
 

WELCOME TO CHRIST  THE KING  

We welcome visitors, family and friends to our Mass today. 
We are glad you are joining us today. 

May the Lord continue to bless you all! 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD –YEAR– C-2022 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER  SAJI: IT’S TRANSITION TIME!! We celebrate the feast of the Baptism of Jesus as the 

end of our Christmas Season. You might ask why it isn’t the Feast of the Holy Family or the Feast of Epiphany and that would 

be a great question to answer so that we know how to move forward in transition from the Christmas Season to Ordinary Time. I 

would encourage you to take some time this week to read the scriptures that are presented to us for this feast. The reading from 

the Prophet Isaiah is one of the readings that we heard through our Advent Season and the Gospel of Luke tells us the narrative 

of the Baptism of Jesus. I would especially draw your attention to the scripture reading from the Book of Titus, chapter 2:11-14 

and chapter 3:4-7.The reading from Titus gives us our marching orders that come out of the Baptism of Jesus. What should we 

do because we celebrate this feast? We are supposed to reject godless ways and worldly desires. Once we are rid of those things, 

we are instructed to live temperately, justly and devoutly.  As we do that personal cleansing of unnecessary things and live with 

those noted virtues, there remains room for hope and anticipation. Our hope and anticipation comes from the gift of Jesus. We 

are assured that he came to us not because we have done some things so well, but because of his great mercy for us.  We are 

reminded that we are justified by his grace. This proclamation on the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus should carry incredible 

weight for those of us who are baptized. We have been baptized into this inheritance. This should have the power to free us from 

anxiety and fear about living up to God's expectations and instead responding to God‘s love and mercy. Responding out of love 

and mercy will bear much different fruit than responding out of fear and anxiety.  

Have you really ever taken into your heart and mind God’s proclamation to you that you are His beloved son or daughter? Have 

you ever really believed and acted on the truth that you are chosen by God to be an emissary of his in the world today? Have 

you ever really experienced the freedom of acting out of love rather than fear? Will this simply be the end of the Christmas 

season or a continuation of closeness to God and loving in God's name in the world? You may be putting away the decorations 

or maybe you did that the day after Christmas, but please don’t put away what the birth of Christ promises to us. Let it live and 

breathe in you and give it access to your mind and heart. Be willing to be converted and changed by the birth of Christ and the 

love that has been shown to each of us through him. Please take that gift and unwrap it every day of your life BE BLESSED 

AND BE A BLESSING 

SCHOOL APPLICATIONS FOR CHRIST THE KING PRIMARY SCHOOL: Our local Catholic Primary School, Christ 

the King, is still taking applications for places in Reception (aged 4 after 31st August) for September 2022. We are the only Catholic 

School in Amesbury and enjoy a close relationship with the Salisbury Catholic Churches, and St Osmund’s Catholic Primary School in 

particular. We welcome applications from Catholic families, children of all faiths, or none – we are an inclusive school which nurtures 

all children to be the best that they can be. 

If you or anyone in your family is looking for a school place, please direct them to the school for a chat with the Head of School, and 

don’t forget to apply online with Wiltshire Council by 15th January at the very latest. Our Early Years environment is wonderful, 

vibrant and spacious so please do consider us if you want your child to have a great start in life! Any applications after this date are not 

considered in the first round of admissions so don’t forget! If you would like a place for any other year group, these can be considered 

any time, so please call school on 01980622039. Will your child be four years old before September 2022? You MUST apply for a 

primary school place. Apply online at https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1657/Apply-for-a- school-place or complete an application 

form, available from Wiltshire Council. If would like to  submit a paper application for September 2022 entry, then please 

call Customer Services on 01225 713010 and a copy of the application form will be posted out to you. The deadline is midnight on 15 

January 2022. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a 

dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 

REPONSORIAL PSALM: .Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Someone is coming, said John, someone greater than I. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Alleluia! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 
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WELCOME TO CHRIST THE KING! We would like 

to extend a warm welcome to all our parishioners and visitors attending 

public Mass. Whether you are just passing through or looking for a spiritual 

home, we pray you find Christ the King inviting and spiritually uplifting. If 

you are attending Mass on a regular basis, we encourage you to register 

with the parish. Please call our parish office and start the conversation! To 

our visitors, we hope you enjoy your stay here in Amesbury. Our church is 

always open to you, your family, and friends. pax et bonum (peace and all 

good) 

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE HOUSEBOUND We are 

now able to re-commence taking Holy Communion to the sick and 

housebound. If you know of anyone who would like Holy 

Communion and a minister to visit them, please send details to 

Father Saji Mathew. 

