as we are? The folk song and the parable are not 

about redistribution of wealth, not about economics or finance.  

The parable does not condemn Divès for his wealth. Rather he is 

judged for his blindness, for not really seeing the beggar at his door 

as a brother. (A message also at the heart of Amos’ condemnation of 

the complacent in Zion in the First Reading today.) Divès’ sin is in 

not that he had more than he should have, but that he cared less than 

he should have. The question for each of us: who is the Lazarus at 

our door? Who are the poor ones we don’t even see? To whom are 

we deaf and blind? Do we care as much as we should? 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 24TH SEPTEMBER 2022  

SATURDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER MASS AT 6.00PM DENISE 

KEANE (BIRTHDAY INTENTIONS) 

SUNDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER MASS AT 11.00AM JOANNA 

AND ADAM KUCZER, RIP 

MONDAY 26TH SPETEMBER MASS AT 10.00AM  HOLY 

SOULS 

TUESDAY 27TH SEPTEMEBER MASS AT 10.00AM  

CHRISTINE AND PETER PAUL KEANE, RIP 

WEDNESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER MASS AT 

10.00AM.STEPHANIE Mc AREE (40th birthday intentions) 

THURSDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER MASS AT 10..00AM 

PRIVATE INTENTIONS 

FRIDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND 

MASS AT 6.00PM  OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 

SATURDAY 1ST OCTOBER MASS AT 6.00PM  FOR THE 

PEOPLEOF THE PARISH 

SUNDAY 2ND OCTOBER MASS AT 11.00AM  JO 

CHAMBERS (INTENTIONS) 

 



DON’T GET TRAPPED IN YOUR PAST:  We all have ex-

perienced unpleasant situations in our lives. Sometimes these 

unpleasant situations or people occupy our minds so much that 

thinking about them also makes our present unpleasant. There is 

no doubt emotional pain lasts longer, but it won’t heal unless you 

stop thinking about it and stop imagining how things might have 

been if it didn’t happen the way it did. To let go, you must accept 

that you had no control over that situation or person. Things hap-

pen, and there is always a reason. Never live in your past; only 

learn from it. You can't erase unwanted memories, but you can 

create more beautiful ones to allow the old ones to fade away. Let 
go. Not every memory is worth holding on to. 

A MERCIFUL HEART: We enter into our reflection with to-

day’s Entrance Antiphon: “All that you have done to us, O Lord, 

you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned against 

you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your 

name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy.” 

Without getting too technical about word origins, we can state 

that mercy means compassion or, in more poetic terms, a heart 

for the poor, the afflicted and the sinner. It is at the core of to-

day’s readings, and of the Apparition of Our Lady of La Salette.  

The first reading and the gospel are focused on a great evil: the 

failure to show mercy. Both describe persons who live compla-

cently in their own world of pleasure, with no concern for the 

suffering of others. Their doom is therefore sealed. In the second 

reading, Paul, acting as Timothy’s coach and spiritual director, 

calls him a man of God, and writes, “pursue righteousness, devo-

tion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness.” These must include 

mercy.  

The Merciful Mother of La Salette had a heart for the afflicted 

sinner. Her people were suffering on account of their sins. She 

came to show that they could obtain mercy by returning to the 

Lord and his Church. There is an image in the gospel that caught 

our attention in a particular way. The rich man, from his place of 

punishment, cries out, “Father Abraham, have pity on me. Send 

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 

for I am suffering torment in these flames.” It was too late for 

him, but it is not too late for us to offer a drop of La Salette wa-

ter, figuratively speaking, through our ministry and prayer, to 

those who thirst for human and divine kindness. This thought 

takes on a much deeper meaning when we apply it to God. A sin-

gle drop of mercy from the finger of God brings coolness and a 

release from the suffering. A drop of Jesus’ blood, given to us in 

the Eucharist, can restore us to God’s favour. Let us never be 

complacent about our participation in the Mass. And let us desire 

to have a heart for afflicted sinners, to be agents of God’s mercy 
where and as we can. 
DO YOU ACCEPT YOUR MISTAKE? Everyone makes mis-

takes, but most people are hesitant to admit them. By dismissing 

our fault, we dismiss our chance to learn and improve. Some-

times, even with our best intentions, things go wrong. When we 

know we are at fault, most of us become defensive. We fear ad-

mitting our mistakes will put us down in front of others, so we 

keep denying it. Doing this not only does it hampers our relation-

ship but even our personal growth. To grow in life, look at ways 

to need to improve yourself. Improvement can only happen when 

you realise your shortcomings and are willing to work on them. 

You cannot fix every mistake, but you can always correct your-

self. 

