
 

                                                                                                               
WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

25TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: ADULT BAPTISM, FIRST COMMUNION, AND CONFIRMATION:The 16th 

century English philosopher Francis Bacon once stated, “If a man will begin with certainties, he shall end in doubt, but if he will 

be content to begin with doubts, he shall end in certainties.”  As the church initiates another academic year, it is sometimes 

forgotten that in CTK Church as well as in all Catholic Churches there are countless people who come to liturgy who are un-

baptized, members of a different Christian tradition, or not sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. In most cases these are faithful people who are comfortable with their situation, yet uncomfortable to take a leap 

forward in their faith journey. Some of these people were introduced to the Catholic faith through marriage with a Catholic 

spouse and come to liturgy to establish a bond through family worship rather than foster separation.        

This weekend the parish extends an invitation to invite friends, family, or oneself to enquire into the process for adults to take a 

step forward in the way the church formally brings people into the Sacraments of Initiation. Many roads lead people to the 

Catholic faith which include presence in the Church for a wedding or funeral, a conversation with a co-worker, or observance of 

the way a Catholic person gives witness to one’s faith. All people who are open to discerning their personal experiences of faith, 

and learn more about the Catholic tradition are welcome to begin the process. Only one thing is required: a desire to learn, grow, 

and enhance one’s relationship with God aware that doubts often lead to certainties.    

The scriptures point to numerous people called by God to a deepened commitment in faith that led to inner conflict; however, 

encouragement of others awakened these people to acceptance of the invitation. Samuel’s call in the Old Testament describes 

the way a young boy is awakened three times by the Lord as his mentor, Eli, persuades him to respond to God’s invitation with 

those words, “Speak Lord, Your Servant is listening.” Jeremiah’s call and his sense of unworthiness made him hesitant, but 

found support in the face of opposition. The New Testament contains many call stories that include the message of the angel 

Gabriel to Mary and the way her cousin, Elizabeth, affirmed her role as the mother of Jesus, and Jesus’ call to the first disciples. 

Like many people in the Bible, you or a loved one may ponder the next step in a faith journey, but lack confidence and 

reassurance in that most people called by God find it confusing or intimidating.  

This month may be the time to take that jump since there is nothing to lose in that the initial step is referred to as the Period of 

Enquiry or the Pre-Catechumenate. This is the time when a person expresses interest in the journey without a commitment. 

Participation in this process is known as the R.C.I.A (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults). 

R.C.I.A is a process of Catholic formation based on commitment to an ongoing spiritual journey. Those who choose to take this 

step gather on Sunday mornings to hear faith stories from members of the parish who witness to their beliefs; and, assist each 

participant to discern a calling into our faith community. Since the initiation of adults is the responsibility of all the baptized; we 

may assist those who are searching for Christ in three ways. The first is through spiritual companionship known as sponsorship. 

The second is as a catechist and the third is by engendering a hospitable environment that makes participants feel comfortable, 

accepted, and welcomed. Each member of the parish is called to pray for these people, and to speak honestly and openly to them 

whenever possible so that those who accept the invitation are confident to explore their spiritual lives. If you or a loved one wish 

further information about this faith journey, please contact Father Saji who will gladly spend time with you.  BE BLESSED 

AND BE A BLESSING 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, 

and I will be their Lord forever. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Praise the Lord, who raises the poor 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord, to accept the words of your Son. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes. 

HOME MISSION SUNDAY- SECOND COLLECTION 2022: Saturday 17th September – Sunday 18th September.  

Evangelisation is an essential work of the Church. At all levels, and through every avenue we can utilize, we are called to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ with our neighbours and within our local communities. The Home Mission Office helps the local Church 

to share the joy of the Gospel authentically, creatively and with tenderness. There will be a second collection for this worthy cause. 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors attending public 

Mass. Whether you are just passing through or looking for a 

spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King inviting and 

spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a regular basis, we 

encourage you to register with the parish. Please call our parish 

office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we hope you enjoy 

your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always open to you, your 

family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all good)  

DIOCESE SYNODAL PROCESS: Our parish and our school 

have received printed copies of the report from Bishop Declan 

Lang that consolidates the information submitted by parishes, 

schools, religious orders, hospitals and prisons. If you would 

like to read this report, please ask Fr. Saji for your 

turn to borrow a copy. Or alternatively, find it on the 

diocese website:cliftondiocese.com'Home'tabSelect'Synod' 

option Click on the picture of the publication. 

FOOD BANK As you can imagine, demand on our local food 

bank has increased dramatically over the past few weeks. As well 

as providing for more people, the food bank is receiving fewer 

donations as people tighten their own belts, and often runs out of 

the basics that keep people going. Please, if you can, continue 

your support of the vulnerable in our society. Thank you. 

