
 

WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER--YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI:OUR FLIGHT THROUGH THE EASTER SEASON There was once a frog 

who developed a tremendous love for girls aware that no girl would want to touch him or go near him. In desperation 

the frog visits a psychic. The psychic tells the frog, “You are going to meet a beautiful young girl who will want to 

know everything about you.” The frog gets really excited, “This is great! Will I meet her at a party?” “No”, says the 

psychic, “in her biology class.” Disagreement with respect is a necessity in life since it provides a well-rounded 

approach to the way the world is envisioned. As the frog and the psychic saw things from a different angle, 

throughout the Easter Season the church recognises that minted believers maintained different approaches to the way 

followers of Christ would live out his message. Early church communities struggled to make sense out of their faith 

in Resurrection aware that any singular experience of the Risen Christ could not say it all; therefore, an array of 

people passed down unique experiences of the Risen Christ as is communicated in the scriptures. Testimony that 

Jesus was among the living came from Mary Magdalene, the Beloved Disciple, Peter, Thomas, the Gospel writers, 

Paul, and a host of others.  

For 21st century believers it would be more satisfying to have a singular historical report of the Resurrection, 

however, this act of God was so powerful that it could not be captured by a single proclamation. Oral testimony 

circulated as Paul’s letters, the Gospels, and Acts of the Apostles became the primary source for interpreting so much 

about the public life of Jesus and his risen presence as critical questions evolved about the identity and mission of 

Jesus. Other questions that circulated with early believers pertained to his humanity and divinity that led to centuries 

of deliberation which became finalised in the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity. Since Jesus’ resurrection shaped small 

communities, one memorable experience of the Risen Christ is found in this weekend’s Gospel (John 21:1-9) that 

asserts the authenticity of the Resurrection, and offers a glimpse of men set adrift by the sudden loss of a leader. 

Another debate that puzzled many developed over the claim that Jesus was God. If so, how could they affirm the 

belief that there was only one God? Disputes arose within the church as theologians sought to articulate belief in 

Christ in a plausible way as positions varied from those who over emphasized either his divinity or humanity. The 

early church survived these tensions, which gives hope for today in that the church continues to seek greater 

understanding about Jesus, and under Pope Francis has become a church that wishes to hear the voices of church 

goers who take part in the Synod that is underway. The Synod is a call to discernment for the church to listen to each 

other and within the signs of the times to discern all that God is communicating to us at this present age. It also 

maintains respect for those who are not of the faith, disagree with some Catholic teachings, or struggle to believe, 

which is the reason Pope Francis wishes to hear all that is happening in local parishes.  

The Paschal Candle glows before us at liturgy throughout this Easter Season to represent the light of the Risen 

Christ. This week ponder some of the biblical appearance narratives found in the Gospels that are proclaimed at 

liturgy throughout the Easter Season as well as the Letters of Paul and the Acts of the Apostles. Although Jesus may 

never be understood apart from the history of the Jewish people and the promises made by God to them, it is 

refreshing for us to be part of a faith that grasps Christ in a manner whereby believers are open to dialogue and study 

about both the Jesus of History and the Christ of Faith. BE BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING. 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Entrance Antiphon: Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O render him 

glorious praise, alleluia. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us. Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to 

us. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jesus said to his disciples: Come and eat. And he took bread and gave it to them, alleluia 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to 

extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors 

attending public Mass. Whether you are just passing through or 

looking for a spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King 

inviting and spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a 

regular basis, we encourage you to register with the parish. Please 

call our parish office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we 

hope you enjoy your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always 

open to you, your family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all 

good)  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: First Holy Communion is a 

wonderful moment in a child’s life and represents a sign of 

growth in the knowledge and love of God for each and every 

child. Parents who bring their child or children for First Holy 

Communion are fulfilling the vow they made publicly at their 

child’s baptism some years before to be the “first and best 

teachers of their child in the ways of faith”. Now they are 

more actively fulfilling this vow. The celebration of First 

Holy Communion each year is primarily a Parish Community 

Celebration. There is great expectation that the family are full 

practising members of the community and that they regularly 

come to Mass. On this understanding, the parish will provide 

all the necessary help to parents and children, particularly 

those children not attending Catholic schools. The support 

from parents for this and other elements of the course cannot 

be emphasised enough. No child will be denied First Holy 

Communion; however, children who miss two or at most three 

sessions will have missed key catechesis. In such cases and 

after discussion with catechists and parents, the parish priest 

may remove a child from the course and invite parents to 

reapply for the following year. Sports events, parties and other 

such competing attractions must come second to First Holy 

Communion preparation and the regular attendance of Mass 

during the First Holy Communion year.  First Communion 

Class Schedule: Sunday 1st May at 12.30pm Sunday 15th 

May at 12.30pm Sunday 29th May at 12.30pm Sunday 12th 

June at 12.30pm First Holy Communion Mass on Sunday 

19th June at 11.00am 

STEWARDSHIP ~ a Way of Life “Peter was distressed 

that Jesus had said to him a third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he 