PARISH DONATIONS I am asking each family to consider and 

discern your financial commitment to the parish. Sometimes we can get into 

a mindless habit, but remember that loving God and our neighbour is an act 

of the will. Please prayerfully consider your commitment to your parish. 

Thank you for your generosity and prayers as you commit to the work of 

your parish and offer that material support so that we can be that visible 

witness in this world of the goodness and love of God! I know that this 

involves sacrifice, and I do thank you for your courage to trust the Lord to 

guide you in your life and your decisions. A big thank you for all your 

generous donations, which are greatly appreciated. Should you wish to 

transfer to standing order or bank transfer, the Parish bank details are: 

Name: Christ the king parish, Account number: 66286638, Sort code: 52-10

-03 or you can write a cheque payable to Christ the King. If you wish to 

remember the Parish in your Will, further information is available from the 

Parish Office. Thank you and God bless you! 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Now that the Parish is beginning to function normally as we emerge 

from the Covid Pandemic, it is intended to re-start the Parish 

Pastoral Council and finance Committee to look at the Parish’s 

priorities for the way ahead. Further information will follow in due 

course.  

ALTAR SERVERS If any young person who has made their 

First Holy Communion would like to be an Altar Server, please 

could their parents email Fr Saji stating which Mass you attend 

and for further information about training sessions over the 

coming weeks. 

ROSARY: Every weekday (except Friday) we will be saying the Rosary 

together in church after Mass. The Rosary is a powerful prayer Catholics 

have turned to over the centuries for miraculous help in seemingly 

impossible situations. When we inspire a love for the Rosary in our 

children, we gift them with the skill to avoid sin and strengthen their faith 

throughout their lives. It will be a special way to come together in 

devotional prayer as a community. 

MOTHERS PRAYERS For mothers who wish to pray together 

for their children and grandchildren. Mothers Prayers was launched 

in England in 1995 and is now in over 100 countries. A group will 

start in our parish in January, meeting for an hour each week one 

morning. For more information visit www.mothersprayers.org. If 

you would like to join the group please contact the parish office. 

Lord, give me the eyes to see you in my children, your heart to love 

them and your gentleness to help them grow. Give me your wisdom 

to guide them, and your strength when I need to let them go. Amen 

DIOCESAN LITURGICAL DIARIES-2022: The Diocesan 

Directories and Liturgical Diaries are available in the office for sale. 

The price for the Liturgical diaries are £6.50, Directory-£5.00.  

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL: If you wish to receive the weekly 

parish newsletter by email then please email Father Saji with your contact 

details so that you can be added to the distribution list.  

SYNOD FACILITATION TRAINING SESSION – 

Wednesday 12 January: Pope Francis invites us to participate in a 

world-wide Synod – every person in the Church is called to 

respond. So that we can respond to this invitation with confidence 

we are offering another preparation session on 12 January in how to 

facilitate for those facilitating Synod Listening Conversations in the 

parish. If you intend to participate in this online Teams session, 

please register on the Eventbrite links. A Teams link can be found 

there for  the online sessions.  You can also 

email synod@cliftondiocese.com. Synod Facilitation Training 

Session: Wednesday 12 January, 7pm-8.30pm: Online Teams 

session https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-synod-facilitation-

training-session-12-january-tickets-220642426437 

HAPPY NEW YEAR-2022 While we find ourselves 

still  in somewhat uncertain times—humanity can only do 

what we can in our strength. I want to remind you today that 

God is still on the Throne regardless of where we have been 

or where we are going! There is a wonderful verse of scripture 

which,  serves  as  a  reminder  of  who  God,  is  found  in 

Revelation 22:13: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first 

and the last, the beginning and the end.” While we cannot 

possibly know what the future holds, we know who holds the 

future!  We  are  not  even  gifted  enough  to  know  what 

tomorrow will bring to us, but as Christians, we need to rest 

assured that God does! When I understand just a bit of how 

much God loves me, it puts my mind at ease about His plans 

and purposes. This New Year, will unfold as God has planned 

it to happen. Not one thing will take place, that does not first 

sift through the loving hands of an Almighty God. There are 

many times I don’t understand the ways of God, but that’s 

really not something we should concern ourselves with. We 

must only trust Him! Moving forward into this New Year, I 

want to encourage you to live your life to the glory of God. 