DONATIONS A big thank you for all your generous donations, 

which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish to transfer to 

standing order or bank transfer, the Parish bank details are: Name: 

Christ the King Church Amesbury: Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 

Account Number 66286638. If you wish to remember the Parish in 

your Will, further information is available from the Parish Office. 

HUMILITY RULES REVISITED This past May I wrote about 

a book that was given to me. The book Humility Rules was 

written by J. Augustine Wetta, O.S.B. It is based on Saint 

Benedict’s 12-Step Guide to Genuine Self-Esteem. There was a 

“homework assignment” or challenge to do something related to 

each of the Steps. It made for an interesting read. There is 

actually an additional “Homework” for each of the Steps, but you 

will need to read the book to find out what they are. STEP 1: 

FEAR OF GOD 1. Let someone less competent than you tell you 

what to do. 2. Secretly do someone else’s chores. STEP 7: SELF-

ABASEMENT 1. Thank God for something you’re not good at. 

2. Thank God for something you’re good at. STEP 2: SELF-

DENIAL 1. Let someone tell you a story you have already heard. 

2. Make sure the last thing you read tonight before going to bed 

is Scripture. STEP 8: PRUDENCE 1. Just say “thank you” the 

next time someone tells you something you already know. 2. 

Clean up someone’s mess. Bonus points if it’s on the floor. STEP 

3: OBEDIENCE 1. The next time you see something not done 

your way, leave it be if it works. 2. The next time someone treats 

you unfairly, smile and thank God for him. STEP 9: SILENCE 1. 

Refrain from having the last word in your next conversation 

(even if it’s friendly). 2. Drive somewhere with the radio and 

mobile phone turned off. STEP 4: PERSEVERANCE 1. Spend 

an entire day without correcting anyone. 2. Keep your next 

opinion to yourself. STEP 10: DIGNITY 1. Make someone smile 

without making them laugh. 2. Spend an entire day without 

looking at a screen. STEP 5: REPENTANCE 1. Fix something 

you didn’t break or clean something you didn’t dirty. 2. Make no 

excuses the next time you are reprimanded. STEP 11: 

DISCRETION 1. The next time someone annoys you, don’t tell 

anyone. 2. Find a point of agreement with someone who has a 

different opinion. STEP 6: SERENITY 1. Deliberately walk (or 

drive) behind someone slow. 2. Give up 30 minutes of television 

or video games and read the Bible instead. STEP 12: 

REVERENCE 1. With reverence, say the name of Jesus 20 times 

today. 3. Arrive 20 minutes early for church this Sunday 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of  your Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who promised to  stay with us 

always, until the end of the age. Reawaken our wonder at 

His presence in  the Most Holy Eucharist. May our hearts 

burn within us as He opens the Scriptures  and breaks the 

bread. Give us the eyes of faith  to recognise His presence  

in our brothers and sisters, especially in the face  of the 

poor and the suffering.  Nourished by the Eucharist, send 

us forth to walk faithfully as missionary disciples, 

proclaiming the Gospel to  every heart and extending 

Your kingdom to every land. We ask this through Christ  

our Lord. Amen. 

DEAR PARISH FAMILY, Today the Church celebrates 

Catechetical Sunday. It is a wonderful opportunity to reflect 

on the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in 

handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. We 

come together as a parish to acknowledge the dedication of 

those who serve as catechists in our parish family. We also 

honour parents and guardians because they are the true first 

catechists, sharing the Catholic faith with their families. I 

invite you to take a moment and offer a prayer of gratitude for 

the good work being accomplished within our parish by those 

sharing the Catholic faith and sharing the good news of Jesus 

Christ within our parish family. Happy Catechetical Sunday! 

FLOWER DONATIONS: Donate a fresh flower arrangement to 

honour a friend or family member, to remember a loved one, to 

celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or for any reason you wish. 

Your donated flower arrangements will be remembered in our 

parish bulletin and a Mass will be offered for their intentions. 

These two arrangements sit on either side of the tabernacle. For 

any questions, please call Ann Larke  on 07485423471 or email 

or call Father Saji Thank you very much for helping to beautify 

our church. God bless you! 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 17TH SEPTEMBER 2022  

SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER MASS AT 6.00PM FOR 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

SUNDAY 18TH AUGUST MASS AT 11.00AM DANNY 

RAMSEY, RIP 

MONDAY 19TH SPETEMBER MASS AT 9.30AM  REQUIEM 

MASS FOR QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

TUESDAY 20TH SEPTEMEBER MASS AT 10.00AM  CAROL 

DRENNAN (INTENTIONS) 

WEDNESDAY 21STSEPTEMBER MASS AT 10.00AM. 