said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.’” (JOHN 21:17) All of 

us are challenged to show our love for Jesus and others. Discern 

how God is calling you to be his Steward by using your time in 

prayer, your talent in charitable works and your treasure to assist 

those who in need. Remember that giving is an act of worship 

and helps advance the mission of our parish and greater Church. 

Our prayer as Christian Stewards is to discern how God is calling 

us to use all of our gifts. Today in the first reading, we see the 

apostles put their Faith-in-Action by not surrendering to the 

demands of the Sanhedrin. Despite being warned to stop 

speaking of Jesus and demonstrating their faith, the apostles 

continue to evangelize. By standing tall, along with St. Peter, 

they serve to remind us to obey God rather than man. In today’s 

Gospel, Jesus visits His Apostles on the shore. Jesus came to His 

Apostles after He resurrected from the dead. He met with Peter 

and instructed him to tend His sheep. This Easter season, be 

silent in your prayer and listen to what God is asking of you.  

During this Easter season, show the world that we, too, have 

been raised with Christ. Put your Faith-intoAction by joyfully 

sharing the “Good News” - that Christ is risen, victorious over 

sin and death - with a smile, wherever and whenever you can. 

Let us pray that as models of good stewardship, we accept the 

challenge to stand firm in our faith, evangelizing even when the 

world tells us to be silent. How often do you actually say the 

words “I love you” to Jesus, to family members, or to friends? 

We are made to be in relationship with God and each other. 

Sincerely telling someone that you love them is the best gift you 

can give them because it comes from your heart. You are giving 

them the gift of yourself. We all crave love. Live your 

Stewardship by telling someone you love them every day. 

CHOOSING ORGAN DONATION QUESTION: Are 

Catholics allowed to donate their organs? Answer: Yes, 

Catholics are allowed to donate their organs. In fact, the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church praises this practice when it 

notes that, “Organ donation after death is a noble and meritorious 

act and is to be encouraged as an expression of generous 

solidarity” (no. 2296). The Church has a series of guidelines for 

health care providers called The Ethical and Religious Directives 

for Catholic Health Services. This document helps us see organ 

donation as an act of charity, but it also reminds us that we have 

to be sure that donations of organs by living donors do not 

“sacrifice or seriously impair any essential bodily function and 

the anticipated benefit to the recipient is proportionate to the 

harm to the donor” (no. 30); trained medical professionals can 

help to make this assessment. In the case of organ donation at the 

end of life, we must be sure of the intentions of the donor or of 

their proxy are always respected, and that the dignity of the 

human body is always respected. In the end, we can look to Pope 

Saint John Paul II and his encyclical Evangelium Vitae, where he 

noted that organ donation is a beautiful act of expressing the 

culture of life, when “performed in an ethically acceptable 

manner, with a view to offering a chance of health or even of life 

itself to the sick who sometimes have no other hope” (no. 86). 

FOOD BANK The food bank are receiving more and more 

requests for meals that can be put together using just a kettle 

and a microwave by people living in temporary 

accommodation. They would particularly like, pasta in sauce, 

pot noodles, microwave rice, super noodles or anything else 

you are aware of that just use a kettle or microwave. Thank 

you  

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 30TH APRIL 2022  

SATURDAY 30TH APRIL MASS AT 6.00PM  FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH  

SUNDAY 1ST MAY MASS AT 11.00AM MICHAEL 

KELLY, RIP 

MONDAY 2ND  MAY MASS AT 10.00AM   FOR THE 

SICK AND HOUSE BOUND 

TUESDAY 3RD MAY  MASS AT 10.00AM  MICHAEL 

KELLY, RIP 

WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY MASS AT 10.00AM FOR HOLY 

SOULS 

THURSDAY 5TH MAY MASS AT 10.00AM PARTICK 

MONAGHAN (95TH BIRTHDAY INTENTIONS) 

 FRIDAY 6TH MAY  ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND 

MASS AT 6.00PM ROGER WYNNE (HEALING) 

SATURDAY 7TH MAY MASS AT 6.00PM  NOEL O’ 

NEILL, RIP 

SUNDAY 8TH MAYMASS AT 11.00AM  CAROL 

DRENNAN (INTENTIONS) 