We can live in confidence and not timidity! We can live our 

lives in boldness and assurance because God is on the Throne! 

Keep God first in this New Year, and you will be amazed at 

the things God will do in you, through you, and for you! May 

God keep you and your family happy and healthy throughout 

the year! 

MASS SCHEDULE STARTING FROM 8TH JANUARY 2022 

SATURDAY  8TH  JANUARY  MASS AT 6.00PM    FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF GOD 

SUNDAY 9TH  JANUARY  MASS AT 11 00AM– BABY ANN  
LIJESH, RIP 

MONDAY 10TH JANUARY  MASS AT 10.00AM    

MARGARET RYAN (BIRTHDAY INTENTIONS) 

TUESDAY 11TH JANUARY AT 10.00AM MASS   CAROL 

DRENNAN, (INTENTIONS) 

WEDNESDAY 12TH JANUARY  AT 10.00AM   BABY 

ALYSIA (HEALING) 

THURSDAY 13TH JANUARY MASS AT 10.00am  SHARIFA 

(INTENTIONS) 

FRIDAY 14TH JANUARY  ADORATION AT 6..00PM AND 

MASS AT 6.00PM  THOMAS (HEALING) 

SATURDAY 15TH JANUARY  MASS AT 6.00PM  

SUNDAY 16TH JANUARY  MASS AT 11.00AM  GAY 

TARRANT (INTENTIONS)  

https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/1657/Apply-for-a-
mailto:synod@cliftondiocese.com
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcliftondiocese.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D781a8c6dc291f3a24922ac2c5%26id%3D5215f0191d%26e%3Df43282450d&data=04%7C01%7Csaji.mathew%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb00ee673928c43f3803a08d9b
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcliftondiocese.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D781a8c6dc291f3a24922ac2c5%26id%3D5215f0191d%26e%3Df43282450d&data=04%7C01%7Csaji.mathew%40cliftondiocese.com%7Cb00ee673928c43f3803a08d9b


On the Baptism of the Lord, I like to imagine that at the moment of 

our baptisms — however long ago — the same thought was in the 

mind of God. We are God’s beloved — with us God is well pleased. 

There are many times when we might not feel like God’s beloved. 

However, this is likely because unlike God we only know what has 

been and not what is yet to be. I suggested that Lent offers a do-over 

if we have not been successful in sticking to our New Year’s resolu-

tions. Opportunities for do-overs are really a fundamental part of 

being Christians. None of us can change the past: we cannot unsay 

words spoken in anger; we cannot undo actions that hurt others. 

What is in the past we can only accept. However, this does not mean 

that we must repeat selfish behaviours. All of us can learn from 

our past and resolve to do better when similar situations pre-

sent themselves. As God’s beloved, we owe it to one another 

and to ourselves to recognise when we have not done well so 

that we can do better in the future. The words that described the 

Lord at his baptism, “with you I am well pleased,” can describe us 

when we take ownership of what we have done poorly and resolve to 

do better. Christian life is a never-ending series of do-overs. The 

process of doing better is growing in holiness so that the One who 

loved us into being will be well pleased. 

