
 

WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER--YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT:  This time of  the year is 

always very exciting. During the Easter Season we celebrate so many moments of God’s grace entering our lives.  This 

time of the year many churches celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy Communion in their parishes. 

Come and pray for our young people as they receive a fresh outpouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit on July 5th at St 

Osmunds and the First Communion of our candidates will be celebrated on Sunday June 19th at CTK. Usually, this is also 

the time to celebrate the priesthood and diaconate. This year we do not have any priestly ordinations for the Diocese of 

Clifton. It is the first time in some years. In last Sunday’s Gospel we had the image of the Good Shepherd. How much 

more we need to pray for the Lord to send us workers in the vineyard – ministers after the heart of Jesus. There are not 

only less priests these days – there are even far fewer marriages in the past twenty to thirty years in the Church. It is no 

surprise that as people are less connected to Faith and the Church that there would be less vocations of ministry such as 

marriage and the priesthood. In the Acts of the Apostles this Sunday, in chapter 14, we hear about Paul and Barnabas’ 

work of spreading the Gospel in Antioch and the surrounding regions. This line from the passage struck me: “They 

strengthened the spirits of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the faith, saying, ‘It is necessary for us to 

undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.’” Paul and Barnabas met great difficulties in their journeys in 

spreading the Gospel. It was certainly not easy for them to bring people to Christ. It was hard work. It was difficult. There 

were persecutions. There were misunderstandings. Why would it be any different two thousand years later? We must roll 

up our sleeves and be prepared to do the hard work of evangelization. It is not easy to do God’s work of spreading the 

Good News of the Resurrection. Who wants to join us in this hard work? It means we must go out of our comfort zone. 

Church is not some place we go just to spectate. We are all active in the work of welcoming people into a journey of faith 

and walking with them. Let’s come to the Lord to receive strengthened spirits so that we can persevere in the faith. 

Last Sunday the parish celebrated the May Crowning at the 11:00 a.m. liturgy. The theology of placing a crown over the  

head of the statue of Our Lady communicates Mary’s role in God’s plan of salvation in an authentic way. The experience 

generates a vision of Mary as a member of a family who lived through the unexpected challenges that were placed before 

her.   

As the Church celebrates the 5th Sunday of the Easter Season, John’s Gospel brings forth Jesus’ commandment of love: 

“As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” John 13: 34-35. It is in the Eucharist that we know Christ’s presence is always with us. Have a 

good weekend; at liturgy on Sunday you will hear these words from John’s Gospel,  “Love others as I have loved you.” 

Ponder some of the struggles or difficulties you may have to live out those words. BE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he has 

shown his deliverance, alleluia. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: I will bless your name for ever, O God my King.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said: ʻI give you a new commandment: love one another, just as I have loved you.ʼ 

Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in 

him, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia. 

POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR MAY: Faith-Filled Young People-We pray for all young people, called to live life to the 

fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and 

the dedication to service. 

“One day through the Rosary and the Scapular I will save the world.” -Blessed Virgin Mary to St. 

Dominic 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to 

extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors 

attending public Mass. Whether you are just passing through or 

looking for a spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King 

inviting and spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a 

regular basis, we encourage you to register with the parish. Please 

call our parish office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we 

hope you enjoy your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always 

open to you, your family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all 

good)  

STEWARDSHIP ~ A WAY OF LIFE “I give you a new 

commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you 

also should love one another." (JOHN 13:34) We continue to 

hear about Paul and Barnabas in the first reading this Sunday. 

As stewards of the faith, they traveled near and far to spread 

God’s Word, encountering both violent rejection and joyful 

acceptance of the message that they preached. However, we 

need not sail to Antioch or Pisidia to be evangelizers! We can 

spread God’s Word today by using our gifts in service to the 

wider community, beginning with our own hometown and 

parish. Jesus could not have been any more direct in this 

Gospel reading when He tells us to love one another. As 

simple as this sounds, this is no easy task. This week, try to 

show more love and respect to those close to you and ask God 

to help you love those who are not easy to love. Pray that as 

loving stewards we can strive to choose wisely, act justly and 

hold to what is best for the good of all. In today’s Gospel 

Jesus makes a bold and clear statement to his disciples. “I give 

you a new commandment: “Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how 

all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another.” We are called to love others as a sign of our 