THE QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE PARISH 
BARBEQUE DAY 2022-JUNE 6TH 12.00PM-  A 

celebration unlike any other-Parish Barbeque will be held at 

CTK on 6th June at 12.00pm, 2022. The Queen’s Jubilee is a 

historic milestone that provides an opportunity for people 

throughout the United Kingdom to come together.  With the 

Queen being the first-ever British monarch to mark a Platinum 

Jubilee, We can appreciate and celebrate while looking at 

some of the highlights of her impressive reign. CTK Parish is 

holding a Family Fun Day with parish Barbecue in celebration 

of the Queens Platinum Jubilee. The event will run from 12pm 

to 4pm with entertainment, children’s entertainers, picnics, 

BBQ, and much more. The event is free to attend and open to 

all in the community. We look forward to welcoming you. 

LOVE AND WITNESS There are countries where it is a 

crime to try to win converts to Christianity. But in other parts 

of the world, maybe even close to home, we may hear echoes 

of the high priest’s words in the first reading: “We gave you 

strict orders to stop teaching in that name!” Such was the case 

in large areas of France at the time of the Apparition of Our 

Lady of La Salette. In fact, the situation deteriorated to the 

point that religious orders, including the Missionaries of La 

Salette, were obliged around the year 1900 to relocate to other 

countries in order to survive. Like the Apostles, who “left the 

presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they had been found 

worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name,” we too 

can rejoice in that persecution, which led to the growth of the 

Congregation and the dissemination of the La Salette message 

and charism. Peter and the others were witnesses, called to 

share what they had seen and heard, regardless of opposition. 

Ideally, the same should be said of all believers today. But 

where do we get the strength? The answer is in today’s Gos-

pel. Look at Peter’s reaction when the other disciple said, “It is 

the Lord!” His heart was so full of love for Jesus that he 

couldn’t even wait for the boat to get to shore. Shortly after 

that, the Lord asked him three times, “Do you love me?” Each 

time he answered, “You know that I love you” and Jesus com-

manded him to feed his flock. Never again would Peter hesi-

tate to acknowledge or proclaim Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

Apply that scene to yourself. When you profess your love for 

Jesus, how does he reply? What does he expect of you? In one 

way or another it will involve some kind of witness, if only by 

full and faithful participation in the life of the Church. This is 

the minimum the Beautiful Lady asks of us. The second read-

ing describes a sort of liturgy, different in form from ours, but 

expressing the same desire: “To the one who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory and might, forever 

and ever.” In our worship and in our life, let that be our aim. 

DONATIONS A big thank you for all your generous dona-

tions, which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish to trans-

fer to standing order or bank transfer, the Parish bank details 

are: Name: Christ the King Church Amesbury: Natwest Sort 

Code 52-10-03 Account Number 66286638. If you wish to 

remember the Parish in your Will, further information is avail-

able from the Parish Office. 
“The Most Holy Virgin in these last times in which we live has 

given a new efficacy to the recitation of the Rosary to such an 

extent that there is no problem, no matter how difficult it is, 

whether temporal or above all spiritual, in the personal life of 

each one of us, of our families…that cannot be solved by the Ro-

sary. There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it is, 

that we cannot resolve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary.” -Sister 
Lucia dos Santos of Fatima 

CTK PASTORAL TEAM NEWS:The church, hall, kitchen 

and bathrooms will get their monthly sparkle when The Gleam 

Team do their work on Thursday May 5th, after morning Mass. 

Extra helpers are always welcome. The Facilities 

Team reports that the estimate for repairs to the roof and the 

damp in the walls has been sent to Diocese HQ for approval. 

Any expense over £5,000 requires permission.The Liturgy 

Team celebrates the return of music to week-end Masses, the 

new altar servers who are developing their skill and the new 

lectors who share responsibility for reading at Mass. Coffee, 

tea, cake and biscuits attract many after 11am Mass every Sun-

day, but the Hospitality Team invites everyone to join in, par-

ticularly newcomers or visitors. Health & Safety Team are 

making good progress finding donations for an AED at the 

church and will have a raffle to be drawn at Pentecost / Queen's 

Jubilee week-end. Fundraising Team reminds everyone about 

the collection box for Mary's Meals in the entryway. CTK is a 

regular contributor to Mary's Meals, which supplies much 

needed food to children worldwide. Why not empty your loose 

change into the box as you pass by? DEFIBRILLATOR We, 

as a parish are in the process of installing a Defibrillator.  Some of 

our parishioners have offered to contribute more than the £10 that 

we suggested so we should be in great shape to move forward. 