LIFE IS A JOURNEY: The past isn’t broken.  It can’t possibly 

be.  It no longer exists.  There is nothing to fix.  There is, however, a 

present moment that can be lived with presence and power. Some-

times life doesn’t give you what you want; not because you don’t 

deserve it, but because you deserve better.  No matter how many 

times you break down, there should always be a little voice inside 

you that says, “NO, you’re not done yet!  Get back up!”  That’s the 

voice of presence and power, which can only speak for you in the 

present moment.  What you need to realise is, life is a journey, often 

difficult and sometimes incredibly cruel; but you are well equipped 

for it as long as you tap into your inner strength in the present, and 

allow it to flourish forward. Stop stressing over what could have 

been.  The chances are if it  should have been, it  would have 

been.  Life unfolds in unpredictable ways for a reason.  What hap-

pens isn’t good or bad.  It simply is. Happiness is about trusting that 

what has happened has long-term positive, rather than negative, con-

notations.  Trust that life is happening for you, not to you.  This 

“inverse paranoia” of believing everything is for the greater good 

helps the human spirit face and welcome life’s turbulent changes 

cheerfully. The bottom line is that we’re wired to expect the 

world to be brighter and more meaningful and more obviously 

interesting than it often is.  If you can learn to stop expecting 

impossible perfection, in yourself, others and the world around 

you, you may find the happiness that has always eluded you. 

There is no easy shortcut to anywhere worth going.  You must be 

willing to make sacrifices.  It’s a process!  It’s a process!  It’s a proc-

ess!  Ingrain this in your mind.  Achievement takes time.  Success, 

like washboard abs, is the outcome of a habit.  It’s the relentless 

daily practice of making small, diligent choices that add up in the 

long run.  It’s about following through and doing what you said you 

would do even when no one would notice but you, and knowing in 

your heart why doing so matters. In a nutshell, when it comes to 

working hard to achieve a big life goal of any kind.  You cannot 

make someone respect you; all you can do is be someone who can be 

respected.  The rest is up to them.  No matter how much you care 

some people just won’t care back.  It’s not the end of the world.  At 

some point you have to realise the truth – that they no longer care or 

never did, and that maybe you’re wasting your time and missing out 

on someone else who does. Likewise, don’t waste too much of your 

time with people who are not supportive of your goals and abili-

ties.  Surround yourself with those who believe in your poten-

tial.  Anyone who inspires you to make your half-hearted at-

tempts more whole-hearted through passion and love, is a pre-

cious friend and teacher.  These people are out there.  Find 

them and conquer the world together. 

2021 YEAR IN REVIEW: I pray your New Year got off to a 

healthy start and your celebration of 2022 was a bit of fun. Thank 

you very much for the cards, notes, gifts, and goodies, Christmas 

offering that you gave me during the Christmas season. May God 

bless you in this New Year. I am deeply touched by your sincere 

kindness, affection and prayers. Thank you! A happy and blessed 

new year!  

The Blessings of Christ the King in 2021, resilience, generosity, 

and determination were well and truly on display within our parish 

family. As we continue to struggle with the unknowns that clouded 

much of these last two years, paths were forged by the parishion-

ers, ministries and volunteers of Christ the King throughout 2021, 

evidenced by dozens of successful outreach and donation cam-

paigns and fellowship events. 2021 saw the continuation of our 

“Giving from the Heart” donation. We are blessed to have a parish 

filled with kindness, compassion, and generosity, as well as dedi-

cated volunteers who exemplify those traits in their time, effort 

and dedication to the church and our community. We look forward 

to many more blessings in 2022. 

A heartfelt and humble thank you goes out to all of our dedicated 

volunteers and donors who assisted throughout Advent and the 

lead up to Christmas. We are blessed all year long with a beautiful 

church, but Christmas at CTK is simply breathtaking! This could 

not happen without the efforts of the various helpers and volun-

teers. Also, we would like to recognise the hard work of all our 

helpers and volunteers in every area of our parish. Thank you to 

our additional helpers who added the finishing touches for Christ-

mas. Once again, thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers who 

help make the Christmas season at Christ the King feel so special 

for our parish family! 

I thank you all, once again, for your many warm and personal 

Christmas greetings, cards, notes and gifts. I am overwhelmed and 

profoundly  touched  by  your  sincere  kindness,  affection  and 

prayers. Thank you! On a liturgical note, this weekend closes the 

Christmas Season with the celebration of the Baptism of Jesus 

which gives way to the season of Ordinary Time. This provides a 

good opportunity to review your Christmas Season and the bless-

ings it brought to life as well as the significance of your Baptism.  

Enjoy the weekend and keep warm and safe.  

