
 

                                                                                                               
WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST SUNDAY YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT: We have been preparing for this weekend 

ever since Easter Sunday. We have been readying ourselves for the gift of the Holy Spirit. For most of us, it’s not the first 

time that we have attempted to receive this gift from God, but it is a renewal of our commitment to receive the Holy Spirit. 

Are we willing to truly open ourselves to being influenced by the Holy Spirit or is this just another weekend in the church 

year?  As you approach the coming year, which of the gifts of the Holy Spirit are most prominent in your life right now 

and which of the gifts could use some enrichment or deepening in you? We describe the gifts of the Holy Spirit as 

wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord (awe and wonder in God‘s presence.)  

These are the gifts that are promised to us as we receive the Holy Spirit but we know that they are not automatically 

fruitful in our lives. So much of what comes from God is a pure gift but demands a response on our part to make the gift 

fruitful. Which of these would you like to deepen in your life? Which of these could make the greatest impact on your 

present situation?  Another way to celebrate this feast of Pentecost is to do an examination of our current life and see if we 

see the fruits of the Holy Spirit spilling out of us into the world. Depending on our choices and actions, especially with 

how we follow the counsel and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, there should be evidence of the fruits of the Holy Spirit in 

our lives. They are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. This list 

comes from Saint Paul’s letter to the Galatians, chapter 5.   

For the fruits of the Holy Spirit to become evident in our lives, we must make some inward choices about the attitudes and 

the beliefs of our minds and hearts. If we truly believe that we belong to God and God will never abandon us, peace will 

flow from us abundantly. If we take all that we have as a gift from God and let gratitude flow out of us into the world, 

people will experience kindness and generosity through us. If we appreciate how faithful God is to us and how God’s 

promises are always true, we will experience the freedom that those promises give us and will want to share those 

promises and freedom with others. If we are able to experience each other as brothers and sisters, no matter what our 

differences, there is a wellspring of love that springs forth to treat each other with compassion and gentleness.  As you can 

see these don’t come automatically, but are the fruits of the choices, attitudes, behaviours, and intentions of each of us as 

individuals and of our communities of faith in love.   

If you would like your life to reflect more of the fruits of the Holy Spirit to those who are around you most immediately 

and to strangers that you meet, this weekend might be important opportunity to resettle your mind and heart in the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. Know again or for the first time that God has given you an advocate, an intercessor, and one who will 

guide you in your decisions and your discernment, if you let the Spirit do that.  How will you carry on the resurrection of 

Christ in your own personal life now that our Easter season has finished? How do people sense from you the gift of hope, 

even though you live in the same world that leads many people to cynicism and hatred? How will the resurrection of 

Christ be apparent in your life, especially toward those who are difficult for you to love or who are so different than you 

are?  It is no longer time to stay locked up out of fear behind closed doors and to act small in the world. Now is the time to 

be a beacon of light. Now is the time to trust that God is leading you and that you can be humble enough to listen and 

obeyBE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world and that which contains all things understands 

what is said, alleluia. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world and that which contains all things understands 

what is said, alleluia. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of 

your love. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke of the marvels of God, alleluia. 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to 

extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors 

attending public Mass. Whether you are just passing through or 

looking for a spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King 

inviting and spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a 

regular basis, we encourage you to register with the parish. Please 

call our parish office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we 

hope you enjoy your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always 

open to you, your family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all 

good)  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: First Holy Communion is a 