discipleship in Jesus Christ. That includes even those “others” 

we might prefer to forget. It is easy to love someone when 

they love you back. But it takes Stewardship to have the 

strength and courage to love someone when we feel 

unappreciated, used or feel our opinion doesn’t matter. We are 

so often tempted to draw lines between those who we will 

love and those who we consider not worthy of our love. This 

week take time to reflect on Jesus’ love command. How often 

do we heed Jesus’ love command? What change in our lives 

must take place in order for us to obey this command? Our 

prayer as Christian Stewards is to have the courage to love 

someone that we don’t like, don’t know and who doesn’t look 

like us. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: First Holy Communion is a 

wonderful moment in a child’s life and represents a sign of 

growth in the knowledge and love of God for each and every 

child. Parents who bring their child or children for First Holy 

Communion are fulfilling the vow they made publicly at their 

child’s baptism some years before to be the “first and best 

teachers of their child in the ways of faith”. Now they are 

more actively fulfilling this vow. The celebration of First 

Holy Communion each year is primarily a Parish Community 

Celebration. There is great expectation that the family are full 

practising members of the community and that they regularly 

come to Mass. On this understanding, the parish will provide 

all the necessary help to parents and children, particularly 

those children not attending Catholic schools. The support 

from parents for this and other elements of the course cannot 

be emphasised enough. No child will be denied First Holy 

Communion; however, children who miss two or at most three 

sessions will have missed key catechesis. In such cases and 

after discussion with catechists and parents, the parish priest 

may remove a child from the course and invite parents to 

reapply for the following year. Sports events, parties and other 

such competing attractions must come second to First Holy 

Communion preparation and the regular attendance of Mass 

during the First Holy Communion year.  First Communion 

Class Schedule: Sunday 15th May at 12.30pm Sunday 29th 

May at 12.30pm Sunday 12th June at 12.30pm First Holy 

Communion Mass on Sunday 19th June at 11.00am 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER contains inspiring but 

challenging messages for us Christian stewards. The Gospel of John 

includes this well-known verse: “My children, I give you a new 

commandment: love one another.” What a succinct description of a 

stewardship way of life: “love one another as I have loved you.” It 

sounds so simple. But simple does not necessarily mean easy. We 

must look at the context in which Jesus makes this statement. It’s 

the Last Supper. Judas has just stepped out discreetly to turn Jesus 

over to the authorities who will have Him bound, tortured, and 

crucified. So exactly how does Jesus call us to love? As He Himself 

loved! Jesus loved (and loves) by serving us and by making a 

sacrifice of His very life for us. No wonder we find Paul and 

Barnabas “strengthening” and “exhorting” the early disciples by 

saying, “it is necessary for us to undergo many hardships to enter 

the kingdom of God.” Notice they don’t say “one or two” hardships 

or even “the occasional hardship”. They say “many” hardships. It 

should not surprise us when we encounter challenges as we embrace 

stewardship as a way of life. If it’s demanding, we should take heart 

because it means we are doing it right! Living a life of service and 

self-sacrifice is not easy because it requires us to continuously fight 

against our selfish inclinations. But the more we empty ourself of 

“self” by serving others, the more room we make in our heart for 

God to pour His grace into us. Amazingly, the more we give our life 

away to others, the more He fills us up with Himself who is love 

itself. And amid those inevitable challenging moments this kind of 

life entails, we can be assured the Lord who loves us so much that 

He died for us and established the Eucharist to be our strength and 

nourishment, is right here with us every step of the way. Consider 

these words from the Book of Revelation: “Behold, God’s dwelling 

is with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his 

people and God himself will always be with them as their God. He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more 

death or mourning or pain, for the old order has passed away. 

