
 

WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER-DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY --YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER SAJI:WHAT ARE YOU HIDING BEHIND? God’s mercy is trying to get to us but, 

sometimes, like the apostles, we hide behind locked doors.  Those can be physical locked doors or we can hide in our own 

psychological isolation.  One way or the other, we think we can hide from God and we really can’t.  God pursues us constantly.  He 

leaves behind the 99 and searches the one that is lost.  It might be helpful for us to look at the reasons why we’re hiding so that we 

might have more access to the mercy of God. Since most of the people who were locked in that room had abandoned Jesus, they were 

there out of a combination of embarrassment and guilt as well as fear.  They saw what had happened to Jesus and they had a sense that 

if they followed in the footsteps of Jesus the same thing might happen to them.  When they do experience Jesus’ presence in the locked 

room they have to encounter their own embarrassment about how they treated Him.  Instead of berating them or reminding them of 

their failure, Jesus gifts them with the Holy Spirit.  And he wants them to be able to have the courage to move outside of the locked 

room and follow in His footsteps. Thomas is like many of us.  If we are not there to actually witness something in person we can 

become suspicious especially if it is extraordinary like being raised from the dead.  Imagine that Thomas is like many of the others 

who are trying to figure out exactly what is happening.  They came to know Jesus in their life with Him and had seen his power and 

glory.  They had also witnessed the torture and killing of Jesus.  No wonder somebody like Thomas would need some proof that Jesus 

was actually raised from the dead.  What guts it took for Thomas to actually ask for what he needed to be able to believe. Once 

Thomas asks for what he needs, Jesus gives him exactly that.  Once he gets what he asked for, he has to put up or shut up.  He puts his 

fingers in the wounds in his hand and in his side.  He is able to come to believe.  In the midst of this Easter season, we are given the 

opportunity of many weeks of reflection upon the mystery of Jesus being raised from the dead.  Instead of simply saying the words 

that we do believe, what parts of our unbelief or unfaithfulness to Jesus can we bring into the light of this Easter mystery?  Even 

though we profess to believe in Jesus, what we do need to make the belief stronger and even put the belief into action?  What are some 

of the ways that you’ve always dreamed you would live out your faith in Jesus but your fear has stopped you?  What are the ways that 

you used to deeply love and sacrifice for others and have stopped because you were disappointed or disillusioned?  Will you place 

yourself in the opportunities to have your faith strengthened or will you remain paralyzed in your cynicism or grief or anger?  The 

Easter season is a time for resurrection, coming back from the dead and choosing light instead of darkness.  What will that look like 

for you this week? 

Christ’s resurrection from the dead is not just a miracle to be contemplated, but an event that lays hold of us and draws us into its 

mystery. It reminds us that without Christ in my life, I am in a cold and dark cave, stuck in the confines of my own needs, fears and 

failings. But through His cross and resurrection, the risen Lord has battered down the doors of my isolation, shone his light into my 

darkness, laid hold of my hand, and drawn me into the radiance of his divinity. He does all this today – for you, for me, for our parish, 

for our Church. How blessed are we to know Christ, to have his face to contemplate, his words to hear.  

Sunday’s Gospel brings to light a verbal exchange between The Risen Christ and the Doubting Thomas. Paul Tillioch, the German-

American philosopher and theologian once wrote, “Doubt is not the opposite of faith, it is the element of faith” and that the death/

resurrection cycle of Christianity is characteristic of growth in faith so that the old faith must die, eaten away by doubts, but only so 

that a new and deeper faith may be born. As the Easter Season calls for courage to articulate our faith in the Risen Christ, there are 

countless times that we struggle to believe. However, God works through a multiplicity of people to render healing to those who hurt 

and have experienced the loss of life of loved ones. This weekend at liturgy the apostle Thomas hears those powerful words 

proclaimed in John’s Gospel (John 20:29), “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”  Let us take to heart the reality of 

the Risen Christ who carries us through demanding days and unpredictable times.  How blessed are we who get to say this day, in 

communion with all the blessed and with each other: Christ is risen, Alleluia! He is risen indeed, Alleluia! Have a nice weekend; BE 