wonderful moment in a child’s life and represents a sign of 

growth in the knowledge and love of God for each and every 

child. Parents who bring their child or children for First Holy 

Communion are fulfilling the vow they made publicly at their 

child’s baptism some years before to be the “first and best 

teachers of their child in the ways of faith”. Now they are 

more actively fulfilling this vow. The celebration of First 

Holy Communion each year is primarily a Parish Community 

Celebration. There is great expectation that the family are full 

practising members of the community and that they regularly 

come to Mass. On this understanding, the parish will provide 

all the necessary help to parents and children, particularly 

those children not attending Catholic schools. The support 

from parents for this and other elements of the course cannot 

be emphasised enough. No child will be denied First Holy 

Communion; however, children who miss two or at most three 

sessions will have missed key catechesis. In such cases and 

after discussion with catechists and parents, the parish priest 

may remove a child from the course and invite parents to 

reapply for the following year. Sports events, parties and other 

such competing attractions must come second to First Holy 

Communion preparation and the regular attendance of Mass 

during the First Holy Communion year.  First Communion 

Class Schedule: Sunday 12th June at 12.30pm First Holy 

Communion Mass on Sunday 19th June at 11.00am 

ON THE WAY THE BEATITUDES: Blessed are the 

merciful… The pursuit of justice that we considered last week 

leads logically to the pursuit of mercy. Indeed, justice should 

always lead to its constant and necessary complement, mercy. 

Moreover, when we strive for that justice that is a right 

relationship and union with God, then we will – we must – 

share his desire for mercy. Blessed are the merciful, for they 

shall receive mercy. There is something both beautiful and 

severe about this Beatitude. Beautiful, because of its 

insistence on and its promise of mercy. Now, this doesn’t 

contradict justice but leads beyond it. Indeed, the pursuit of 

justice brings us to that point at which we ought to consider 

mercy. The justice-alone mentality produces a culture of 

competition and rivalry, a view of reality as a zero-sum game 

of “mine and yours.” This Beatitude breaks us from that 

unhealthy view of justice as a stingy and strict calculation of 

who deserves what. When followed, it has transformed 

cultures by leading them beyond justice, to the generosity and 

liberality of mercy. At the same time, there is a severity here: 

only the merciful will receive mercy. Those who show no 

mercy should not expect to receive any. This reminds us of 

our petition in the Lord’s Prayer: Forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. It’s extraordinary 

that we can say those words at all. Consider what they mean: 

we want to be forgiven as we forgive. We ask God to extend 

to us the same mercy we extend to others.  

This is such an amazing petition that it’s the only one that our 

Lord singles out for commentary (cf. Mt 6:14-15). This severe 

mercy flows from the oneness of love of God and neighbour. 

As we cannot claim to love God without loving our 

neighbour, so we cannot expect to receive mercy from God if 

we have failed to extend mercy to our neighbour. Nor is this a 

capricious divine decree. It comes from the fact that the 

human heart has only one opening. Now, that’s bad biology. 

But it’s good theology. The heart has only one opening by 

which it extends love to both God and neighbour. The degree 

to which your heart opens to forgive, so also it opens to 

receive forgiveness. The unmerciful will not receive mercy, 

not out of any defect or lack of mercy on God’s part, but 

because by closing their hearts to their neighbours they have 

also closed them to God. Finally, there is something 

therapeutic about this Beatitude. It shows us the way to 

healing. Being merciful to others helps end our self-focus and 

self-pity.  

When we think of others, we must come out of ourselves, stop 

wallowing in our own misery, and attain some degree of self-

forgetfulness. Here again is the fundamental Christian 

paradox: we receive to the degree that we give. Those who 

forget about themselves and show mercy to others will find 

themselves and experience healing. For whoever wishes to 

save his life by focusing on his own sufferings, will lose it. 