SYNOD: Pope Francis has called a Universal Synod which is tak-

ing place in every Catholic diocese across the world. The Synod is 

themed: “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, 

and Mission”. The Bishop wants to hear from as many people as 

possible, those involved in the church and those who are not. Eve-

ryone can take part by completing an online questionnaire using 

the diocesan link. Please share this link with family and friends. 

We have until 1st March 2022 to make our submissions then, after 

national and continental gatherings, the Synod of Bishops will 

gather in Rome in 2023 to reflect on what has been heard. Please 

remember the Synod in your prayers. Your contribution is much 

appreciated and will make a considerable difference to the future 

of the Church in our diocese and across the world.  

DEAR PARISHIONERS, The Baptism of the Lord marks the 

end of the Christmas season and return to Ordinary Time. This 

year we will mark just over seven weeks before Lent begins. At 

home we will put away any Christmas decorations that remain. 

The busyness of the holidays is over so that the busyness of ordi-

nary life can return. If we made New Year’s resolutions, now is 

the time we need to take them seriously. Of course, Lent will pro-

vide a “do-over” in case our resolutions proved too ambitious. 

This week we hear the Gospel of Luke that concludes with a voice 

from heaven proclaiming, “You are my beloved … with you I am 

well pleased.” As you may have noticed from my preaching, I am 

fond of thinking of God the Father as outside the limits of space 

and time that we live in. God knows not only all that has been but 

also all that is yet to be.  

THE GIFT OF BAPTISM: We are called to cherish our 

Baptisms as we become members of a worshipping commu-

nity, and grow to spiritual maturity as caring sons and daugh-

ters of God so that our faith leads us to promote truth, justice, 

and equality of all. This weekend the church puts closure on 

the Christmas Season with the Baptism of Jesus, it poses a 

challenge to renew our commitment to the promises made on 

the day we were baptised since Baptism is a life changing mo-

ment for ourselves, parents and godparents. The weekend also 

calls us to take down the Christmas tree as the Christmas Sea-

son concludes and the Season of Ordinary Time begins.  

The question about the Baptism of Jesus is simply, “Why was 

Jesus baptised?” Most scholars believe Jesus was baptised to 

receive the spirit of God that would inaugurate his mission, and 

ready him for public ministry. Also, in light of the fact that 

Jesus was free of sin, his baptism linked him to humankind 

which identified him as a member of the human race. Jesus’ 

baptism was the turning point in his life which enabled him to 

fulfil his calling through his unique relationship with God; 

however, unlike us, Jesus was not baptised into a particular 

faith or tradition. Luke’s Gospel which is read at Mass for this 

celebration highlights the point that Jesus prayed after his Bap-

tism, and that his baptism was not private in that Jesus was one 

of many baptised by John in a communal gathering.  

Baptism is so much more than a one-day event, unfortunately 

many Christian people do not give top billing to their baptisms 

lacking knowledge that pertains to the church, date and godpar-

ents of their Baptism. The importance to know the date and 

place of Baptism stems from the fact that on a particular day in 

history we were initiated into Christian beliefs that brought us 

into a community of believers. One beautiful prayer used at 

baptisms is within the Ephphatha Rite that includes a blessing 

over the ears so that we may always receive God’s word, and a 

blessing over the mouth to speak and proclaim the message of 

Christ.  

Four symbols that highlight a baptism include Water, Sa-

cred Chrism Oil, the Baptismal Candle and a White Gar-

ment. Water is the primary symbol since it is used to purify 

us at Baptism. Sacred Chrism Oil is utilized to trace a cross 

on the crown of our head which articulates our share in the 

kingship of Christ and citizenship in the church. The White 

Garment that is given exemplifies a garment of service that 

flows from the love of Christ while the Baptismal Candle 

gets lighted from the Easter (Paschal) Candle, which is the 

way the church passes the light of Christ into our home. It 

also indicates the way a newly baptised person follows the 

light of Christ as a Baptismal ceremony renders change in 

our families as well as in us even though “change” may not 

be apparent for years.      

As you mark important dates onto your 2022 calendar, 

include the date of your baptism as a day of celebration. 

So many pass by this date without awareness of its mean-

ing, yet it is the day that brings forth mission and identity 

to each of us to live a Christ centred life.  