BLESSED AND BE A BLESSING. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Entrance Hymn or Entrance Antiphon: Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to God, who has called 

you into the heavenly kingdom, alleluia. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said: ʻYou believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen 

and yet believe.ʼ Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia  
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like to 

extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors 

attending public Mass. Whether you are just passing through or 

looking for a spiritual home, we pray you find Christ the King 

inviting and spiritually uplifting. If you are attending Mass on a 

regular basis, we encourage you to register with the parish. Please 

call our parish office and start the conversation! To our visitors, we 

hope you enjoy your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is always 

open to you, your family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all 

good)  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: First Holy Communion is a 

wonderful moment in a child’s life and represents a sign of 

growth in the knowledge and love of God for each and every 

child. Parents who bring their child or children for First Holy 

Communion are fulfilling the vow they made publicly at their 

child’s baptism some years before to be the “first and best 

teachers of their child in the ways of faith”. Now they are 

more actively fulfilling this vow. The celebration of First 

Holy Communion each year is primarily a Parish Community 

Celebration. There is great expectation that the family are full 

practising members of the community and that they regularly 

come to Mass. On this understanding, the parish will provide 

all the necessary help to parents and children, particularly 

those children not attending Catholic schools. The support 

from parents for this and other elements of the course cannot 

be emphasised enough. No child will be denied First Holy 

Communion; however, children who miss two or at most three 

sessions will have missed key catechesis. In such cases and 

after discussion with catechists and parents, the parish priest 

may remove a child from the course and invite parents to 

reapply for the following year. Sports events, parties and other 

such competing attractions must come second to First Holy 

Communion preparation and the regular attendance of Mass 

during the First Holy Communion year.  First Communion 

Class Schedule: Sunday 1st May at 12.30pm Sunday 15th 

May at 12.30pm Sunday 29th May at 12.30pm Sunday 12th 

June at 12.30pm First Holy Communion Mass on Sunday 

19th June at 11.00am 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - DIVINE MERCY 

SUNDAY- A man fell off a cliff, but managed to grab a tree limb 

on the way down. He cried out for help. “Is anyone up there?” “I am 

here. I am the Lord. Do you believe me?” “Yes, Lord, I believe. I 

really believe, but I can’t hang on much longer.” “That’s all right, if 

you really believe you have nothing to worry about. I will save you. 

Just let go of the branch.” There was a pause in the conversation, 

then the man shouted: “Is anyone else up there?” We really, believe 

the promises of God. But we don’t always trust God. God says that 

he will take care of us, even more so than he does for the birds of 

the air and the lilies of the fields. Yet we worry about what we will 

eat, and what we will wear, and where we will live. We are afraid to 

“let go and let God.” It is fair to say that we have our doubts. To say 

that our chances of going to heaven are “good” is to leave room for 

doubt. Jesus assured us that if we believe in him, have faith in what 

he has done, then we will have eternal life. Yet our response is never 

quite 100 percent positive. Jesus made bold statements about God 

and his kingdom, about sin and righteousness, about loving one’s 

neighbour, which did not leave any room for doubt about what he 

meant. But we tend to hem and haw when asked about what we 

believe. We know what we are supposed to believe. We know how 

we should live our lives. But doubt enters in, and we hesitate to trust 

Jesus. Throughout time we have shaken our finger at Thomas, 

calling him “Doubting Thomas.” Despite all that Thomas 

accomplished as a disciple and later an apostle, that’s what we 

remember most. But we needed Thomas to question the other 

disciples. We needed Thomas to make demands. We needed 

Thomas to doubt. History has not been kind to Thomas. We 

remember him as the one who doubted, not as the fearless disciple 

who encouraged the others to follow Jesus into Jerusalem so that 

“we might die with him.” We remember him as someone who 

needed evidence to believe in the resurrection, rather than as a man 

of character, hand-selected by Jesus, who left everything behind to 

follow the Master. Thomas was there for all people down through 

the ages. People like you and me who could not be there when Jesus 

appeared after the resurrection. Thomas had to have doubts -- for 

our benefit. For us, Thomas had to demand proof. And for us, when 

shown the evidence of the resurrected Christ, Thomas confessed, 

“My Lord and My God.” 

THE ONE WHO LIVES: Scholars generally agree that John, the 

author of the fourth Gospel, also wrote Revelation. In both, Jesus 

often uses the phrase “I am” in a way that is reminiscent of God’s 

words to Moses, which we read not long ago: “I AM WHO AM.” 