But whoever loses his life by showing mercy to others in need 

will find it (cf. Mt 16:25). Saint Augustine associates this 

Beatitude with the Spirit’s Gift of Counsel, by which we 

judge rightly about what’s to be done. In particular, Counsel 

helps us to discern how to reply to suffering, and therefore 

how to console and show mercy to others. 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 4TH JUNE 2022  

SATURDAY 4TH JUNE MASS AT 6.00PM  COPELAND FAMILY 

AND JOHN COPELAND, RIP 

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE MASS AT 11.00AM QUEEN ELIZABETH  II 

MONDAY 6TH JUNE MASS AT 10.00AM   MARY MOTHER 

OF THE CHURCH FOR  THE PROTECTION AND HEALING OF 

OUR FAMILIES 

TUESDAY 7TH JUNE  MASS AT 10.00AM   CAROL DRENNAN 

(INTENTIONS) 

WEDNESDAY 8TH JUNE MASS AT 10.00AM  HOLY SOULS 

THURSDAY 9TH JUNE MASS AT 10..00AM FEAST OF OUR 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE ETERNAL HIGH PRIEST 

BRIAN JEWELL (BIRTHDAY INTENTIONS) 

FRIDAY 10TH JUNE ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND MASS AT 

6.00PM   JOHN AND ANN COCKREL (HEALING) 

SATURDAY 11TH JUNE MASS AT 6.00PM  JEAN WILSON 

(HEALING) 

SUNDAY 12TH  JUNE MASS AT 11.00AM  FOR THE PEOPLE OF 

THE PARISH 

Today we thank God for all the years of astonishing service 

that have been given by Her Majesty from that day of her 

solemn anointing, through times of peace and great sadness, 

suffering and joy. The calmness that she carries always with 

her arises from a soul at peace, rooted in a trust in God and 

inspired by her Christian faith, of which she speaks so 

eloquently and demonstrates so faithfully. God bless Her 

Majesty. May we pray for her always. 



SAINTLY WISDOM:“If they, why not I? If these men and 

women could become saints, why cannot I with the help of Him who 

is all-powerful? (St. Augustine) The saints achieved an excellence 

we  admire, but only God makes saints. In reading about many of the 

saints, they had a root desire for sanctity as their  foundation. But 

they needed the divine touch of grace to  proceed. God’s grace 

sparks our potential and gives us  power to become saints. In June, 

we celebrate the feasts of St. Anthony (6/13), St. Thomas More 

(6/22), and St.  Irenaeus (6/28). The saints, as models of sanctity, can 

aid us on our journey, so here are a few bits of wisdom from our 

June saints. St. Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) initiated a new wave 

of spiritual renewal in Europe because of his passion for souls. 

While a Franciscan at St. Paul’s monastery in Forli, Italy, his elo-

quence and knowledge in preaching was discovered and resulted in 

his preaching throughout central Italy.  St. Francis himself appointed 

St. Anthony to teach theology in the community. Did you know this 

common adage came from St.  Anthony?  “Actions speak louder 

than words; let your words teach and your actions speak.” In our 

evolving journey, he further advised: “Be just as God made you to 

be. Do not go seeking another you.”  In spiritual battle, remember 

these words of St. Anthony: “The devil is afraid of us when we pray 

and make sacrifices. He runs away when we make the Sign of the 

Cross.”  

St. Thomas More (1477-1535) was a layperson and a family man 

happily married with four children. In his lifetime, he served as a 

barrister, member of Parliament, officer of local  government, and 

finally, after 1529, served as lord  chancellor of England. He proved 

that a person living the  daily grind, like you and me, can become a 

saint. More was devoted to the crucified Christ, kneeling and medi-

tating on the Passion on Fridays before a Crucifix. His life ended in 

martyrdom, ordered by King Henry VIII who declared himself head 

of the Church of England after divorcing his wife.  Declining support 

for the King, More declared he was “the King’s good servant—but 

God’s first.”  In our earthly struggles, St. Thomas More offers us 

some consolation with his wise words: “Nothing can come but what 

God allows, and I am very sure that whatever that might be, however 

bad it might seem, it shall indeed be the best,” written to his daugh-

ter Margaret from prison.  Another word of comfort and hope:  

“Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your  anguish; Earth has 

no sorrow that Heaven cannot heal.” St. Irenaeus (130-200) was a 

2nd century Bishop who studied under St. Polycarp, a disciple of St. 