EMAIL FOR CONTACTING ME: My temporary email: jo-

seph.sajimathew@gmail.com 

SECOND COLLECTION- There will be a Second Collection 

this weekend to defray the cost of Altar and Sanctuary flowers. Next 

Friday 7th October is the CAFOD HARVEST FAST Day. A Second 

will be taken up next weekend for this cause. 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT: The students at Christ the 

King Catholic School have been in school for a month now. It 

is a delight to see their happy faces and joyful hearts each day. 

These young children were born with an innocent blank slate, a 

brain primed to learn. CTK School teachers have been creating 

lessons to meet the cognitive needs of the students as well as 

their spiritual needs and love for Christ. 

In April, Pope Francis said that Catholic education and forma-

tion are more important than ever in “an age awash in informa-

tion often transmitted without wisdom or critical sense.” Edu-

cators are “called to nurture the desire for truth, goodness and 

beauty that lies in the heart of each individual, so that all may 

learn how to love life and be open to the fullness of life.” CTK 

Parish has made Catholic education a priority. Many groups in 

our parish will have to collaborate to design the strategic plan 

which reaches beyond maintaining our parish but strives to 

strengthen the healthy growth of our parish. As the Strategic 

Plan addresses our evangelization mission, Catholic education 

and CTK Catholic School will play a huge role. Not only does 

CTK School instill the joy of the Gospel but also provides the 

pupils with hope through prayer, the ability to self-discipline, 

and the strength to weather trying times.  

The readings for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time call us 

to care for others. Children who attend Catholic schools 

build healthier relationships with others and are more likely 

to feel a social responsibility to support the needy and con-

tribute to their community. They develop clear moral values 

that care for others and demonstrate their faith in our Heav-

enly Father.  

Pope Francis says “The education of young people is such an 

important task in forming them as free and responsible human 

beings. It affirms their dignity as an inalienable gift that flows 

from our original creation as children made in the image and 

likeness of God. And because education truly forms human 

beings, it is especially the responsibility and duty of the 

Church, who is called to serve humankind from the heart of 

God and serve in such a way that no other institution can.” It is 

a gift to our young people of that CTK Parish is committed to 

the nurturing of student's faith and education while they de-

velop the virtues of prudence, temperance, fortitude, and jus-

tice. 

THE NOBLE CONFESSION We do not always stand up for 

our beliefs. We say the poor have rights, but we do not always 

vote on their behalf. We want an end to world hunger, but we 

do not encourage our elected officials to end it. We want peace 

on earth, but not without a little revenge. Sometimes we suc-

cumb to the lesser values of others. We eat foods we should 

not. We drink more than we should. Some people abuse illegal 

substances. It is hard to stand up for our beliefs in the midst of 

a crowd that thinks otherwise. But we must. The First Letter to 

Timothy says, “Pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, pa-

tience, and gentleness.” We want to, but it’s hard.  

“Compete well for the faith,” the letter continues, as if it can 

read our heart. Our faith feels like a competition. We want to 

do the right thing, but it is easy to fail. We have to compete for 

our faith. The letter recalls the testimony Jesus gave under Pon-

tius Pilate. At a time of trial in every sense of the word, Jesus 

remained firm and gave testimony for “the noble confession.” 

He lost his life, but he gained the world. When we take a stand 

for our beliefs, we may lose friends, support, popularity — or 

life. But we gain peace of mind, a firm heart, and the confi-

dence that God looks kindly upon us who — in times of trial — 

made the noble confession. 

JESUS BECAME POOR SO THAT WE MAY BE-

COME RICH: “For you know the gracious act of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became poor al-

though he was rich, so that by his poverty you might be-

come rich.’’ We are on a journey to our heavenly home-

land. Although we are not yet in heaven and experiencing 

the fullness of the Kingdom of God, God’s kingdom is in 

us who have accepted the salvation that Christ gained for 

us. With this gift, we are called to share this salvation 

with others and welcome them to live in the Kingdom of 

God. All are invited to be rich in the Kingdom of God! 

With this in mind, think of the hospitality that you show 

to others and how your kindness can be the light of Christ 

that others are looking to see. This Sunday, Sept. 25 is 

the 108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees. This can 

be a controversial topic for many, but we are to remem-

ber to look at our neighbours with the eyes of faith, to 

look at them as God wants us to look at them.  

There is often the temptation to be on the defensive and 

to protect what you have. When reminded of the mission 

that Jesus has given to us, how willing are you to offer 

something up for another? Perhaps to be generous with 

what you have and remember what Jesus said, “Give and 

gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed to-

gether, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured 

into your lap. For the measure with which you measure 

will in return be measured out to you” (Lk 6:38). Re-

member that Jesus does not call us to view other people 

as objects, but to recognise their dignity as called to be 

children of God. Pope Francis gives a message for this 

World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2022 and states, 

“No one must be excluded. God’s plan is essentially in-

clusive and gives priority to those living on the existen-

tial peripheries. Among them are many migrants and 

refugees, displaced persons, and victims of trafficking. 