We have an example in today’s reading from Revelation: “I am the 

first and the last, the one who lives.” Jesus gives himself important 

names, describing who he is in his very being. He goes on to say 

that he is “alive forever and ever”—an even more emphatic version 

of his words at the Last Supper, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and 

the Life.” Then we read a mysterious saying, “I hold the keys to 

death and the netherworld.” It seems to combine the notions of 

power and judgement, such as we find at La Salette when Mary 

speaks of “the arm of my Son.” The Beautiful Lady’s words are 

subject to various interpretations, but taken in the context of other 

parts of her discourse, such as: “If I want my Son not to abandon 

you,” and “I warned you last year with the potatoes,” it is hard not to 

accept the traditional reading. But today is Divine Mercy Sunday. 

You have seen the image, with rays emanating from Jesus’ heart. In 

our La Salette context we have often noted that the light of the 

Apparition came from the crucifix which Mary bore on her breast. 

The great news she came to deliver comes from that cross. La 

Salette is a merciful apparition. Jesus, the one who lives, breathes on 

us as he did on the Apostles in today’s Gospel. To them and their 

successors he gave special power and judgment to forgive or retain 

sins. To us he gives our charism of reconciliation, which shines 

forth with special brilliance on this day. Forgiveness is the goal, 

freely offered to all who will choose to submit to the divine will and 

change their lives accordingly. It was among the “signs and 

wonders” mentioned in the first reading. We haven’t forgotten the 

doubting Thomas. Let us stand with him and the other Apostles as 

we gratefully and lovingly accept Jesus’ greeting: “Peace be with 

you.” 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 23RD APRIL 2022  

SATURDAY 23RD APRIL MASS AT 6.00PM  FOR THE PEOPLE 

OF THE PARISH  

SUNDAY 24TH APRIL MASS AT 11.00AM SLAV AND MARZENA 

DABROSZ (25TH-WEDDING ANNIVERSARY) 

MONDAY 25TH  APRIL MASS AT 10.00AM   GILL LEWIS 

(INTENTIONS) 

TUESDAY 26TH APRIL MASS AT 10.00AM  FOR ALL OUR SICK 

FAMILY MEMBERS AND PARISHIONERS 

WEDNESDAY 20TH APRIL MASS AT 10.00AM FOR ROSS AND 

EMILY 

THURSDAY 27TH APRIL MASS AT 10.00AM  CAROL DRENNAN 

(INTENTIONS) 

FRIDAY 28TH APRIL  ADORATION AT 5.00PM AND MASS AT 

6.00PM NEIL MULUIHIL, RIP 

SATURDAY 29TH APRIL MASS AT 6.00PM  FOR THE PEOPLE 

OF THE PARISH 

SUNDAY 30TH APRIL MASS AT 11.00AM  MICHAEL 

KELLY, RIP 



DEAR PARISHIONERS, During the Nazi blitz of the 1940’s 

there were certain sites in England that endured more than their 

share of the destruction. Certainly, London knew the wail of the air 

raid sirens, calling civilians to shelter in the dark and dank Under-

ground. Another site that became iconic of the devastation was the 

small cathedral city of Coventry. Coventry was a natural target for 

the bombings that took place in the fall of 1940. Like much of the 

industrial West Midlands, Coventry contained metal-working indus-

tries that produced cars, bicycles, airplane engines, and munitions. 

The German Luftwaffe considered the city a legitimate target for 

aerial bombing, but the actual result shocked the world. The raid that 

began on the evening of 14 November 1940 was the most severe to 

hit Coventry during the war. It was carried out by 515 German 

bombers, in an attack intended to destroy Coventry's industrial infra-

structure, although it was clear that damage to the rest of the city, 

including monuments and residential areas, would be considerable. 

Around 8:00 p.m. Coventry’s Cathedral of St. Michael, was set afire 

by incendiary bombs. Volunteer firefighters fought to contain the 

fire but other direct hits followed and soon the cathedral and the en-

tire city center was in flames, beyond hope. In that one night more 

than 4300 homes were destroyed, and two-thirds of the city’s build-

ings were damaged. Coventry Cathedral was completely destroyed. 

A new cathedral was soon planned as part of the post-war recovery. 

The architect engaged for the project, Basil Spence, proposed some-

thing quite startling. His design, instead of rebuilding the cathedral 

to its original state or removing the debris and starting anew, was to 

retain the bombed-out ruins, principally the 295’ tower and fire-

blacked outline of the apse behind the sanctuary, and to have his new 

cathedral rise from the ruins. He wanted the ruins to be preserved 

and dedicated as a garden of remembrance, and so he incorporated 

them into his modern design.  