NELSON RIP  

THURSDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER MASS AT 10..00AM 

PRIVATE INTENTIONS 

FRIDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND 

MASS AT 6.00PM  EMILY AND ROSS  (INTENTIONS) 5TH 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

SATURDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER MASS AT 6.00PM  HOLY 

SOULS 

SUNDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER MASS AT 11.00AM  JOANNA 

AND ADAM KUCZER, RIP 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM SUNDAY 18 September formerly 

called Home Mission Sunday but now named after Pope 

Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on the ‘Joy of the Gospel’. On 

this day we support the work of the Catholic Church in 

evangelisation and liturgy, taking care of our beautiful 

buildings and dialogue with other denominations & faiths. 



SPIRITUALITY AND SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:  Quite 

simply, it is our interior awareness of our relationship with God. 

What is spiritual direction? Spiritual direction helps us to develop 

that awareness and guides us in a deepening of our relationship 

with God. The most important relationship that we will have in 

this lifetime is our relationship with our Triune God and sadly it 

is usually the one relationship that we sorely neglect. Like all 

relationships, communication is the key to growth and knowledge 

of the other, in this instance the  Other is God. Perhaps the best 

place to begin is to consider what is our image of God? Our im-

age of God has been formed by our experiences. Our lives reflect 

the image of God we hold in our hearts. The image of God is not 

fixed; it is ever growing towards fullness. May I propose the fol-

lowing exercise for your contemplation in the days ahead as a  

window on God, to see more clearly who God is for you?  

Spend some quiet time to think and pray about your  feelings, 

insights, questions, or resolutions that emerge from your reflec-

tions in these three areas: 1) God—as God was presented to me, 

or taught to me, when I was a child 2) God—as I would like to 

know God; as I would like God to be; as I would like to relate to 

God 3) God—as I have come to know God through my own  ex-

perience and searching (Adapted from the book: Love: A Guide 

for Prayer by  Jacqueline Syrup Bergan and Sister Marie Schwan: 

Loyola Press)  God is constantly revealing God’s self to us 

through Scripture, creation, prayer, our lived experiences; indeed 

our whole journey of life is an ongoing encounter with God. May 

God bless your time of reflection and may our Triune God open 

up the eyes of your heart to see God more clearly and love God 

more deeply. 

Since God created human beings, we have struggled to keep our 

focus on God. We wrestle with the question of “who is God” and 

foolishly believe some of God’s job description can be better 

completed by us. We wander in different directions, lose our 

way, think that happiness can be found elsewhere and even con-

struct  golden calves to worship. Are we simply too independent 

or just blatantly stubborn? It’s a good question to ask. Even with 

all of our silliness and  distractions, God compassionately and 

patiently waits. He lets us assert our wills and knows that perhaps 

one day we will actually wake up and realise how lost we are. 

“Since happiness is nothing other than the enjoyment of the high-

est good and since the highest good is above, no one can be made 

happy unless he rises above himself, not by an ascent of the body 

but of the heart. But we cannot rise above ourselves unless a 

higher power lifts us up ... Divine aid is available to those who 

seek it from their hearts, humbly and devoutly; and this means to 

sigh for it in this valley of tears, through fervent prayer (St. 

Bonaveture).” One of the biggest human struggles is discerning 

what, exactly, is the highest good. We are ordered to achieve it 

but if we pursue it with clouded vision, we will never truly find 

it.  

One of the greatest obstacles to God’s power and love is a stub-

born, closed heart of stone. When we are fiercely determined to 

set our sights elsewhere for happiness or simply ride the popular 

currents of the day, we will never satisfy the deep ache and long-

ing within. We know that ache well. It is precisely why we scurry 

all over the place, attempting to find the next best thing to take 

away its pain. Nothing in the created world ever can or will. We 

continue our journey. One day, people may wake up and realise 

that they are grazing in the wrong pasture and putting themselves 

in harm’s way. When this awakening occurs, it will be a most 

joyous day as we will see God’s wide-open arms waiting to re-

ceive us. “Lead me, Lord, in your path, and I will enter in your 

truth. Let my heart rejoice that it may fear your name (St. 

Bonaventure).” 

CALLED TO ACCOUNT: A steward is in charge of another 

person’s property. It is a position of trust. The main character 

of today’s gospel is a dishonest steward, whose master told 

him: “Prepare a full account of your stewardship.” In the 

Church, the concept of stewardship is often applied to time, 

talent and treasure and, more and more, to the planet. After 

reading the text from Amos as well as the gospel, we may feel 

that we have just been served a summons from God and must 

now prepare an accounting of our stewardship. From a La 

Salette perspective, we might say that the Beautiful Lady dwelt 

on the stewardship of time. “Do you say your prayers well?”  