Behold, I make all things new.” As we face the hardships that come 

with living as Christian stewards, we can continue to rejoice in the 

wonder of the Resurrection this Easter season, finding great joy in 

following in Jesus’ footsteps and in loving as He loves. 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 14TH MAY 2022  

SATURDAY 14TH MAY MASS AT 6.00PM  FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

SUNDAY 15TH MAY MASS AT 11.00AM GAY TARRANT 

(INTENTIONS) 

MONDAY 16TH  MAY MORNING PRAYER AT 10.00AM   

AND  ROSARY 10.15.AM 

TUESDAY 17TH MAY  MORNING PRAYER AT 10.00AM   

AND  ROSARY 10.15.AM 

WEDNESDAY 18TH MAY MORNING PRAYER AT 10.00AM   

AND  ROSARY 10.15.AM 

THURSDAY 19TH MAY MORNING PRAYER AT 10.00AM   

AND  ROSARY 10.15.AM 

FRIDAY 20TH MAY  ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND MASS 

AT 6.00PM  



LOVE’S CHANGING LANDSCAPE In the Gospel, Jesus 

gives us the Great Commandment: “Love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you also should love one another.” Like the 

disciples, we should love each other as Jesus loves us. We 

know, however, that it is not easy to practice this love in our 

daily lives. If we want to practise true love, then we must also 

practise true faith. Sometimes God disturbs our equilibrium 

and, through difficult situations, pushes us to have more faith 

in Him. We experience trials because God wants our faith and 

love to become deeper and more dynamic. Peter is a good ex-

ample. He thought that he loved Jesus, but when trials came, 

he denied Jesus three times. Yet, this denial was a happy fault 

through which Peter discovered Christ’s love and forgiveness, 

which enabled Peter to love the Lord in truth—the truth about 

Peter’s own weakness. Similarly, when a wife loves her hus-

band and when she forgives him when he does something 

wrong, and when a husband sees that his wife forgives him, 

their love can become even deeper and intense. God permits 

difficulties, wounds, misunderstandings and other trials in our 

lives with the hope that they will deepen our faith in Him and 

our charity toward others. A year ago each of us believed and 

loved but with a different intensity. When we were children, 

we loved and believed differently. And when we arrive at the 

autumn of life, our love and faith will still look different than 

they do now because they will have been forged in the fire of 

God’s purifying love. 

LOVE??? Today’s very short gospel reading has a lot 

packed into very few words. It starts out with what I think is a 

very confusing bunch of statements about God being glorified 

and glorifying Jesus. Some scholars think these words come 

from an ancient Christian hymn that really says that Jesus glo-

rified God in his life and that Jesus and the Father will be glo-

rified in his suffering, death and resurrection. It appears this 

exchange is happening after Judas left the Last Supper to go 

and betray Jesus. Setting the complicated stuff aside, we then 

hear Jesus’ beautiful words about love. It starts out as a com-

mand, not a suggestion.  

The command is simple. Love one another. Then he goes on to 

tell the disciples how to do it. Their love for each other must 

be the kind of love Jesus has shown them in his life, and will 

show them in his death. I’m not sure there’s a more confusing 

word in the English language. Love. What does it really 

mean? In the ancient languages there were multiple words 

used to express it, from the passionate love of two lovers for 

each other to the love of family members. Then there’s the 

love that members of the same community or group have for 

each other, a love that shows itself in mutual support and shar-

ing.  

In Matthew’s gospel we even hear of Jesus saying we should 

love our enemies, those who hate us. Is it possible that love is 

much more than just a warm feeling we have for another per-

son? Is it possible that love is more than a feeling at all? Could 

it be that love is really a gift from the risen Christ to the 

Church that is meant to be passed on by those of us who claim 

to belong to him? Might it be that love is a decision we are 

called to make, each of us in our own lives, as we live our 

lives in the Risen Lord and as we encounter God’s people 

along the way. Might love cause us joy? Might it cause us pain 

or loss? Look where the decision to love took Jesus. First to 

the cross and then to glory in his Resurrection. Like I said, it’s 

a confusing word. 

“MY GOD AND KING; I WILL BLESS YOUR 
NAME FOREVER AND EVER” Happy Easter! Just a 

friendly reminder we are still in the Easter Season until June 

6 this year. As we continue to celebrate the joy of the resur-

rection of Christ, we are reminded of the obstacles we face 

in a fallen world. Lately in the news, there has been a lot of 

chatter regarding the U.S. Supreme Court case Dobbs v. 

Jackson Women's Health Organisation and how this decision 

could impact the fate of millions of children and their moth-

ers. Allow me to share with you some words from the Cate-

chism of the Catholic Church (CCC) and Scripture as we 

seek to respect all human life, from conception to natural 

death.  “Human life must be respected and protected abso-

lutely from the moment of conception” (CCC 2270).  