I think of Coventry Cathedral on the Second Sunday of the Easter 

Season, this Octave day, when we read in the gospel of that post-

resurrection appearance of Jesus when he shows his disciples his 

hands and feet, his pierced side. He shows them his scars - the signs 

of our cruelty, our jealousy, our betrayal. But in his resurrection, 

Jesus makes them something more – they become signs of his love 

for us. He redefines the scars – no longer an indictment of our sinful-

ness, but an affirmation of his forgiveness and redeeming mercy. 

The resurrection did not erase the scars of the crucifixion. In fact, 

after the resurrection Jesus is recognised because he shows the disci-

ples his hands and his side. His resurrection does not deny the past, 

does not erase sin – but it transforms our sin into the moment of his 

mercy. The scars are signs of his love, of the great price of our re-

demption. Scars are a part of life for all of us. Scars tell us that what-

ever might have happened, we can recover; we can go on. Scars can 

also be evidence of healing, becoming in their own way reason for 

hope. But scars also tell us that things won’t be the same again – we 

can’t go back to where we were before – we can’t pretend that the 

harm didn’t happen. We carry the scar as a reminder that. Life does 

go on – even with its imperfections, its baggage. We learn that we 

can and must live in this imperfect, this scarred condition. We don’t 

necessarily brag about the scars we carry – but we need not be ob-

sessively ashamed of them – and we certainly shouldn’t dwell on 

them – that does no good. We go on. Coventry Cathedral still retains 

the scars of November 14, 1940. Many of us might have simply bull-

dozed the charred stones, obliterating any sign of destruction. But 

Spence’s design is truly moving, a tribute in stone and glass to the 

invincibility of the human spirit – to suffer the violence yet still en-

dure as a sign of faith and healing. For the exterior wall of the nave, 

the first feature of the new cathedral that the visitor sees, Spence 

commissioned a towering sculpture of Michael defeating Satan, 

good over evil. Jesus’ scars show, as does Basil Spence’s Cathedral 

of St. Michael in Coventry, that suffering is real, violence and de-

struction can be inflicted on the innocent, but that life can be 

stronger, overcoming even death & cruelty. We, in our own lives, 

encountering sin in whatever form, must be witnesses of that – wit-

nesses of the risen Jesus. 

BE IMMERSED IN HIS DIVINE MERCY On April 30, 

2000, at the Canonization of Sr. Faustina Kowalska, Pope John 

Paul II officially designated the second Sunday of Easter as the 

Sunday of the Divine Mercy for the universal Church. When St. 

Pope John Paul II declared that the Divine Mercy of Christ should 

be celebrated on the Second Sunday of Easter, he was following 

the instructions that Jesus had given to Sr. Faustina: I want the 

image solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter, and I 

want it to be venerated publicly so that every soul may know about 

it.— Jesus' words, Diary 341. And: Paint an image according to 

the pattern you see, with the signature: "Jesus, I trust in You" (in 

Polish: "Jezu, ufam Tobie"). I desire that this image be venerated, 

first in your chapel, and then throughout the world. I promise that 

the soul that will venerate this image will not perish. — Jesus' 

words, Diary 47 -48.  

The feast of Divine Mercy is not something new to the Church, but 

a renewal of the celebration of the Divine Mercy of God which is 

both ancient and biblical. Every Sunday of Easter since the Coun-

cil of Trent and probably long before, the Gospel reading for the 

Second Sunday Easter has been story of Doubting Thomas thrust-

ing his hand into the side of Jesus (Jn 20:19-31), when we hear the 

story of Thomas and Jesus’ first encounter after the Resurrection. 