John the evangelist. His name comes from the Greek word for peace, 

and his life was highlighted by peacemaking efforts, even as he bat-

tled  heresy.   As bishop of Lyon, beginning in 178, he promoted 

evangelization and had concern for unity among Christians. 

St. Irenaeus was known for his very deep theological  reflections, as 

well as very practical advice on living the faith. Here are some of his 

beautiful words: “The Church has been planted as a paradise in the 

world.” That is true because, when Jesus arrived, He brought His 

Kingdom to Earth, planting paradise in our hearts.   “God has handed 

down to us the Scriptures to be the ground and pillar of our faith.” 

This is confirmed throughout Psalm 119 that proclaims the greatness 

of God’s Word. “Those who love Thy law have great peace. And 

nothing causes them to stumble.” (Ps. 119: 165) “For the glory of 

God is the living man, and the life of man is the vision of God.” Our 

life is ordered by its end in the beatific vision of our Heavenly Fa-

ther. My God, saint-maker, and source of all grace, I pray for saintly 

wisdom and perseverance in becoming who You made me to be. In 

my journeying, may I be guided by Your  all-powerful Word, and 

always find refuge in my paradise on Earth, Your Church. May I 

glorify You in my living until I bow before Your beatific vision. 

Amen. 

FOOD BANK Thank you to everyone who continues to 

support the food bank through donations of food or money. So 

many people find your donations a lifeline. This week we ask 

for long life milk, pot noodles, tinned pies, meatballs and 

biscuits. Thank you. 

 “THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF SPIRITUAL 

GIFTS, BUT THE SAME SPIRIT” Come Holy Spirit, 

Come! This Sunday we celebrate Pentecost, one of the most im-

portant feast days of the year. Pentecost occurred 50 days after the 

resurrection of Jesus, 10 days after His ascension into heaven. The 

timing of these feasts is also where we get the concept of praying a 

novena, nine days of prayer, because Mary and the Apostles 

prayed “continuously” after the Ascension for nine days leading 

up to Pentecost. With Pentecost, we celebrate the third person of 

the Most Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit, coming upon the Apostles, 

Mary and the first followers of Jesus who were gathered in the 

Upper Room. The priest wears a red chasuble on Pentecost, sym-

bolic of the burning fire of God’s love and the tongues of fire that 

descended on the apostles.  

The Holy Spirit was not given for entertainment purposes, but 

given so that the disciples would receive the gifts and fruits neces-

sary to fulfil the great commission, to preach the Gospel to all na-

tions. Thinking of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, can you name them? 

Can you define them? Often times I hear people confusing Wis-

dom with Knowledge or Understanding. Allow me to share with 

you some words from Pope Francis at his papal audiences in 2014 

when he speaks about each of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Wisdom “is the grace of being able to see everything with the eyes 

of God. It is simply this: it is to see the world, to see situations, 

circumstances, problems, everything through God’s eyes” (Pope 

Francis, April 9, 2014). Understanding “enables us to understand 

things as God understands them, with the mind of God. For one 

can understand a situation with human understanding, with pru-

dence, and this is good. But to understand a situation in depth, as 

God understands it, is the effect of this gift” (Pope Francis, April 

30, 2014). Counsel “is the gift through which the Holy Spirit en-

ables our conscience to make a concrete choice in communion 

with God, according to the logic of Jesus and his Gospel” (Pope 

Francis, May 7, 2014) Fortitude is where “the Holy Spirit liberates 

the soil of our heart, He frees it from sluggishness, from uncer-

tainty and from all the fears that can hinder it, so that the Lord’s 

Word may be put into practice authentically and with joy.  

The gift of fortitude is a true help, it gives us strength, and it also 

frees us from so many obstacles” (Pope Francis, May 14, 2014). 