Praying well does not mean we should just be careful to avoid 

distractions, for example. Rather, it is a question of giving ap-

propriate time to prayer, and making sure that we are praying 

from the heart, not only with our lips. Mary also mentioned the 

Lord’s Day twice. First, speaking like the prophets in God’s 

name, she says, “I gave you six days to work; I kept the seventh 

for myself, and no one will give it to me.” Later she states that 

only a few elderly women go to Mass in the summer, and that 

when others do go to church, they make a mockery of religion. 

Finally, “In Lent they go to the butcher shops like dogs.” Even 

outside of the religious context, we need to examine our use of 

time. Allowing, of course, for appropriate leisure, we need to 

avoid wasting hours on activities—or inactivity—that we are 

unable or ashamed to account for.  

In our professional life, do we put in an honest day’s work? As 

for talent and treasure, do we put them to good use for the 

Christian community and those in need around us? Or do we 

squander them for our own pleasure and greed, storing up treas-

ure which will not go with us to the grave. What would it be 

like if God would demand a full account of our stewardship? 

Actually, the question is not hypothetical. What will it be like, 

when…? We should also be ready to give an account of one of 

our greatest gifts—our vocation. 

LET YOUR DREAMS UNFOLD: Our achievements can 

lead to a change in our life and lifestyle; the real reason for 

our happiness is actually inner fulfilment. To achieve any 

dream in life requires dedication, patience and perseverance. 

The bigger the dream, the greater the effort and, many times 

longer the wait. Many times while waiting, we even feel 

tired, broken or hopeless. So the moment our dream comes 

true, we feel a zest of energy, and the time of life we thought 

got wasted becomes meaningful. Don't ever feel disap-

pointed and discouraged, even if the wait seems long. Your 

time will never get wasted. The efforts you put in will al-

ways yield a result in one way or another. One of the great-

est moments is watching your dreams come true. That one 

moment of joy makes every moment you waited worthwhile. 

WORK COMMENCED:The Diocese has approved the pro-

posed work to go ahead replacing the damaged gutter adjacent 

to the Sanctuary area and refurbishment of the toilets and the 

walls of the kitchen will be renovated. The work has started 

already and might last up to six weeks. We will continue with 

normal church programmes and activities in spite of the work. 

The toilet at the entrance of the church will not be operational 

during this time. But, you are permitted to use the toilets at the 

back of the church near the exit or back door of the church. The 

inconvenience should only last 5 or 6 weeks, but the benefit of 

a new lot will last many, many years! Thank you for your un-

derstanding, cooperation and supporting the Parish initiative! 

EMAIL FOR CONTACTING ME: My temporary email: jo-

seph.sajimathew@gmail.com 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND FAITH FORMA-

TION:(CONTINUED) We live in a complex 21st century 

world where the teachings and traditions of the Catholic 

faith provide deep insight into the questions and challenges 

of our time. Young people are searching for answers to their 

emerging questions and realities of life. Catholic schools are 

communities where students can grapple with questions 

related to the world, identity and meaning while remaining 

firmly grounded in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Faith is at the heart of a Catholic education. The mission of 

Catholic education is to nurture discipleship that leads to 

transformation and growth on both the personal and collec-

tive level. At every step of the way, students in Catholic 

schools are guided and cared for by leaders and teachers 

committed to the holistic development of the young through 

religious instruction, virtue development and service to the 

community. 

Catholic schools are faith-based communities where belief 

in God is part of the everyday environment. Students par-

ticipate in the sacraments, including regularly scheduled 

Masses, as well as prayer that marks the significant mo-

ments of the day. Religious images are present throughout 

our schools reminding us of the Gospel call to live a holy 

life. Our Catholic schools firmly believe that families pro-

vide the foundation for the faith development of their chil-

dren. Therefore, we place particular emphasis on partnering 

with families in forming their children in the Catholic faith. 

This partnership gives students a chance to understand the 

mission, beliefs and practices of their faith. With a firm 

sense of their values and faith, students can boldly go into a 

world that needs them and make a difference. 

Formed in the faith, graduates of Catholic schools are 

equipped to positively impact society. Studies have shown 

that Catholic school graduates are more likely to vote, con-

tribute their time and money to charitable causes, and get 

involved in social advocacy. Catholic school graduates are 

more likely to pray regularly and attend Church regularly. 