When the contract and money have been processed through the 

NHS admin system (a few days), they put the AED on order. It 

may be in stock for immediate delivery or could take up to 8 

weeks. They deliver the AED and its cabinet to us and it is our 

responsibility to fix it to the wall somewhere. The 4-year contract 

term begins on that delivery date. They set up a date for training 

on the use of the AED, that may not be for a few weeks, but we 

can arrange our own local training if we wish.Thank you very 

much for your contributions so far. God bless you! 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENTS:  In today’s Gospel, the risen 

Jesus feeds both the spiritual and physical needs of his apostles. 

As good stewards of God’s love, we are called to follow the 

risen Christ; we are called to fill the needs of the hungry and 

thirsty in our midst—both physically and spiritually. How will 

we answer when Jesus asks: “Do you love me?” We love the 

Lord by feeding the hungry in our lives. Think about it: How 

can I show the presence of the Risen Christ to those I encounter 

this week? 

GIFTS IN DISGUISE Have you ever opened a gift and won-

dered what the giver was thinking? I won’t call out any of my 

family or friends here, but sufficient to say, I think we have all 

been the confused recipient of a sweater that wasn't our size or 

a gift card to a store where we don’t shop. But we smiled all the 

same and said how much it meant to us, because we know that 

when it comes to gifts, it’s all about the gesture. Suffering is a 

lot like that — the gift you never asked for, and don’t really 

want to receive. Sometimes we look at suffering and, like the 

apostles who see Jesus as a stranger on the shore, we don’t rec-

ognise it for what it can be. We don’t appreciate the catalyst 

suffering can be for change, for growth, for grace. What was 

the gift that you received in disguise? Was it a relationship that 

confounded and frustrated you? Was it a job that tested your 

spirit? An obstacle that stopped you dead in your tracks? A 

rejection that threatened to break your spirit? If I go back and 

look at the worst gifts I’ve ever got, chances are that I didn’t 

like them because I didn’t know what to do with them — they 

were more fitted for someone else’s interests, someone else’s 

life. It’s the same with suffering. We’re tempted to cast suffer-

ing aside when it comes our way because it doesn’t fit the per-

son we are. Suffering is made to fit the person God knows we 

have the ability, with His grace, to become. Hang onto that suf-

fering. Unlike the misshapen sweater, it really will come in 

handy. 

GIVE JESUS AN OPENING INTO YOUR LIFE: After 

the suffering and death of Jesus, there was a great scattering 

of his disciples. We have accounts of them locking them-

selves in rooms, going back to their own ways of life, walk-

ing with disillusionment down the road of life and simply 

going back to fishing. The accounts of Jesus’ appearance to 

them after his resurrection has him going to find them and 

not the opposite. Jesus wants to be in relationship with them 

and won’t let their betrayal of him stand in the way of that. 

He goes out of his way to find them and let them experience 

him still loving them. In this day and this time of your life, 

are you willing to give Jesus that same opening into you? 

He is seeking you out now. Whatever disillusionment you 

have had with God or in whatever way you perceive that 

you have betrayed God, God wishes to be in relationship to 

you now. In our excerpt from John’s gospel this weekend, 

we have a very personal encounter between Peter and Jesus. 

Peter denied that he even knew Jesus when he needed him 

most. I’m sure we can each imagine the shame and embar-

rassment that we would have or that we have had when we 

acted in the same way. We choose to do things that we 

know are absolutely wrong. We have been given the chance 

to speak about Jesus but we were too embarrassed to do so. 

We’ve been holding a grudge and we know we should for-

give but we have refused. We have so many gifts and talents 

and have refused to share them with others. We all know the 

embarrassment and shame that Peter shared with him. We 

might, like Peter, have gone back to our old way of life like 

Peter did with fishing. But Jesus seeks to interact with us in 

that very place, with all our shame and embarrassment. In-

stead of berating Peter and reminding him of all of his sins, 

Jesus asks a very simple but most important question. Do 

you love me? Just like Peter, when we come face-to-face 

with Jesus our answer will be yes of course. But we will 

also be reminded that we have said that in the past and still 

acted against him or abandoned him.  If you can imagine 

that kind of encounter with Jesus, he will keep asking us 

that most important question until we are able to come to an 

honest place in ourselves. He will keep asking until we go 

below the surface of our automatic responses and get to the 

heart of the matter. Do you love me? If you notice from the 

response of Jesus, the implication of loving him means we 

must be of service to his lambs and sheep. Remember that 

he leaves the 99 to find the one who is wandering. Are we 

willing to live that kind of life? Remember that he tells us to 

go on the journey without money or extra sandals or extra 

clothes and to trust that he will give us what we need. Are 

you willing to live that way? We can all say that we love 

Jesus but are we willing to live the life he calls us to? Fill 

your days of this Easter season with acts of love so that at 

the end of the Easter season it has become a habit that will 

continue all the days of your life. 