Knowledge “that comes from the Holy Spirit, however, is not lim-

ited to human knowledge; it is a special gift, which leads us to 

grasp, through creation, the greatness and love of God and His 

profound relationship with every creature” (Pope Francis, May 21, 

2014). Piety “indicates our belonging to God and our profound 

relationship with Him, a bond that gives meaning to our life and 

keeps us sound, in communion with Him, even during the most 

difficult and tormenting moments” (Pope Francis, June 4, 2014). 

Fear of the Lord “is the gift of the Holy Spirit through whom we 

are reminded of how small we are before God and of His love and 

that our good lies in humble, respectful and trusting self-

abandonment into His hands. This is fear of the Lord: abandon-

ment in the goodness of our Father who loves us so much” (Pope 

Francis, June 11, 2014). Please keep us in your prayers and pray 

for an increase of vocations in our country! Come Holy Spirit. 

SUNDAY OBLIGATION The Bishops of England and 

Wales have resolved that, from Pentecost Sunday, 5 June 

2022, the Sunday Mass obligation is no longer impeded. The 

Bishops stress that those who still do not feel safe enough to 

return to Mass should not do so. All other Catholics are sub-

ject to the precept to attend Mass in person on Sundays and 

Holydays of Obligation. Live streaming of Masses has been 

a great benefit to many during the pandemic, and will con-

tinue to be for those genuinely unable to attend Mass. The 

Bishops remind us, however, that watching a live streamed 

Mass does not fulfil the obligation. The full resolution of the 

Bishops’ Conference can be read on the diocesan website. 

DO YOU SPEAK STEWARDSHIP? If you are 

married, I’m guessing that you know the best way to 

break bad news to your spouse, whether you realise 

it or not. Maybe it’s simply that you know not to 

talk about the budget after your wife’s football team 

has lost. Maybe you know your husband will take 

the news that your sister is coming to stay a little 

easier if you tell him over his favourite dinner. We 

do the same thing with our children, our friends, our 

co-workers — we have all learned the language of 

the people we love. The truth is the same in every 

language, but it’s important for us to convey that 

truth graciously. That’s what Pentecost teaches us. 

The gift of being able to speak in tongues afforded 

the Apostles a practical skill to spread the Gospel 

message, but it also served as a powerful symbol of 

the importance of effective communication. Evange-

lization can only happen when you’re speaking in 

words a person is able, ready, and willing to hear. 

Let’s ask ourselves: what is the language we need to 

speak to share the truth with the person who is 

standing in front of us? Is it the language of quality 

time? The language of concern? The language of 

laughter and friendship? The language of authentic-

ity, of plain talk and frankness? The Holy Spirit 

gave the Apostles the ability to speak in tongues, 

and it seems miraculous when we read about it in 

the Gospels — but only consider that we all have 

this same ability, in a certain way. The Holy Spirit 

can and will show us how to speak the truth, if we 

only ask. 

PRESENTATION OF THE DIOCESAN SYNOD RE-

PORT: Bishop Declan invites you to an Evening Liturgy at 

the Cathedral, on 22 June at 7pm, where he will present 
Clifton’s Synod Report to each parish and school. It is hoped 
that at least two people/pupils per parish and school will be 
present to receive the report. However, there are no restric-
tions on numbers to attend. 

THE QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE PARISH BAR-

BEQUE DAY 2022-JUNE 5TH 12.00PM-  A celebra-

tion unlike any other-Parish Barbeque will be held at CTK on 

Sunday 5th June at 12.00pm, 2022. The Queen’s Jubilee is a 

historic milestone that provides an opportunity for people 

throughout the United Kingdom to come together.  With the 

Queen being the first-ever British monarch to mark a Platinum 

Jubilee, We can appreciate and celebrate while looking at some 

of the highlights of her impressive reign. CTK Parish is hold-

ing a Family Fun Day with parish Barbecue in celebration of 

the Queens Platinum Jubilee. The event will run from 12pm to 

4pm with entertainment, children’s entertainers, picnics, BBQ, 

and much more. The event is free to attend and open to all in 

the community. We look forward to welcoming you. 