We welcome all students, both Catholic and non-Catholic, 

to experience the beauty and richness of a Catholic educa-

tion. We believe that religious and cultural diversity ulti-

mately enriches the entire educational experience. Catholic 

and non-Catholic parents value the academic excellence of a 

Catholic school education and the respect shown in our 

schools for beliefs, values and a higher sense of purpose. 

Our schools educate the whole child – academically, spiritu-

ally, physically and emotionally. Our children are our fu-

ture! 

DOES A DEFEAT MAKE YOU A LOSER? Being a 

champion is not only about winning. It is about learning 

from your defeat, improving yourself and trying it out 

again. Every time we make an effort, we look for a positive 

outcome, but this doesn’t always happen. There are times 

when we don’t make it happen. At that time, we may start to 

doubt ourselves and feel like a failure, but you have every 

reason to still feel like a winner because you tried. Never 

underestimate yourself. Winning and losing is part of life. If 

you keep strong and don’t give up, you will remain a cham-

pion. Being a champion doesn't mean you always win, but 

when you lose, you don't refuse to try again. 

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): The Sacrament 

of Confession or Sacrament of Penance is celebrated on 

Saturdays from 5.00pm- 5:40pm prior to the vigil Mass 

or by making appointment. 

PARISH FAMILY BARBEQUE AT CTK ON 2ND OCTOBER:  There 

will be a Barbecue Day on Sunday 2nd October coinciding 

with the Season of Creation, Harvest Day and the feast of 

St. Francis of Assisi. The whole parish is invited to join 

for the Barbecue Day. Includes: Food, Drinks, Games on 

the lawn, Raffle etc. 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II, RIP: The UK 

was plunged into mourning on Thursday 8th September after-

noon after Her Majesty's death was announced. We will al-

ways treasure Queen Elizabeth II’s life of service and devo-

tion to our nation and the Commonwealth; our longest-

serving and greatest monarch. So as our great Elizabethan era 

comes to an end, we will honour the late Queen’s memory by 

keeping alive the values of public service she embodied. For 

seventy years, Queen Elizabeth II stood remarkably as the 

head of our country. But, in spirit, she stood amongst us. A 

unifying figure with a comprehensive knowledge of how 

politics affected lives in real terms. Her Majesty Queen Eliza-

beth, whose faith in Jesus was the guiding light in her life. 

She was wonderful and selflessly served this country. She 

would say: 'Keep calm and carry on,' so carry on, we shall. 

What a wonderful example of selfless service she has set. 

Such sterling qualities which are hard to find any more. To-

day we pray that she will come to perfection in the eternal 

life promised by Jesus and in which she always hoped on her 

journey. We also pray for King Charles III and Queen Con-

sort Camilla, along with the Royal Family, will be comforted 

on the death of Queen Elizabeth, and that the nations of the 

Common wealth will give thanks for her Christian faith and 

life of service. Our heartfelt condolences to the Royal Family 

and best wishes for King Charles as he begins his reign in 

such a tumultuous time. Long live the King. 

MAKE A AWAY:What’s your comfort zone: emotionally, 

professionally, personally? We all have one. But did you re-

alise that you can have one spiritually? Think about what you 

like and what you don’t particularly enjoy when it comes to 

church, prayer, and liturgy. We all have “those songs” we 

crinkle our noses at, either because they’re too modern or too 

old-fashioned. We all have “those people” in our parish 

whose ideas we aren’t so sure about, whether that’s because 

they’re trying to change too much or because they seem al-

ways to be looking toward the past. Also, when was the last 

time you sat on the OTHER side of the church during Mass? 

As much as we may not want to admit it, even (and espe-

cially) as people of God, we get deeply attached to our own 

personal comfort zones — and we tend to view those outside 

with distrust. But what if God had a comfort zone? What if 

He viewed us, in our sin and our misery, as too “far away” 

from Himself to reach? Thankfully, our God is a God who 

“opens a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters.” Our 

God is a God who does “something new.” The call to stew-

ardship demands that we look outside of ourselves. Our 

thoughts, our opinions, our preferences — these things are 

not important to the steward. Even if there is a vast, dry de-

sert of discord, or a seemingly endless wasteland of opposing 

views between us and our neighbour, God challenges us to 

“make a way” out of our comfort zone, that together we may 

announce His praise. 

SUNDAY HOMILY FROM BISHOP ROBERT BARRON reflects that 

the Catholic Church does not demonize power in itself, rather 

the proper exercise of power provides for an orderly society. 

However power can also be abusive, especially when it mar-

ginalises still further the poor. To listen and watch, click on 

the ‘Sunday Homily’ button on our homepage 