Have a good weekend, Sunday’s Gospel from John illus-

trates the scene of Peter jumping into the sea to meet the 

Risen Christ. Give thought to who in your life is worth 

jumping out of a boat to hug. This was Peter’s way of being 

close to the Lord in whatever way he could. 

MAY RAFFLE: We will be having raffles as part of our 

ongoing Fund-raising projects. We have a beautiful ham-

per donated by dear parishioners, plus two prizes.  We 

are trying to maximise the donations, by having a really 

attractive item to pull in the punters. Please support this 

undertaking. Thank you and God bless you 

THE POWER OF... Throughout our lives sooner or later, we 

are all going to be challenged with the mystery of pain and suf-

fering. During this month of May, we turn to Mary, the Mother 

of God, also known to us as Our Lady of Sorrows, and we honor 

her in a special way. She herself reminds us of the power of 

prayer and suffering, and, in light of this, I wish to offer you a 

true story as told by Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen. It is worth our 

attention. Just at the turn of the century, there was a woman mar-

ried in Paris, just a good, ordinary Catholic girl, to an atheist 

doctor, Dr. Felix Leseur. He attempted to break down the faith 

of his wife and she reacted and began studying her faith. In l905, 

she was taken ill and tossed on a bed of constant pain until Au-

gust 1914. When she was dying, she said to her husband, “Felix, 

when I am dead, you will become a Catholic and a Dominican 

priest.” “Elisabeth, you know my sentiments. I’ve sworn hatred 

of God, I shall live in the hatred and I shall die in it.” She re-

peated her words and passed away. She died in her husband’s 

arms at the early age of 47. Rummaging through her papers, 

Felix found her will. She wrote: “In l905, I asked almighty God 

to send me sufficient sufferings to purchase your soul. On the 

day that I die, the price will have been paid. Greater love than 

this no woman has than she who lay down her life for her hus-

band.” Dr. Leseur, the atheist, dismissed her will as the fancies 

of a pious woman. He decided to write a book against Lourdes. 

He went down to Lourdes to write against Our Lady. However, 

as he looked up into the face of the statue of Mary, he received 

the great gift of faith. So total, so complete was it, that he never 

had to go through the process of juxtaposition and say, “how 

will I answer this or that difficulty?” He saw it all. At once. The 

then reigning pontiff was Benedict XV. Then came World War 

I. Hearing of the conversion of Dr. Leseur, Pope Benedict XV 

sent for him. Dr. Leseur went in the company of Fr. Jon Vinnea, 

orator of Notre Dame. Dr. Leseur recounted his conversion and 

said that he wanted to become a Dominican priest. Holy Father 

said, “I forbid you. You must remain in the world and repair the 

harm which you have done.” The Holy Father then talked to Fr. 

Vinnea and then again to Dr. Leseur and said: “I revoke my de-

cision. Whatever Fr. Vinnea tells you to do, you may do.” In the 

year 1924, during Lent, I, Fulton J. Sheen, made my retreat in 

the Dominican monastery in Belgium. Four times each day, and 

45 minutes in length, I made my retreat under the spiritual guid-

ance of Father Felix Leseur of the Order of Preachers, Catholic 

Dominican priest, who told me this story. Note: The cause of 

Elisabeth Leseur’s canonization is proceeding in Rome. Fr. Le-

seur died a priest in 1950. You can read her inspiring diary 

printed by Sophia Institute Press under the title of The Secret 

Diary of Elisabeth Leseur. 

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 
MONTH People with mental problems are our neighbours. 

They are members of our congregations, members of our 

families; they are everywhere in this country. If we ignore 

their cries for help, we will continue to participate in the an-

guish from which those cries for help come. A problem of 

this magnitude will not go away. Because it will not go away, 

and because of our spiritual commitments, we are compelled 

to take action. (Rosalynn Carter). DID YOU KNOW… The 

magnitude of mental illness in this country is staggering. Ac-

cording to a Surgeon, one in every five people experiences a 

mental disorder in any given year and half of the whole popu-

lation has such disorders at some time in their lives. These 

illnesses of the brain affect all of us, regardless of age, gen-

der, economic status or ethnicity. Mental illness affects the 

mind, body and the spirit. It is a real, common and treatable 

illness. Mental illnesses are far more common than cancer, 

diabetes, heart disease or arthritis. Our faith communities can 

be an important part of the recovery process through educa-

tion, support and by helping individuals and families feel part 

of a caring community.  