DONATIONS A big thank you for all your generous do-

nations, which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish 

to transfer to standing order or bank transfer, the Parish 

bank details are: Name: Christ the King Church Ames-

bury: Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 Account Number 

66286638. If you wish to remember the Parish in your 

Will, further information is available from the Parish Of-

fice. 

MANY CONGRATULATIONS TO HER MAJESTY 

QUEEN ELIZABETH II: We wish Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II a happy and glorious Platinum Jubilee weekend. For 

70 years, she has served the UK and the Commonwealth with 

the utmost dignity, steadfastness, and resolve – an example to so 

many throughout her remarkable reign. As we celebrate this 

historic milestone together, and reflect on her decades-long com-

mitment to serving her people, we could not be more proud to 

call her our Queen. Once again, today we give thanks to Her 

Majesty The Queen’s inspirational service to our country and the 

Commonwealth over the past 70 years. Long may she 

reign! God Save The Queen. 

FUNDRAISING TEAM: The May raffle were drawn 

on Sunday 29th. Also, for June, including the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee weekend, we are planning a mega raffle, 

which will include a £25 voucher for a meal at Tandoori 

Nights, Tesco food hamper, box of LEGO and a basket of 

toiletries. Thank you  

CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE MASS: SATUR-
DAY 2 JULY Bishop Declan is celebrating Mass in the Ca-

thedral on Saturday 2 July (12 noon) and is inviting all married 

couples to join him. He will send a personal invitation to those 

couples who are celebrating significant anniversaries during 

2022 or those who will marry during this year. If you 

are celebrating a 10th, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 65th, or 

70th anniversary during 2022 or getting married this year please 

email adult.education@cliftondiocese.com so that a personal 

invitation can be sent out, leaving details of your names, ad-

dress, and the number of years you are both celebrating. 

SUDDENLY, QUIETLY, PENTECOST By way of encour-

agement, St. Paul wrote to the Christians of Rome: “You are not 

in the flesh; on the contrary, you are in the spirit.” He then com-

pared them to non-believers. “Whoever does not have the Spirit 

of Christ does not belong to him.” By way of admonishment, a 

Beautiful Lady spoke to Christians in and well beyond the vil-

lage of La Salette: “If I want my Son not to abandon you, I am 

obliged to plead with him constantly.” She wept at the prospect 

of hearing him say, “I don’t know those people, they don’t be-

long to me.” The Spirit of God can dwell only where he is wel-

come. Mary’s aim was to prepare hearts to receive him. This is 

essential to our charism. Mary gives us the example of compas-

sion paired with forthrightness, warnings with promises, re-

proaches with tenderness, and tears throughout—whatever it 

takes to touch us. This echoes much of what we find in today’s 

Sequence, a magnificent poetic text composed some eight hun-

dred years ago.  

We invoke the Spirit as “the soul’s most welcome guest;” he 

is “grateful coolness in the heat,” but we also ask him to 

“melt the frozen, warm the chill.” In this same context we 

pray: “Bend the stubborn heart and will;... Guide the steps 

that go astray.” The Spirit was surely empowering the 

Blessed Virgin to accomplish these things at La Salette. Our 

need of the Spirit is forcefully expressed: “Where you are 

not, we have naught.”  

This aptly sums up the second reading. In Acts the Spirit is de-

scribed in wind and fire, evoking the creation of the universe in 

Genesis 1. John, on the other hand, tells how Jesus breathed on 

the Apostles, closer to the creation of man in Genesis 2, where 

God “formed the man out of the dust of the ground and blew 

into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 

being.” The first is more dynamic, the other more intimate (in 

keeping with Jesus’ words, “Peace be with you” and the experi-

ence some have had of “resting” in the Spirit). Both offer life. 

However the Spirit comes to us, let us welcome him and place 

ourselves at his service. 