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 

you were born I consecrated you” (Jeremiah 1:5a).  “My 

frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in 

secret, intricately wrought in the depths of the earth” (Psalm 

139:15)  “Those whose lives are diminished or weakened 

deserve special respect. Sick or handicapped persons should 

be helped to lead lives as normal as possible” (CC 2276) 

.  “Everyone is responsible for his life before God who has 

given it to him. It is God who remains the sovereign Master 

of life. We are obliged to accept life gratefully and preserve 

it for his honour and the salvation of our souls. We are stew-

ards, not owners, of the life God has entrusted to us. It is not 

ours to dispose of” (CCC 2280). Pope Francis has said in his 

2018 Apostolic Exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate (Rejoice 

and Be Glad), that our care for others should not be based 

solely on one ethical issue, “Our defence of the innocent 

unborn, for example, needs to be clear, firm and passionate, 

for at stake is the dignity of a human life, which is always 

sacred and demands love for each person, regardless of his 

or her stage of development. Equally sacred, however, are 

the lives of the poor, those already born, the destitute, the 

abandoned and the underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm 

and elderly exposed to covert euthanasia, the victims of hu-

man trafficking, new forms of slavery, and every form of 

rejection” (no. 101).  

As we speak about issues, we are to help each other encoun-

ter the compassion, mercy and love of God. Accompanying 

people in their journey, although at times difficult, is a way 

that we can show a compassionate response, which differs 

from imposing a law upon a person. Remember that as Jesus 

came and dwelt among us, which was not pretty, luxurious, 

nor of great comfort, we too are asked to witness to the love 

of Christ by being present for others and showing the love 

that Christ has revealed. May we continue to pray for our 

country, the world and those who are suffering. I invite you 

to continue to pray for women, especially for pregnant moth-

ers, that they may see how they can cooperate in a wonderful 

way with God. A Prayer for Pregnant Mothers O Blessed 

Mother, you received the good news of the incarnation of 

Christ, your Son, with faith and trust. Grant your protection 

to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties. Guide us as we 

strive to make our parish communities places of welcome 

and assistance for mothers in need. Help us become instru-

ments of God’s love and compassion. Mary, Mother of the 

Church, graciously help us build a culture of life and a civili-

zation of love, together with all people of good will, to the 

praise and glory of God, the Creator and lover of life. Amen. 

RETURNING TO MASS AT PENTECOST: AN 
INVITATION FROM THE BISHOPS OF ENGLAND AND 

WALES-This is the bread come down from heaven (John 6:58) A 

beautiful hallmark of the Catholic faith is the profound de-

sire to participate in the Holy Mass and share in the Eucha-

rist. We do so with deep gratitude and joy. The Eucharist 

gives the Church her identity – “The Eucharist makes the 

Church, and the Church makes the Eucharist.” It enables us 

to worship Almighty God, to support each other on our 

journey of faith, and to be a visible sign of faith in the 

world. This hallmark is supported and strengthened by the 

precept that our fundamental Christian duty is to worship 

God by participating in the celebration of Mass. Attending 

Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is the greatest of all privi-

leges, sometimes referred to as “the Sunday Obligation.” 

Since the beginning of the Covid pandemic, until the pre-

sent time, we have shared with you our judgment that the 

situation of the last two years has meant that the Sunday 

Obligation has been impeded and has needed to be fulfilled 

in other ways. We thank God that this situation has now 

changed. The pressing challenges of the pandemic have 

lessened significantly. Most people have resumed the wide 

range of normal activities, no longer restricted by the previ-

ous Covid measures. We therefore believe that the reasons 

which have prevented Catholics from attending Mass on 

Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation no longer apply. We 

understand there will still be some members of our congre-

gations who, for reasons of health, do not feel safe enough 

to return to Mass. It has always been the understanding of 

the Church that when the freedom of any Catholic to attend 

Mass in person is impeded for a serious reason, because of 

situations such as ill health, care for the sick or legitimate 

fear, this is not a breach of the Sunday Obligation. 