This year, for the first time, I have wondered if what Thomas saw 

when he so rudely thrust his hand into Our Lord’s side was some-

thing like the vision that St. Faustina saw. When he thrust in his 

hand did he have an overwhelming feeling of the love and mercy 

of Jesus? Did he see those rays of white and red light emanating 

for his Saviour’s wound? It also struck me as I looked at the image 

of Divine Mercy to write this article, that Jesus told Sr. Faustina to 

have written on it “Jesus I trust in you” not “Trust me.” Despite 

having read this before numerous times it struck me that what Je-

sus actually says is for US to say to Him, “Jesus, I trust in you.” I 

know that I need to cooperate with what Jesus has done for me; 

that I need to do my part; that I need to turn to him and ask him for 

what I need. But how often do I really do that? Not enough! Jesus 

knows what I need to say to him and that I am not turning to him 

and say, “I trust you.” This message isn’t just for Sr. Faustina or 

just for me, it is for all mankind! And so he condescends to us and 

gives to a simple Polish nun the remedy that we need – Trust Je-

sus! Everyone who looks at this painting sees the mercy of God, 

and sees the words to start a dialogue with him, “Jesus, I trust in 

you!” How much more simple could he have made it for us? Was-

n't it enough that he died for us? That he atoned for all of our sins 

and opened up the gates of heaven for us? He offers us salvation 

again and again and again and still he reached out his hand to us 

and puts the words in our mouth “Jesus, I trust in you.” Oh, how 

he loves us!  

He asked us to trust him. It's what he asked of Adam and Eve in 

the Garden but they didn't trust him. Yet he provided for their sal-

vation by promising them a saviour. Not the son of Eve, but the 

son of the new Eve, Mary our mother. Trust is what he asked of 

Noah. Noah built the ark but fell short. God asked Abraham to 

trust him, when he told him to take Isaac up to the top of Mount 

Moriah and sacrifice him. Abraham trusted him and he was re-

warded with the survival of his son. He asked Moses to trust him 

when he was leading the Israelites out of slavery to the promised 

land. Moses trusted God, but Moses fell too. And the stories go on 

and on in the Bible and in our lives today. God asks for our trust in 

him and despite the fact we fail him time and time again when we 

turn to him and say, “Jesus I trust in you,” he will save us, he of-

fers his mercy and he will redeem us. So I ask you brothers and 

sisters to remember that Jesus loves you. Despite the trials and 

errors and suffering that you might have in your life here on earth 

as long as you trust in God and turn to him and say to him “Jesus I 

trust in you,” he will listen to you; he will save you and he will 

welcome you to the heavenly Kingdom when your time here on 

earth is done. Happy Easter, He is Risen! Alleluia! Amen! 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! Christ is risen! He is 

truly risen, Alleluia! Thank you to everyone who made our 

Holy Week and Easter celebrations so memorable. This 

year, Christ the King had the great joy of welcoming a con-

siderable number of people in person for our Easter Sunday 

liturgies compared to the previous years. Such a beautiful 

Paschal Triduum would not have been possible without the 

tremendous dedication, time, and talents of our dedicated 

parish helpers’ team.  Our grateful thanks go to those who 

prepared our church for the liturgies and to all who took 

part in the music ministry, flower ladies, welcomers, gleam 

team, Altar Servers, readers, and who prepared the Easter 

Fire, the egg hunt, and all those who worked tirelessly be-

hind the scenes. Thanks to those who prepared and deco-

rated the church, musicians and singers, servers, readers, 

and stewards, collectors, and those who take care of the Al-

tar linen with meticulous care. I express my heartfelt thanks 

to the many people within our partnership for giving so 

freely of their time and talents to ensure that the ceremonies 

of Holy Week and Easter were wonderfully prayerful and 

beautiful occasions. Grateful thanks to the stewards and to 

those who cleaned and prepared the churches for the litur-

gies and to all who took part. 

The church looked beautiful, and the liturgies were inspir-

ing. It took a lot for all that to happen, and I am very grate-

ful to everyone who helped with Holy Week. Thank you, as 

well, for the Easter cards, gifts and Easter offering. On be-

half of the parish, I would like to thank everyone involved 

and everyone who participated in the liturgies of the Holy 

Week, for your hard work, commitment, as well as for your 

spiritual and financial support of our parish!….Go out and 

announce the Good News of the empty tomb, that is Our 

Lord's Resurrection! Rejoice in the message of the Easter 

Season! Put on the love and joy that is Christ and live it for 

all to see! Let us embrace the Risen Christ who comforts all 

throughout the world in times of difficulty!  May the light 

of the Risen Christ fill your hearts with hope and joy 

throughout this Easter season and always! Let us not be 

afraid to embrace the Risen Lord; allow His words and 

deeds to reflect the light that erupted from the empty tomb 

early in the morning of the first Easter. Let that be the light 

that burns brightly in the hearts of all believers. No matter 

the challenges you and I face, Easter reminds us that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, and we have life in his name. May we all 

experience the presence of the Risen Lord in our lives and 

making him known and loved. May you and your family 

have a Blessed and Happy Easter time!  He is Risen! May 

this Easter Season be a time of joy and hope for you and 

your family. God bless you! 