The Kingdom of God is to be built with them, for without 

them it would not be the Kingdom that God wants” (Pope 

Francis, Building the Future with Migrants and Refugees, 

25 September 2022).  

The presence of migrants and refugees can certainly 

bring a great challenge for people, but we are not to flee 

in the face of difficulty. Their presence can also be a 

great opportunity for the cultural and spiritual growth of 

everyone. One thing to remember is that although you 

have received the sacraments of initiation, you are not 

done growing and maturing in the faith. We are to con-

stantly be taught by God, grow in love, and serve our 

Lord as His faithful disciples. Allow me to conclude with 

this prayer from Pope Francis and think of how you are 

hospitable to those who are struggling. Prayer Lord, 

make us bearers of hope, so that where there is darkness, 

your light may shine, and where there is discouragement, 

confidence in the future may be reborn. Lord, make us 

instruments of your justice, so that where there is exclu-

sion, fraternity may flourish, and where there is greed, a 

spirit of sharing may grow. Lord, make us builders of 

your Kingdom, together with migrants and refugees and 

with all who dwell on the peripheries. Lord, let us learn 

how beautiful it is to live together as brothers and sisters.  
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): The Sacrament 

of Confession or Sacrament of Penance is celebrated on 

Saturdays from 5.00pm- 5:40pm prior to the vigil Mass 

or by making appointment. 

UPDATE FROM CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC 

PRIMARY SCHOOL (Sophie Short) A huge 'hello' 

from all of the staff and pupils at Christ the King Catholic 

Primary School! Our new term has started off well as we've 

welcomed pupils and staff to the school - both old and 

new.  Our new leadership team consisting of Co-

Headteachers Mrs Evans and Mrs Griffin-Felton, alongside 

Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Short, and SENCo, Mrs Bunche, 

are excited for the future of our school.  If you know of any 

families looking for school places for their children in any 

year group, or who are due to start school in September 2023, 

please do encourage them to arrange a visit to our wonderful 

school by calling 01980 622039. 

PET BLESSING: Our annual pet blessing has been sched-

uled for Tuesday, October 4th. This is the feast day of St. 

Francis of Assisi. It will be a fun way to celebrate him and 

how he taught us all to love and cherish life in all its 

forms! Bring your family pets to the lawn at 11.00am on 

October 4th for a prayer service and blessing. 
PARISH FAMILY BARBEQUE AT CTK ON 2ND OCTOBER:  There 

will be a Barbecue Day on Sunday 2nd October coinciding 

with the Season of Creation, Harvest Day and the feast of 

St. Francis of Assisi. The whole parish is invited to join 

for the Barbecue Day. Includes: Food, Drinks, Games on 

the lawn, Raffle etc. 

COMPETING LIKE A STEWARD Picture it: family 

game night. What are you playing? Monopoly? Clue? 

Chess? Poker? Whatever your game of choice, I’ll bet the 

night is a lot more fun when everyone tries their best to 

win. Sure, no one likes an obnoxiously competitive oppo-

nent — but if we’re being honest with ourselves, it’s actu-

ally more annoying to face off with someone who just 

doesn’t care. A little competition gives the activity a pulse. 

It keeps everyone interested. It speaks to the worthiness of 

the endeavor. We are told to “compete well for the faith.” 

These are confusing words, perhaps, since cutthroat com-

petition doesn’t jive with the spiritual ideals of submission 

and humility. So why is God asking this of us? He isn’t 

setting up some kind of cosmic contest to reward the 

smartest, strongest, and fastest among us with His mercy 

and grace. Competition doesn’t have to mean aggressive 

self-interest. It doesn’t have to mean ferocity and lack of 

principle. Competition can — and should — mean wit-

ness. Think of the Olympics. There’s a competition that 

isn’t a conquest or a performance but rather a testimony — 

a feat of strength! A celebration of ability, hard work, and 

effort. Does anything glorify God more than that? Let’s 

strive to be competitive, but with the competitive nature of 

an everyday steward: that which seeks the good of all run-

ning the race. 

WORK COMMENCED:The Diocese has approved the pro-

posed work to go ahead replacing the damaged gutter adja-

cent to the Sanctuary area and refurbishment of the toilets 

and the walls of the kitchen will be renovated. The work has 

started already and might last up to six weeks. We will con-

tinue with normal church programmes and activities in spite 

of the work. The toilet at the entrance of the church will not 

be operational during this time. But, you are permitted to use 

the toilets at the back of the church near the exit or back door 

of the church. The inconvenience should only last 5 or 6 

weeks, but the benefit of a new lot will last many, many 

years! Thank you for your understanding, cooperation and 

supporting the Parish initiative! 