CHRIST THE KING 200 CLUB: The 200 Club has been 

set up to raise funds for our Church and School, with half the 

money raised given out in three cash prizes each month, and 

the other half divided equally between the Church and School 

each December. The cost is £12 per year for one number in the 

draw each month. Carol Crossland and Peter Simkin will be 

collecting money after masses throughout January, alterna-

tively this can be placed in an envelope, clearly marked 200 

Club, with your full name and telephone number, and left with 

F a t h e r  S a j i  a t  C h u r c h ,  o r  p o s t e d . 

Thank you to everyone for taking part. 

WHITE FLOWER APPEAL 15TH AND 16TH JANU-

ARY: The Salisbury Branch of SPUC (Society for the Protec-

tion of the Unborn will be holding a WHITE FLOWER appeal 

next weekend. There will be a retiring collection for this worthy 

cause. 

MAY  THE  LORD  BLESS  HIS  PEOPLE  WITH 

PEACE: Happy New Year! Congratulations with making it 

through another strange year and hopefully this year will bring 

even more rejoicing. Although challenges await us in this year, 

there are also many beautiful moments to discover and treasured 

memories to make.  Despite the many distractions we face in the 

world, I find these moments to be great gifts to discover how 

God works with humanity to bring about great maturity. This is 

the last day of the Christmas Season before we move into the 

season  of  Ordinary  Time,  which  will  continue  until  Ash 

Wednesday, March 2, 2022. During this Season of Ordinary 

Time, no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ is celebrated, 

but rather the mystery of Christ itself is honoured in its fullness.  

This Sunday we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, commemo-

rating when John the Baptist baptises Jesus in the Jordan River. 

We find that the Baptism of Jesus is different than our own bap-

tism. He is the only begotten child of God prior to His baptism 

whereas we only become adopted children of God after our bap-

tism. The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of this event 

and says, “The baptism of Jesus is on his part the acceptance and 

inauguration of his mission as God's suffering Servant. He al-

lows himself to be numbered among sinners” (par 536). By Je-

sus being baptised, he has paved the way for our own sanctifica-

tion. Nothing remains for those who are baptized that would 

impede one’s entry into the Kingdom of God. Now some may 

ask why was Jesus, who is holy already, wish to be baptised. 

Looking closely at this event, we see that Christ is baptised not 

that he may be sanctified, but so that he may sanctify the waters. 

Then by his purification of the waters, those who touch those 

streams may be purified. Christ takes the lead in baptism so that 

we may follow him. We find that the Baptism of Jesus in the 

Jordan is for our own benefit and the manifestation of who Jesus 

is as we hear the Father’s voice from the heaven’s say, “This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 

This celebration also calls us to reflect upon our own baptism 

and the graces we received by this sacrament. Do you recall the 

date of your baptism? This is an important date in regards to 

your eternal salvation and worth celebrating each year. We will 

celebrate our birthdays, but let us not forget to celebrate our bap-

tisms! Recall that the sacrament of baptism is the gateway to all 

the other sacraments, meaning that you are baptised first before 

receiving any of the other sacraments, which number seven in 

total. You can only be baptised once as there is an indelible 

spiritual mark given to the individual indicating the person’s 

belonging to Christ and marking them for the day of redemption. 

No sin can erase this mark, even if the sin keeps one from bear-

ing the fruits of salvation. You may recall that in our own bap-

tism, one of the graces given is that all sins are forgiven, both 

personal and original sin as well as all punishment for sin (ref. 

Catechism par. 1263). There still will be certain temporal conse-

quences of sin in the baptized such as suffering and the inclina-

tion to sin that Tradition calls concupiscence. Concupiscence is 

still left for us to wrestle with as an athlete competes according 

to the rules to win a crown, but this inclination to sin cannot 

harm those who resist it by the grace of Christ. This is an impor-

tant reminder in our faith that just because we have inclinations 

or feelings in a particular direction, our inclination does not 

make the object good. We may actually be inclined to sin and 

need to resist that inclination in order to love God. May we call 

upon the graces made available to us by our reception of the 

sacrament of baptism that we may remain faithful to the de-

mands placed upon us as Christians and follow Jesus into the 

heavenly kingdom. 
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