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA Today is Divine Mercy 

Sunday and there will be a Holy Hour at 3:00 PM in the 

church, which will include Adoration of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament, Divine Mercy Prayers and Benedic-

tion. Jesus spoke these words to St. Faustina (1516)* My 

daughter, tell souls that I am giving them My Mercy as a 

defence. I myself am fighting for them and am bearing 

the just anger of My Father. (1517)*Say, My daughter, 

that the Feast of My Mercy has issued forth from My 

very depths for the consolation of the whole world. 

(1521)* My daughter, do not tire of proclaiming My 

Mercy. In this way you will refresh this Heart of Mine, 

which burns with a flame of pity for sinners. *Diary of 

St. Faustina Kowalska, “Divine Mercy in My Soul” 

Please join us for coffee and tea in the hall following the 

3:00 pm Holy Hour on Divine Mercy Sunday. 

HAPPY 25TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY! We, as a 

parish are delighted to join SLAV AND MARZENA DAB-

ROSZ as they celebrate the 25th anniversary of their wed-

ding. Our prayer is that God will continue to bless, keep and 

guide you both for the rest of your lives. We pray that your 

love for each other may continue to grow. You have passed 

the test of time, survived together all these years. Don’t stop 

here. God's timing is always right. Therefore, what God has 

joined together, let no one separate. As you have become one 

in Christ through the bond of marriage, we wish you more 

joy and blessings. Your love and devotion to God is the rea-

son why you are so blessed in life. Keep inspiring others, you 

two. Stay devoted and happy together. God loves you more 

than you know. Perhaps, this is the reason why you have such 

a happy and wonderful marriage life. There will be a recep-

tion in the parish hall to appreciate them and thank them for 

the part they play within our parish. All are welcome to come 

and celebrate this special occasion with Slav and Marzena. 

Happy wedding anniversary! Many congratulations and 

God’s choicest blessings!  

THE WORLD IS WATCHING If you’re a parent, you 

know this to be true: the world is watching. All it takes is one 

slip-up — one bad word, one selfish action, one uncharitable 

commentary, and that’s the thing your child seems to notice. 

When he or she calls you on it, the only thing you can do is 

come clean. “Yep, I did that,” you have to say. “I’m a work 

in progress, but luckily, God never stops working.” I think 

it’s fair to say that we don’t think enough about the wounds 

of Christ. It’s a little understandable, of course. Our human 

bodies flinch at the sight of such pain and mortification. It’s a 

lot to handle, the physical trauma of a crucifixion. It carries 

an R rating in a PG world. But the wounds of Christ are the 

only thing that could make Thomas believe. Literally nothing 

else was so powerful, not even the testimony of his most 

trusted friends. Only by looking at and feeling the torn flesh 

— by beholding that messy reality — did this Apostle, this 

actual companion of Christ, come to believe in the Resurrec-

tion. “Christ has no body now but yours,” goes the famous 

quote attributed to St. Teresa of Avila. What she’s saying is 

that we have become the means through which God chooses 

to accomplish His will in the world. Us, the broken. Us, the 

weary. Us, the imperfect. Yes, miraculous events and appari-

tions still occur from time to time, but by and large, if a per-

son is going to come to believe in Jesus Christ in this day and 

age, it will be because of something we Christians do or say. 

Christ has no wounds now but ours. Our brokenness, our 

weariness, our imperfection — our reality. It all belongs to 

him, and the world is watching. 

"Mercy is in reality the core of the Gospel mes-

sage; it is the name of God Himself, the face with 

which He reveals Himself in the Old Testament 

and fully in Jesus Christ, the Incarnation of crea-

tive and redemptive love." “You who say in si-

lence: ‘Jesus, I trust in you’ teach us that there is 

no faith more profound, no hope more alive and 

no love more ardent than the faith, hope and love 

of a person who in the midst of suffering places 

himself securely in God’s hands.” This love of 

mercy also illuminates the face of the Church, and 

is manifested through the sacraments, in particu-

lar that of reconciliation, as well as in works of 

charity, both of community and individuals. Pope 

BenedictX1 