Our Catholic people and parishes have benefitted during 

these difficult times from the online streaming of Mass and 

other services. “Virtual viewing” of Mass online does not 

fulfil the Sunday Obligation. It may, however, be a source 

of continual spiritual comfort to those who cannot attend 

Mass in person, for example those who are elderly and sick, 

for whom the obligation does not apply. In this context, we 

recognise gratefully the ministry of those who administer 

Holy Communion to the elderly, sick and housebound. 

We are grateful to our clergy, religious and lay faithful who 

have served our parishes, schools and communities with 

dedication and distinction throughout this pandemic. Now 

we look forward with renewed faith and confidence. In the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Lord’s Supper, the Lord 

Jesus entrusted to us the precious gift of Himself. With hu-

mility, we glory in being a Eucharistic people for whom 

attendance at Mass is essential. Looking forward to the 

forthcoming feast of Pentecost, we now invite all Catholics 

who have not yet done so to return to attending Mass in per-

son. 

As the Church needs the witness of the presence of each 

person, so too each believer needs to journey in faith and 

worship with their fellow disciples. Nourished by our en-

counter with the Risen Lord Jesus, fed with His Word and 

His Body and Blood in Holy Communion, and supported by 

the presence of each other, we receive strength week by 

week, to serve the Lord and glorify Him with our lives. Ap-

proved by the Plenary Assembly of the Bishops’ Confer-

ence-Friday 6th May 2022 

 

THE QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE PARISH BAR-

BEQUE DAY 2022-JUNE 5TH 12.00PM-  A celebra-

tion unlike any other-Parish Barbeque will be held at CTK on 

Sunday 5th June at 12.00pm, 2022. The Queen’s Jubilee is a 

historic milestone that provides an opportunity for people 

throughout the United Kingdom to come together.  With the 

Queen being the first-ever British monarch to mark a Plati-

num Jubilee, We can appreciate and celebrate while looking 

at some of the highlights of her impressive reign. CTK Parish 

is holding a Family Fun Day with parish Barbecue in celebra-

tion of the Queens Platinum Jubilee. The event will run from 

12pm to 4pm with entertainment, children’s entertainers, pic-

nics, BBQ, and much more. The event is free to attend and 

open to all in the community. We look forward to welcoming 

you. 

DONATIONS A big thank you for all your generous do-

nations, which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish to 

transfer to standing order or bank transfer, the Parish bank 

details are: Name: Christ the King Church Amesbury: 

Natwest Sort Code 52-10-03 Account Number 66286638. 

If you wish to remember the Parish in your Will, further 

information is available from the Parish Office. 

MAY RAFFLE: We will be having raffles as part of our 

ongoing Fund-raising projects. We have a beautiful ham-

per donated by dear parishioners, plus two prizes.  We are 

trying to maximise the donations, by having a really at-

tractive item to pull in the punters. Please support this un-

dertaking. Thank you and God bless you 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND this weekend-14-15th 

May Our second collection this weekend will support the 

Priests’ Training Fund. This fund pays for the priestly for-

mation of men for the Catholic priesthood. There are cur-

rently 58 men studying at Allen Hall seminary, some of 

whom are from our own Diocese, and two men are study-

ing in Rome, also from our Diocese. Last year four men 

who studied at Allen Hall were ordained to the priesthood 

to serve as our future priests. The fund also supports the 

ongoing enrichment and formation of our ordained priests. 

Your gift ensures we can provide training for these men 

responding to Christ’s call to dedicate their lives to serve 

God’s people. Please be as generous as you can. Please 

also pray for vocations and for all our priests. If you do not 

have a donation envelope, plenty are still available at the 

back of the church. Thank you for your generosity. 

FOOD BANK Thank you to everyone who continues to 

support the food bank through donations of food or 

money. So many people find your donations a lifeline. 

This week we ask for Tinned meat/chilli/curry/stew, Jam/

savoury spread, Hot Dogs and Tinned custard. Thank you. 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION FOR THIS WEEK: “I 

give you a new commandment: love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you also should love one an-

other." (John 13:34) “As I have loved you,” this is the hard 

part – Jesus’ love is unconditional; our love usually comes 

with strings attached. It is easy to love someone when they 

love you back. But it takes mercy and compassion to love 

someone when you feel unappreciated, feel used or feel 

like your opinion doesn’t matter. It takes courage and the 

grace of God to “love my neighbour” when they may be 

someone you don’t like, someone you don’t know or 

someone that doesn’t look like you. 


